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The Real

Election Crisis

in Florida. But it didn’t end there. True to President

Clinton’s legacy, the vice president sent in a small army
of lawyers, who worked to get a hand recount in selected De-
mocratic counties. At least this is where their attack began.

Today THE MAIN PURPOSE OF FAR TOO MANY LAWYERS RE-
VOLVES AROUND VIOLATING THE LAW OR THE CONSTITUTION!
They often don’t even remember their
purpose, or they don’t care. That is a tow-
ering crisis in itself. Their greatest passion
should be to uphold the law and the Con-
stitution. The law of God was a founda-
tional part of the Constitution. But few
today understand this fact.

Lawyers can conduct themselves in that
way because our laws are so lax. And why
is that so? Because most of our leaders
have a childish understanding about law.
This leadership crisis exists throughout
our society.

When America’s forefathers established
the Constitution, they told us it would
work only if we were a law-abiding people.
The Constitution was created only for law-
ful citizens! Our own forefathers prophe-
sied that our democracy would fail if we
didn’t heed their warning!

The U.S. election ended so close that there was a recount

Recounting
ballots in Florida

Another commentator said that the Democrats “outma-
neuvered” the Republicans. Outmaneuvered? That means
the presidential election can be stolen by lawyers who can
find favorable judges. It’s not a matter of law or the Consti-
tution. It all depends on getting lawyers who can maneuver
around such obstacles!

We have been so poisoned by our corrupt political process
that we don’t even see the danger of such
reasoning. Too many of our people exalt
leaders who maneuver around the law, in-
2 stead of those who passionately keep it.
? This is another sign of our rotting morality.

The deadly turn in the election occurred
when a judge allowed a subjective hand re-
count—it was the third count. The hand
count never should have been allowed. It
concerned mistakes that have been rou-
tinely and rightfully omitted from the
count in past elections. Then the lawyers
| took over. This has opened a pandora’s box
that will never be closed! Unscrupulous
lawyers will see to that.

Senator Phil Gramm, Republican of
Texas, said, “The vice president has stepped
over a line here that no candidate has ever
stepped over.” Other Republicans agreed.

We do not take political sides. This is not

HOMITIM/ AV

Our leaders, like children, don’t see the The Florida vote about politics. It’s about law. It is a strong
need for strong laws—or at least laws that scandal will pOiSOI‘l step toward destroying the Constitution.
are strictly enforced. They can’t see beyond AL That makes it a far more dangerous issue.
the present. If they had vision, they would our pOllth&l SYStem This was a watershed event. It probably
see the need for law (Prov. 29:18). Without more than any scandal could have been prevented or stopped by a

spiritual vision, we perish.
A child naturally doesn’t like law. He

of the past eight years!

law-upholding press. Instead, most of them
encouraged this corrupting process.

tries to reason around law. A wise parent
doesn’t allow that to happen.

Today, most lawyers try to reason around law. Like
children, they don’t see that this philosophy leads to national
disaster!

As one commentator said in response to the vote-count-
ing tumult, “The country was divided [before the election].
Now it is polarized.” There is deep bitterness between the two
parties, and it is growing worse by the day. We are becoming
dangerously divided. The Senate and the House of Represen-
tatives are almost evenly split and very partisan. No leader
can lead such a deeply divided people in a democracy.

Still, our people don’t see the grave danger, because they
have almost no vision. The people and our leaders reason
like little children.

THE FLORIDA VOTE SCANDAL WILL POISON
OUR POLITICAL SYSTEM MORE THAN ANY SCANDAL OF THE PAST
EIGHT YEARS! It eclipses all of those scandals. The corrosive
process is so deeply entrenched, it will continue from one
election to the next. It is tearing our political system apart.

Biased and partisan lawyers and judges are trying to de-
cide who wins the presidency! It is building A WARRING SPIRIT
between the two parties. No democratic nation can be led in
the midst of such bitter division.

We don’t have a constitutional crisis just because the
election is presenting new challenges. We have a crisis be-
cause some leaders don’t love the Constitution more than
themselves!

DOES ANYBODY REALLY BELIEVE THESE MEN LOVE THE CONSTI-
continued on page 28
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How it has

replaced
¥ therule
of law

BY STEPHEN FLURRY

£SUS CHRIST'S MESSAGE GENER-
ally led audiences to respond
in one of two ways: He aston-
ished the general public; He
angered the educated elite.
We read of both reactions in
Matthew 22:33-34. After see-
ing how the multitudes were moved by
Jesus’s words, the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees gathered themselves together to
plot against Christ.

“Then one of them, which was a
lawyer, asked [Christ] a question,
tempting him...” (v. 35). Put to silence
by Christ’s message, the leading Jews
conferred among themselves and then
sent forward their lawyer. He wasn’t
interested in truth. He wanted to
“templ” Christ—to trick Him into
doing or saying something “unlawful.”
But Christ would not be tricked. He
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knew how to expose the chicanery of

so-called experts in Mosaic law.

In verse 46, it says “no man was able
to answer him a word, neither durst any
man {rom that day forth ask him any
more questions.” Yet this was toward
the end of His ministry. As we will see,
Jesus Christ had several confrontations
with lawyers prior to this. And in every
case, they persistently dogged Him, try-
ing to expose any flaw they could find,
even after Christ put them to shame.

It was quite some time before Christ
was finally able to sifence the lawyers.
His situation is not unlike the one we
face today.

The Litigation Explosion

Concerning today’s presidential
election controversy, some have sug-

gested that it has given every American

ARGUE THE CAUSE
David Boies, representing
Al Gore, speaks before the
Florida Supreme Court

a wonderful lesson in civics, showing
how our government works. While that
may be true, the political dispute has
also revealed a near-fatal tlaw in Amer-
ican society. What used to be a nation
ruled by law is now ruled by fawyers.
Gavin Esler, writing for the [ndepen-
dent in London, noted America’s
propensity for being over-lawyered: “In
the Stephen Sondheim song, when
something bad happens in the cireus,
they send in the clowns. In America’s
political circus, they send in the lawyers.
“The broad expanse of K Street in
the heart of Washington DD.C. is known
as ‘Gueci Gulch,” inhabited by the best-
paid lawyers in the world. Gucci
Gulch’s $475-an-hour legal gun-
slingers arce now descending upon
Florida to help aggrieved citizens seek
redress for their inability to punch the
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correct holes in ballot papers, and
other crimes against humanity....

“A few years ago, those voters in
Palm Beach County who claim they
were disenfranchised by a confusing
ballot paper would probably have been
too embarrassed to admit they
punched the wrong hole in the polling
booths. But now, like millions of liti-
gants all over the United States, stupid-
ity, ignorance or misfortune is a pass-
port to Victimhood.

“The Victim Voters were victims of
a system that they couldn’t under-
stand, and victims, we will undoubted-
ly hear, of a conspiracy to steal the
election. Florida’s Victim Voters fall
exactly into the dismal new American
tradition exemplified by lawsuits of the
1990s, including the woman who sued
McDonald’s because she scalded her-
self with the cup of coffee she placed
between her legs while driving.

“Once upon a time, America was a
self-reliant John Wayne society where a
man’s gotta do what a man’s gotta do.
Now, America has become an over-
lawyered society where nobody takes
responsibility for mistakes because it is
more profitable to claim victimhood
and reach for a lawyer. The new motto
is: A man’s gotta sue what a man’s gotta
sue—in this case, sue the electoral au-
thorities in Florida” (Nov. 13).

Overwhelmingly, the facts verify Mr.
Esler’s argument. Paul Johnson, in his
book A History of the American People,
drew attention to the remarkable in-
crease in American litigation in recent
years. He said that from 1960 to 1985,
the U.S. population increased by 30
percent. During that same time, lawyers
multiplied by more than 130 percent.

The raw figures are just as stagger-
ing. America had around 250,000
lawyers in the late 1970s. Today, there
are nearly 1 million—an average of
one lawyer for every 300 people. It was
Dan Quayle who remarked several
years ago that America made up 5 per-
cent of the world’s population, but
provided 70 percent of its lawyers.

Influence on Leadership

In Washington D.C,, the rise in liti-
gation is even more sharp. In 1950, the
nation’s capital had 1000 lawyers; in
1975, 11,000. By the mid-1990s, the
number had ballooned to approxi-
mately 65,000. As Gavin Esler noted,
“There are fewer than 600,000 resi-
dents of the U.S. capital, and you may
well ask what kind of a society you get

when 10 percent of the capital’s popu-
lation are registered lawyers.”

The kind of society we get, to answer
his question, is one ruled by lawyers.
Paul Johnson estimates that during the
mid-1990s, lawyers made up 42 percent
of the House of Representatives and 61
percent of the Senate. And of course,
the White House itself housed two well-
known lawyers for the better part of a
decade—the president and his wife.

All of these figures might well be
encouraging if lawyers, in general,
fought to uphold the rule of law. Most
lawyers today, however, are like the
ones who badgered Christ, desperately
trying anything to get around the real
meaning and intent of the law.

Christ’s Condemnation

Jesus Christ, contrary to popular
misconceptions, was not a soft-spo-
ken, effeminate wimp. He boldly at-
tacked hypocrisy and lawlessness
with plain speech and hard-hitting
condemnation. On one occasion, He
said, “Woe unto you, Pharisees! for
ye love the uppermost seats in the
synagogues, and greetings in the
markets. Woe unto you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are as
graves which appear not, and the
men that walk over them are not
aware of them” (Luke 11:43-44).

In the next verse, we find evidence
of the fact that many lawyers had as-
cended to leading positions in soci-
ety, much like today. Otherwise they
wouldn’t have been offended by
Christ’s harsh criticism of the Phar-
isees. “One of the lawyers answered
him, ‘Teacher, in saying this you re-
proach us also’ (v. 45; Revised Stan-
dard Version). Christ was unsympa-
thetic. “And he said, Woe unto You
ALSO, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with
burdens grievous to be borne, and ye
yourselves touch not the burdens
with one of your fingers” (v. 46).
These legal scholars actually added to
society’s burden. In fact, the only
burden they were interested in remov-
ing was their own!

“Woe unto you! for ye build the
sepulchres of the prophets, and your
fathers killed them” (v. 47). They were
unscrupulous in their “legal” profes-
sion. They didn’t flinch at wrongfully
accusing a defendant if it was in their
best interest.

“Woe unto you, lawyers!” Jesus
continued in verse 52, “for ye have
TAKEN AWAY the key of KNOWLEDGE: ye

~ fully 10 percent of D : :
In mid-'90s, lawyers made up 42 per-

entered not in yourselves, and them
that were entering in ye hindered.”
Jesus said these lawyers took away the
key to knowledge and prevented the
masses from using it.

Yet these condemning words had
little effect on the high-ranking officials
of Christ’s day. It only made them an-
grier. “And as he said these things unto
them, the scribes and the Pharisees
began to urge him vehemently, and to
provoke him to speak of many things:
Laying wait for him, and seeking to
catch something out of his mouth, that
they might accuse him” (vv. 53-54).

Modern-Day Counterpart

Isaiah prophesied that this same type
of legal wrangling and disputation

H

), ther ere 1,

5, 11,000; mid-

cent of House of Reps and 61 per-
cent of Senate. The president and
his wife were also lawyers.

would pervade in this end time. And he
attributes the result of an unjust, unlaw-
ful society TO sIN. Notice Isaiah 59:1-2:
“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not short-
ened, that it cannot save; neither his ear
heavy, that it cannot hear: But your in-
iquities have separated between you and
your God, and YOUR SINS have hid his
face from you, that he will not hear.”
(Remember, God recorded the book of
Isaiah in writing for the “time to come,”
or the latter days—see Isaiah 30:8.)
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AMERICAN LAW

Notice the consequences of a sin-
laden society: “For your hands are de- |
filed with blood, and your fingers with |
iniquity; your lips have spoken lies,
your tongue hath muttered perverse- |
ness. None calleth for justice, nor any
pleadeth for truth: they trust in vanity,
and speak lies; they conceive mischief,
and bring forth iniquity” (Isa. 59:3-4). |
Isaiah is saying that we have become so
steeped in sin that we can no longer |
understand the rule of law. The land is
full of lies and perverseness. Instead of |
truth, or the rule of law, intellectual |
vanity reigns supreme.

Isaiah continues, “There-
fore is judgment far from us,
neither doth justice overtake
us: we wait for light, but be-
hold obscurity; for bright-
ness, but we walk in dark-
ness” (v. 9). Wouldn’t you

says concerning law? Because He creat-
ed all things, including man. He alone
is able to save and destroy, as it says in
James 4:12. Who are we to judge one
another? Who are we to interpret law

| to mean what we think it should?

Additionally, John 5:22 says that

| God has committed all judiciary power

unto His Son, Jesus Christ. Should we |

not then look to God and Christ for

the right answers on how to re-estab- |

lish the rule of law?

Proverbs 1:7 says, “The FEAR OF THE
LORD is the beginning of knowl-
edge....” The key to establishing a so-

Isaiah 59:4

“None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for
truth: they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they
conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity.”

think, with 70 percent of the world’s | ciety on the rule of law actually begins |

lawyers, that America would be over-
come by justice and crystal-clear un-
derstanding of law?

Yet it’s just the opposite. And the
cause is sin, which the Bible defines as
“transgression of the law” (1John 3:4).

“For our transgressions are multi-
plied before thee, and our sins testify
against us: for our transgressions are
with us; and as for our iniquities, we
know them” (Isa. 59:12). Our sins have
removed good judgment from our
midst. Isaiah 3 says God has taken
away just judges and wise counselors
from our midst. Again, He has done
this because of our many sins.

Over and over, Isaiah keeps making
the connection between sinful living
and a perverted understanding of law.
“In transgressing and lying against the
Lord, and departing away from our
God, speaking oppression and revolt,
conceiving and uttering from the heart
words of falsehood. And judgment is
turned away backward, and justice |
standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in |
the street, and equity cannot enter” |
(Isa. 59:13-14). The more we sin, the ‘

Bible says, the more we will try to cir-
cumvent the law. That is why, even in
the midst of a lawyer boom in America, |
we are becoming increasingly lawless. |

Fearing God

Thankfully, the same God who fore- |
saw the present state of lawlessness and
perverted judgment in our society has
also revealed the only solution.

But why should we listen to God? |
Why should we care about what He |
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with fearing God. Not so long ago,
America’s greatest thinkers, yes, even
lawyers, understood that vital truth.
Fearing God is the “principle part” of
acquiring the right knowledge (see
King James margin for that proverb).

Remember in Luke 11:52 where
Jesus said the lawyers of His day had
taken away the key of knowledge? Well,
Proverbs 1:7 reveals one of their funda-
mental flaws—vanity. They had ab-
sorbed so much of man’s education that
they rejected God and His authority. Yet,
because they appeared to be so brilliant,
the masses looked to them for under-
standing. The public relied upon them to
interpret the law. That’s why society be-
came so perverse! And that’s why Christ
condemned the lawyers in the strongest
of terms. More than anyone, LAWYERS
SHOULD HAVE BEEN THE ONES UPHOLDING
THE LAW. Yet they were OBSTRUCTING JUS-
TICE and HIDING THE KEY TO KNOWLEDGE.

Upholding the rule of law begins
with fearing the supreme Lawgiver. It
begins by FEARING TO DISOBEY GOD. But
it does not end there. Notice Ecclesi-
astes 12:13: “Let us hear the conclusion
of the whole matter: FEAR GOD, and
KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS: for this is the
whole duty of man.” God’s command-
ments are the foundation of every law-
abiding society.

Doing the Law

Look at how David describes God.
“The works of his hands are verity and
judgment; all his commandments are

sure” (Ps. 111:7). God’s work is built |
upon truth and justice. Who wouldn’t |

want to emulate that? “They stand fast
for ever and ever, and are done in truth
and uprightness” (v. 8). God’s fair and
just judgments are eternal. He doesn’t
change laws for His own benefit or to
hurt someone else. Neither does He
misinterpret His laws or try to get
around them. He lives by those laws!

David wrote elsewhere in the psalms,
“The law of the Lord is PERFECT, con-
verting the soul: the testimony of the
Lord is sure, making wise the simple.
The statutes of the Lord are RIGHT, re-
joicing the heart: the commandment of
the Lord is PURE, enlightening the eyes”
(Ps. 19:7-8). Paul wrote in Ro-
mans 7:12, “Wherefore the law
is holy, and the commandment
holy, and just, and good.”

An honest study of Scrip-
ture reveals that, from begin-
ning to end, God continually
exalts and praises His law.

Back to Psalm 111: “He sent re-
demption unto his people: he hath
commanded his covenant for ever: holy
and reverend is his name. The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: a
GOOD UNDERSTANDING have all they that
DO his commandments: his praise en-
dureth for ever” (vv. 9-10). Here again,
the key to knowledge of God’s law be-
gins with fear, but the REAL DEPTH OF
UNDERSTANDING COMES FROM OBEDIENCE.

This is not just Old Testament reli-
gion. In the New Testament, Jesus actu-
ally magnified God’s perfect law (Isa.
42:21; Matt. 5:17-18). The Apostle Paul
also exalted God’s law. After describing
the virtues of God in Philippians 4:8,
notice what Paul said in verse 9: “Those
things, which ye have both learned, and
received, and heard, and seen in me, DO:
and the God of peace shall be with you.”

I understand that what you have just
read is most likely NOT what you have
been taught at church. You've been led
to believe that God’s law is too harsh,
that it’s impossible to obey. You’ve been
taught that His law is only for Jews or
the Old Testament—that Jesus nailed it
to the cross. Yes, that is what men say.

BUT WHAT DOEs GoD say? What did
Jesus Christ say?

In Luke 10, we read of another im-
portant confrontation Christ had with
a lawyer. “And, behold, a certain
lawyer stood up, and tempted him, say-
ing, Master, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?” (v. 25). Of course, this
lawyer wasn’t looking for an answer to
that question—he was again trying to
trick Jesus. Notice Christ’s response:



“What is written in the law? how read- |

est thou?” (v. 26). How difficult it must

be to explain this passage if you are one |

who rejects God’s law. Jesus, when
asked how one obtains eternal life,
pointed this man to the law!

The lawyer, well familiar with what
was written in the law, put forth this
response: “Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy strength, and
with all thy mind; and thy neighbour
as thyself” (v. 27). He recited the two
great laws mentioned in Leviticus
19:18 and Deuteronomy 6:5. “On these
two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets” (Matt. 22:40). These
two commands are what sum up the
Ten Commandments (compare Luke
10 with Matthew 19:16-22).

Now notice how Christ unequivo-
cally responded to this lawyer: “Thou
hast answered right: this Do, and thou
shalt live” (Luke 10:28). The lawyer
gave the right answer, but he refused to
abide by this law in his own life. That’s
why Christ went on to condemn his re-
ligion. The lawyer certainly knew what
the law said, but didn’t apply it to him-
self. Again in verse 37, Christ admon-
ished this law “expert” to go and do the
law—to live by God’s rules of conduct.

All through the Bible, God, Christ
and all of their faithful servants are
found to be the law’s foremost propo-
nents and defenders. Consistently,
they all upheld the rule of law.

When men come along and shove it
aside, or pick and choose the laws they
wish to obey, it leads to lawlessness
and eventually anarchy.

Lawyer Lincoln

I find it ironic that though the legal
profession has produced many of our
most corrupt leaders today, it has also
produced America’s finest president.
Abraham Lincoln worked as a lawyer
in Illinois for 23 years before becoming
America’s 16th president.

Lacking any formal education, Lin-
coln taught himself how to be a lawyer.
His primary legal textbooks were the
Declaration of Independence, the Con-
stitution, Blackstone’s Commentaries
and the Holy Bible. These “courses”
taught Lincoln how to try his cases on
principle rather than precedent—on
what was right according to the law,
not necessarily on how someone before
him had interpreted the law.

Here is how Lincoln viewed the rule
oflaw as a young lawyer: “Let me not be

REMEMBER THE LAW Lincoln judged by
the law according to principle, not precedent. "

understood as saying there are no bad
laws, or that grievances may not arise
for the redress of which no legal provi-
sions have been made. I mean to say no
such thing. But I do mean to say that al-
though bad laws, if they exist, should be
repealed as soon as possible; still, while
they continue in force, for the sake of
the example, they should be RELIGIOUSLY
OBSERVED.” To Lincoln, obedience was
more important than the law itself! He
knew the Constitution wasn’t perfect.
But it had to be religiously observed if
unity and peace were to last.

Where do we see that kind of rever-
ence for law and obedience today?
Who is there among us that would up-

| hold the rule of law the way that 27-

year-old lawyer did then? Certainly,
not all lawyers are corrupt in this day
and age. But far too many of them are.
Years later, when Lincoln was sworn
in as president, seven states had seceded

| from the Union to form the Confederate

States of America. The survival of the
nation was at stake. Before Congress, in
the summer of 1861, Lincoln said the
issue of secession “embraces more than
the fate of the United States. It presents
to the whole family of man the question
whether a constitutional government of
the people, by the same people, can or

cannot maintain its integrity against its |

own domestic foes.... Must a govern-
ment of necessity be too strong for the

liberties of its people or too weak to |

maintain its own existence?”

To Lincoln, secession was wholly
unconstitutional. It was treason. And
he was willing to do whatever neces-

sary to eliminate it.

Of course, as we all know,
secession was not the only hot
political topic at that time.
Slavery was even more divi-
sive. Lincoln hated slavery
with every fiber of his being.
Yet, curiously, he never men-
tioned it in that summer
speech before Congress. This
infuriated abolitionists who
were expecting him to eman-
cipate the slaves soon after be-
coming president.

Do you know why Lincoln
avoided the subject altogeth-
er before Congress? Because
slavery was lawful. The
Founding Fathers had ac-
cepted the evil as unavoid-
able and actually inscribed it
into the nation’s supreme
aw—the Constitution. How
would you have tackled this dilemma?

Here’s what Lincoln did. He imme-
diately declared war on treason, even-
tually overwhelming the South with
strong force. In so doing, he saved the
Union, preserved the Constitution and
then LAWFULLY amended it to do away
with slavery.

That is what one leader, who upheld
the rule of law, did to preserve unity
and a law-abiding society.

I don’t think Lincoln could have ac-
complished that without his many
years of training in practicing law.

But look at how things have changed
in little more than a century. What we
are witnessing today is what thousands
of leaders, who uphold the rule of
lawyers, can do to turn society upside
down by promoting victimhood, irre-
sponsibility, disobedience and division.

Were it not for Jesus Christ’s re-
turn, our present course would even-
tually lead to anarchy and our ulti-
mate ruin.

RECOMMENDED READING

Our booklet
Character in
Crisis is available
to you free. Visit
www.pcog.org to
order online,
or see the inside
cover of this
magazine for
information on
how to order by
phone or mail.
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AMERICAN . LAW

T HAS BEEN A MESSY YEAR FOR AMERI-

can democracy. The general election

on November 7 revealed a nation

split, bitterly, precisely down the
middle, over who should be president.
So precisely, in fact, that it stripped de-
cisive victory away from either candi-
date. A profusion of fingerpointing
and accusation erupted over supposed
voting irregularities—and as the lead-
erless country ranted and argued, it
seemed the only thing certain was that
whoever ended up winning would have
exactly one half of the country angry at
him, questioning the very legitimacy of
his holding office.

In the midst of all the discussion,
protest and argument, an important
question went unanswered: What does
God think of all this?

Power of the People

This is a valid question. What does
God think of American democracy?
Do you know? Most people would not
even presume to guess.

Does God believe in “power of the
people”? Does He influence the out-
comes of elections? Does He even care
who assumes big governmental offices?

Before we answer these questions,
let’s step back and first acknowledge

6 THEPHILADELPHIA TRUMPET DECEMBER 2000

Have to Be S0

What God thinks of
American democracy
BY JOEL HILLIKER

some important facts, with proper grati-
tude. If we look around at the various
systems of government that have been
tried through history, we must appreci-
ate the benefits of American democracy.

Given many of the alternatives, an
election day in the United States is a
great day. It is a day of absolutes—a
day of truth.

Does Choosing a Leader

COMPLICATED?

However inaccurate or slanted pre- |

election opinion polls may have been,
they are now drowned in the cold reali-

ty of election results. The cacophony of |

political predictions abruptly ends.
Promises that have mounted on the
campaign trail reach their summit.

On election day, the people—the real
source of power in American democra-
cy—speak out. Not even the slickest of
politicians can hide from his liability to
the electorate. There is no allowance for
a dictator to frighten people into sub-
mission. No office is guaranteed anyone

/‘

Simply think of the “democracy”
where vote tampering and fraud are
rampant, where privacy is violated,
where lives are threatened over how
ballots are cast—consider the country
run by a dictator for decades, where
opposition is illegal and disloyalty is
punished—think of the nation plagued
by violent coups and political instabili-
ty, and Americans can better appreci-
ate their fair, peaceable, stable democ-
ratic system where, generally speaking,
every vote is counted and every voice is
heard. An election highlights the fact
that they enjoy greater freedom than
any people in the world.

Alexis de Tocqueville wrote, “If
there be a country in the world where
the doctrine of the sovereignty of the
people can be fairly appreciated...and
where its dangers and its advantages
may be judged, that country is as-
suredly America.”

Of course, because human nature is
inherently weak and corruptible, no
human government is perfect. Yet it is
on this count that America’s govern-

| ment exhibits its greatest strength. Un-

through birthright or pedigree. The bal- |

lot is the ruling authority. It makes or
breaks a political career.

like so many other forms of govern-
ment, our democracy accepts the cor-
ruptibility of human leaders rather than
ignoring it. Safety valves are built into



the system at every level: Jurisdiction is
diluted across three branches of govern-
ment, each answerable to one another
via checks and balances, to prevent any-

one with power-lust from becoming too |

authoritarian; term limits thwart dynas-
tic administration; and, most notably,
the power of the vote ensures communi-
cation and accountability between the
government and the governed.

It is this fundamental respect of
human nature, leading to wise con-
straints placed upon it, that makes
democracy one of the most successful
forms of government ever tried. Gov-
ernment of the people, by the people,
for the people has produced a nation
full of energy and confidence—and
propelled the United States to unparal-
leled prominence among nations.

With all that said, however, we must
realize that it is not the complete story.

While American democracy may avoid |
many of the problems that arise in other |

systems of government, it also
comes with a heavy price tag,
introducing several problems
of its own, as the November
election illustrated. As Toc-
queville said, American democ-
racy has its dangers too—even
beyond the national divi-
sions it exposes and exac-
erbates. Nationwide cam-
paigns for the November
election cost a combined
one billion dollars, and left some of the
population feeling disenfranchised. Exit
polls showed that fully four in ten of
those who voted said they left the ballot
box uncertain whether the candidates
they had picked were right for the job.
In the presidential race, one third said
neither major candidate

even shared their view of

the time and without fail, the right indi-
viduals—people who will truly and
consistently act in the people’s best in-
terest and not their own?

You will be surprised at the answer!

Who Really Chooses Leaders?

Let’s return to our all-important
first question. Given the problems vex-
ing America over choosing a leader,

what does God think of what is hap- |

pening in the U.S. right now? What
does He think of American democracy?
Having established some of the

| benefits of a nation ruled by the power

of the people, we must recognize an
important truth—something the aver-
age independently minded voter
would be loath to accept.

Who really chooses world leaders? Is |

the ballot truly the ultimate authority
in American democracy? The answer is
an astounding NO!
The ultimate authority over all gov-
ernments, worldwide, is God!
Every election, every appoint-
ment, every coronation, every
revolution, coup and political
mutiny—in every country
and throughout history—God
has allowed, or influenced,
or orchestrated to the de-
4 tail! That is a fact, whether
£ or not mankind wants to

Alexis de Tocqueville HEEIACRE

The Prophet Daniel ex-
plained as much, codified as part of in-
spired Scripture, in this statement he
made to the most powerful of world
leaders in his day, Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon: “...the most High
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and
GIVETH IT TO WHOMSOEVER HE WILL, and

setteth up over it the basest of men”
(Dan. 4:17).

The Apostle Paul supported the
same doctrine in the New Testament,
in a letter to church members in
Rome—the epicenter of the mighty
Roman Empire, even the world, at the
time: “Let every soul be subject unto
the higher powers. For there is no
power but of God: THE POWERS THAT BE
ARE ORDAINED OF GoD” (Rom. 13:1).

There is no world leader that
doesn’t owe deference to God as the
source of his power!
| How many heads of nations, not to
mention the masses who elect them or
otherwise pay them homage, under-
stand this point of truth?

God Is Supreme

Read yourself what the Prophet Isa-
iah quotes this great God Himself as
saying: “To whom then will ye liken
| me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy

One.... I am God, and there is none
else; I am God, and there is none like
me” (Isa. 40:25; 46:9).

Presidents, prime ministers and
kings may contrive great plans, frame
elaborate policies, convinced of their
own preeminence. Here is how the
supreme Creator God describes their
schemes: “Why do the heathen rage,
and the people imagine a vain thing?
The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together,
against the Lord...” (Ps. 2:1-2). And
how does God then respond? “He that
sitteth in the heavens shall LAUGH: the
Lord shall have them in derision....
[God] shalt break them with a rod of
iron; {He] shalt dash them in pieces
like a potter’s vessel.

government. WII ? Only God is capable of

These facts raise anoth- al nes n H “Declaring the end from the
er crop of significant ques- beginning, and from an-
tions. As good as Ameri- ERE’S ANOTHER IMPOR- God challenges any other | cient times the things that
can democracy may be, is tant question: If God “god” to do as much: “Let | are not yet done, saying, My
this really the best we can thinks so little of the them bring them forth, and counsel shall stand, AND I
do? Does choosing a leader governments of man, show us what shall happen: WILL DO ALL MY PLEASURE”
have to be so complicated? why does He involve Himself | let them show the former (Isa. 46:10).

Surveying America’s so much in world politicst | things, what they be, that we | Soon God will reveal
gloomy landscape of polit- It’s because He prophe- | may consider them, and | His glory and purpose to
ical rancor and bitterness sied in detail, in His Bible, know the latter end of them; all people (Isa. 40:5). Ulti-
today, can’t we agree that thousands of years ago, the or declare us things for to mately, His having guided
there must be a better way? outcome of world affairs on come...that we may know the course of global events

Is it possible to have a amassive scale. Healonehas | that ye are gods.... Behold, will serve to convict man-
system of government that the power, the authority,to | ye are of nothing, and your kind of His omnipotence
circumnavigates all of now make certain that those | work of nought: an abomi- and His superiority to
these problems—and puts prophecies come to pass nation is he that chooseth every other type of govern-
into power, 100 percent of just as He said they would. you” (Isa. 41:22-24). ment.
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“BE WISE NOW THEREFORE, O YE
KINGS: be instructed, ye judges of the
earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and re-
joice with trembling” (vv. 4, 9-11).

What does God think of American
democracy? The best answer is that He
looks down upon any government or
leader who refuses to acknowledge His
supremacy! God would
shower favor and bless-

ing, and vanity” (Isa. 40:15, 17).

God “bringeth the princes to noth-
ing; he maketh the judges of the earth
as vanity.... [He] shall also blow upon
them, and they shall wither, and the
whirlwind shall take them away as
stubble” (vv. 23-24). The authorities of
this world would be well advised to

The True Gospel

You probably don’t realize it, but
the gospel message of Jesus Christ was,
at its heart, about this very subject.
Christ announced the soon-coming
destruction of all human, imperfect,
ill-devised governments, to be su-

perceded by one world-ruling king-

dom under God the Father!

ings upon a democracy
or other nation that
truly recognized their

“Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be
instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the
Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.”

“Jesus came into Galilee, preach-
ing the gospel of the kingdom of
God, And saying, The time is ful-

indebtedness to Him
and set their hearts to
obey Him. But when they don’t, His
judgment is rightfully severe.

“Behold, the nations are as a drop of
a bucket, and are counted as the small
dust of the balance: behold, he taketh
up the isles as a very little thing.... All

they are counted to him less than noth-

Psalm 2:10-11

heed the warnings of this mighty
Being, who claims indisputable superi-
ority OVER the greatest of superpowers!

Do you believe these scriptures?

What does this mean for the king-
doms of this world? Will God one day
fulfill these threats against them? Or is
this a bunch of bluster?

filled, and THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS

AT HAND: repent ye, and believe the
gospel” (Mark 1:14-15),

The leaders of Christ’s day didn’t
pass His declaration off as bluster:
They took it very seriously. In fact,
they perceived it as a threat against
them—a direct challenge to their cher-
ished positions of authority—and they
killed Christ for it!

1 nations before him are as nothing; and

How Does GOD Choose His Leaders?

E BIBLE CONTAINS Prophet Samuel to a man
biographies of several named Jesse, explaining
great men and women, simply, “I have provided me
many of them powerful | akingamong his sons”

leaders—kings, pharaohs, (1 Sam. 16:1).

judges, priests, prophets,

There was no election, no

‘ apostles. | conclave of officials—there
What follows then is | wasn’t even, at this time, a
simply a matter of history: known family dynasty being
Within His chosen nation, perpetuated. Neither was
Israel, and chosen people, there any campaigning,
the New Testament church, stumping or intriguing—no
what system did Gob use to debate, no arguing or legal

place an individual into a
position of authority?

tussling. God Himself just
looked down and single-

And then—just as im- handedly chose and ap-
portant—how did those pointed Saul’s replacement
leaders perform in their to lead the nation.
offices? | Not only that, but notice

Studying this history the method by which God
provides some instructive made the choice.
contrasts to the system cur- When Samuel arrived
rently employed by super- and explained his intent,
power America. the proud Jesse presented

. | before the prophet his el-
Looking on the Heart | dest, and apparently most

The example of David, | impressive, son. Here is

the renowned king of Israel what happened: “But the

for 40 years, is well known,
and found in 1 Samuel 16.
Israel was languishing
under the despotic rule of
Saul, whose reign was com-
ing to an end. God sent the

Lord said unto Samuel,
Look not on his counte-
nance, or on the height of
his stature; because I have
refused him: for the Lord

| seeth not as man seeth; for
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| pernaturally that not one

| David—whom no one

pattern. Moses was 80 years
old, tending sheep in the
desert, when an angel of
God appeared to him in a
burning bush to give him
the commission of leading

man looketh on the out-
ward appearance, but THE
LORD LOOKETH ON THE
HEART” (v. 7). Discerning
the heart of this striking
young man, God refused
him.,

In fact, not only him;
God likewise refused each
of several sons Jesse pre-
sented (vv. 8-10). Other
scriptures verify God’s
omniscience, and His
ability to discern a per-
son’s thoughts (i.e. Job
34:21; Heb. 4:13;1 John
3:20). God perceived su-

CORBIS

of these fine young men
would be fit for the rigors
and responsibilities of the
kingship. Finally, Jesse
had to call from the fields
the youngest of his sons,

GOD’S VOTE Moses removes
his shoes before the burning bust

had even thought worthy
of consideration by Samuel. the Israelites out of Egypt
Clearly, God chooses His (Exod. 3). Elisha was plow-
leaders on an entirely different | ing in a field behind 12 oxen
set of criteria than men do. when the Prophet Elijah
e walked up and cast his man-
Other Biblical Examples tle upon him, indicating
. Lookingelsewherein the | thatthe young man would
Bible, we can see this same be his successor (1 Kings



Yes, very soon God will strip all
power away from the kingdoms of this
world. “And in the days of these kings
shall THE GOD OF HEAVEN SET UP A KING-
poM, which shall never be destroyed:
and the kingdom shall not be left to
other people, but it shall break in
pieces and consume all these king-
doms, and IT SHALL STAND FOR EVER”
(Dan. 2:44). “And the seventh angel
sounded; and there were great voices
in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this
world are become the kingdoms of our
Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall
reign for ever and ever” (Rev. 11:15).

The Kingdom of God will rule the
Earth—the very territory now con-
trolled by a teeming multitude of as-

sorted governments. This divinely
ruled kingdom will have all the char-

acteristics of kingdoms today: leaders, |
administrative bodies, judges, citi- |
| cally determined by any of the meth-

zens, laws.

So, what sort of system of govern-
ment will God establish?

Will God govern through “power of
the people? Positively not!

God alone will decide who fulfills
the offices in His kingdom. He will
choose those individuals for their obe-

dience to His perfect law, which will be |
| the absolute standard of conduct |
| taught throughout the kingdom and

expected of everyone (Isa. 2:2-3). He
will ensure that they are deeply humble
people, so He can trust that even with
great authority they will always serve
the citizens before themselves (Matt.

20:25-27). He will choose people |

skilled in administering judgment with
mercy. They will have rock-solid char-
acter and a proven readiness to handle
power graciously.

These fundamental, premier quali-
ties of leadership cannot be categori-

ods of choosing leaders currently em-
ployed. Only God can evaluate with
perfect discernment based on perfect
criteria (see sidebar, below).

Thus the myriad of problems we see
rampant today will be eliminated. The
dangers of democracy will be gone.
“And God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes; and there shall be no

| more death, neither sorrow, nor cry-

ing, neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed
away” (Rev. 21:4).

THERE IS A PERFECT GOVERNMENT—
THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD!

If you want to know more about
this coming government—and your
potential part in it—write for our free
booklet The Wonderful World Tomor-
row—What It Will Be Like. Under-
stand and set your heart on the true
hope of the gospel—the gospel of the
Kingdom of God! ¢

19:15-21); notice too from | name before the Gentiles, paigns, no elections. IT 1S
this passage that Godtold | and kings, and the children NOT A DEMOCRACY, but a
Elijah the men He had cho- : of Israel” (Acts 9:15). theocracy. Rulership isn’t
sen as kings of both Syria ‘ One may reason that administered or ordered
and Israel, giving Elijah in- these were all spiritual lead- from the bottom up, but de-
structions to anoint them. | ers—priests, ministers— cidedly from the top down.
In the New Testament, | and perhaps God wouldn’t The only “election cam-
the apostles selected other ! choose a civil head of gov- paign” waged by God’s
ministers by casting lots, | ernment in the same way. leaders is simply to become
putting the matter into | Butinaddition to the exam- | as righteous as possible—to
God’s hands: “And they | ples above of God choosing | develop character through
prayed, and said, Thou, the kings of Israel and Syria, | obedience to God’s law.
Lord, which knowest the who administered thecivil | There is no need for them to

hearts of all men, show

whether of these two THOU | is the example of King Saul, .
HAST CHOSEN, Thathe may | who was specifically chosen
take part of this ministry | toreplace the reign of the
and apostleship...” (Acts Prophet Samuel with a secu-
1:24-25). | lar-type king. Here was an
Another famous New instance where THE PEOPLE
Testament example: that of rose up to demand a change
the religious zealot Saul, | in government; God heard
who was struck down by | and allowed them to have the
God Himself on hiswayto | leader they wanted. A victory
Damascus (Acts 9). Saul | for democracy? No. Even in
soon realized he had been this special case, it was again
persecuting the very people | God Himself who did the
of God; he converted to choosing (1 Sam. 9:15-17),
their religion, and later to teach the people a vital
became the Apostle Paul. lesson; and though Israel
Understandably, His initial was pleased at first (1 Sam.
presence in the church | 10:23-24), in the end Saul’s
caused much chagrin | failure reinforced the lesson
among the people he had that THE PEOPLE’S judgment
persecuted. But God’s ex- is hopelessly flawed.

planation was simple: “Go
thy way: for he is a chosen
vessel unto me, to bear my

laws in those nations, there

Again, in God’s system

| of government historically,

there are no political cam-

convince anyone else of
their plans, their competen-
cies and capabilities. God

| God’s own heart (Acts

| 13:22). Moses, despite hav-

‘ ing tremendous and bind-

| ing authority, is described

| as being the meekest man

' on Earth (Num. 12:3)—a
godly trait most unusual,
and beneficial, for someone

| ina powerful position.

‘ Elisha and Paul were among
the most effective men God

‘ ever used.

| The fact is, zealous,

| morally upright leaders who

| are humble and submissive

| to God bring great blessings

“When the righteous are in authority, the
people rejoice: but when the wicked
beareth rule, the people mourn.”

Proverbs 29:2

places them in office and the
people are obliged to follow.

How Did They Do?
But now, a vital question:

| How did these leaders per-

form?
The simple answer is, ex-

| ceedingly well—As LONG AS
| THEY FOLLOWED GOD!

After his death, though
he made serious mistakes in
his life, David was praised
for having been Israel’s
greatest king, a man after

upon those they shepherd.
AS A LEADER FOLLOWS GOD,
HE LEADS HIS FOLLOWERS TO
| Gopb. Thatis how a nation
can truly have the peace and
prosperity that all people
seek. “When the righteous
are in authority, the people
rejoice: but when the
wicked beareth rule, the
| people mourn” (Prov. 29:2).
Who better to choose
| those leaders than the one
i and only Source of all right-
eousness?
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proving to be a ma)or disaster! BY GERALD FLURRY

COMMUNIST SYSTEM OF THE SOVIET UNION COLLAPSED IN 1991

The world was stunned.

Many people believe that Alexander Solzhenitsyn did more to
bring down that system than any other Russian.

Few people are aware of the flood of
horror and bloodshed that started
after the 1917 Russian Revolution and
continued until Stalin’s death in 1953.

The Communist regime caused the
deaths of about 66 million people from
1917 to 1953—a period of 36 years!
(That figure does not include the 31 mil-
lion who died in World War 11—about
one fifth of their population.) The Soviet
Union was slaughtering its own people.

One prisoner by the name of |

Shostakovich gave this testimony: “I
was remembering my friends, and all I
saw was corpses, mountains of corpses.
I’m not exaggerating, I mean moun-
tains.... I’'m grieving all the time.”

The revolution began with inspiring
hope. That hope was drowned in a sea
of suffering and bloodshed. Russia BE-
CAME A MASSIVE GRAVEYARD.

Mr. Solzhenitsyn was a victim of the
brutal Communist regime. He was in

the Russian prison system, the Gulag |

Archipelago, for eight years. After that,

he was exiled in his own country for |

another three years—a total of 11 years
in prison.

He saw that prison authorities did
not have serious communist or socialist
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ideals. They were gangsters and thugs
who had gained control of the revolu-
tion. Stalin was the chief gangster.

Speaking Out

Solzhenitsyn began to think about
the Russian Revolution while in the
Gulag. Before and after he was released,
he knew that somebody had to report
the truth. Who would it be? He decided
it would have to be himself. It was his
life that would have to be risked by
writing about a prison system that re-
flected A REVOLUTION GONE MAD.

In his autobiography, The Oak and
the Calf, he said (emphasis mine
throughout), “At last I was beginning
to see revealed the higher and hidden
meaning of that suffering for which I
had been unable to find a justification,
that sharp reminder from the Supreme
Reason which no mere mortal can at
first understand. This was why my
murderous misfortunes had been sent
to me—to deny me all possibility,
snatch from me any chance of lying
low and keeping quiet, TO MAKE ME

| DESPERATE ENOUGH TO SPEAK AND ACT.”

Solzhenitsyn believes God had a
hand in his suffering and in his speak-

Nnhel Prize Winnép
ANED AMERICA

Alexander Solzhemtsyn received the Nobel Prize for
literature in 1970. He is one of the world’s most famous
writers. In 1978, he delivered the Harvard commencement
address. I believe it was the most condemning public speech
ever given on American soil. America and the West scorned
his warning message of hope. That negative reaction is

| of Russian Communism more than

ing out. Certainly he revealed the evils

anybody else ever did.

His experiences made him desper-
ate enough to speak out against what
some have called the greatest tyranny
ever. In the midst of that suffering, he
developed character and values he

would not compromise, even if death

were the result.
One man of incredible character

CHANGED HISTORY. Behind this charac-

ter was a strong religious morality.

“Once again, my vision and my cal- %
culations are probably faulty,” he"

wrote. “There are many things which I

cannot see even at close quarters, many

things in which the Hand of the Highest
will correct me. But this casts no cloud
over my feelings. It makes me happier,
more secure, to think that I do not have
to plan and manage everything for my-
self, that I am only a sword made sharp
to smite the unclean forces, an enchant-
ed sword to cleave and disperse them.

“Grant, O Lord, that I may not
break as I strike! Let me not fall from
Thy hand!” (ibid.).

His life was seriously threatened
several times. But he continued to
write books and speak out against
Communist rulers. Here is what
George Steiner wrote in the New York
Times Book Review, March 1, 1998:
“To use a Shakespearian image: during
the late 1960s and throughout the *70s,
Alexander Solzhenitsyn bestrode the
world like a colossus. The winning of
the Nobel Prize in Literature in Octo-
ber 1970, his expulsion from Russia in
February 1974, the publication in the
West of The Gulag Archipelago the
same year, made him not only the
world’s most famous writer, but a spir-
itual guide, a prophet, an exemplar un-




rivaled since Voltaire or Tolstoy. His
every movement, his most occasional
pronouncements, were the object of
frenetic attention in the news media.
Crowds blocked the airports at which
Solzhenitsyn arrived. In the ‘free
world,” Cancer Ward and The First Cir-
cle sold by the million; in Russia and
Eastern Europe, clandestine copies
passed from hand to hand, keeping
fiercely alive ‘hope against hope.””

Communist leaders intensified their
persecution. How did Solzhenitsyn
survive all this evil? Here is what
Michael Scammel wrote in his book
Solzhenitsyn: “Solzhenitsyn’s moral
purity, his absolute refusal to compro-
mise on fundamental issues, was his
greatest asset, which gave meaning to
his life and work.”

NYW.LLIB-SIOYOI/ATUALHY

STERN CORRECTION Solzhenitsyn |

at Harvard in 1978.

In February 1974, Solzhenitsyn was |

expelled from the Soviet Union. In
1976, he made his home in Vermont.

Then in June of 1978, Harvard,
America’s most prestigious education-
al institution, invited him to give its
commencement address.

Never has such a massively murder-
ous government as the Soviet Union
been so deeply exposed by one man.
And the West agreed with his conclu-
sions. But it didn’t end there. Solzhe-
nitsyn also exposed America and
Britain! And we have rejected almost
100 percent of his severe criticism. That

m——— == —— gk

that an individual be granted bound-
less freedom with no purpose, simply
for the satisfaction of his whims....

“The West has finally achieved the
rights of man, and even excess, BUT
MAN’S SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY TO GOD
AND SOCIETY HAS GROWN DIMMER AND
DIMMER.... All the celebrated technolog-
ical achievements of progress, including
the conquest of outer space, do not re-
deem the 20th century’s MORAL POVER-
TY, which no one could have imagined
even as late as the 19th century.”

What happens when we make a
foundational change in our belief
about the evil in man? As we put more
and more trust in man, we push our
responsibility to God aside. THis 15 A

His Harvard speech sent shock waves throughout the West. Most politicians,
educational institutions and the media turned bitterly against him!

Solzhenitsyn was so accurate in expos-
ing communist flaws should have made
us do some serious thinking about his
correction for the West. But it didn’t!

Today, Solzhenitsyn’s name is
rarely even mentioned in the press!

His Harvard speech sent shock waves
throughout the West. Most politicians,
educational institutions and the media
turned bitterly against him!

This is a chapter in our history that
we desperately need to understand.

Moral Poverty

Alexander Solzhenitsyn has a strong
belief in God. In the Harvard speech,
“A World Split Apart,” he showed that
we are condemned by our own history.
“The humanistic way of thinking,
which had proclaimed itself our guide,
did not admit the existence of INTRINSIC
EVIL IN MAN, nor did it see any task high-
er than the attainment of happiness on
Earth. It started modern Western civi-
lization on the dangerous trend of wor-
SHIPING MAN AND HIS MATERIAL NEEDS....

“Thus gaps were left open for evil,
and its drafts blow freely today. Mere
freedom per se does not in the least
solve all the problems of human life
and even adds a number of new ones.

“And yet in early democracies, as in
American democracy at the time of its
birth, all individual human rights were
granted on the ground that MAN Is
GoOD’s CREATURE. That is, freedom was
given to the individual conditionally, IN
THE ASSUMPTION OF HIS CONSTANT RELI-
GIOUS RESPONSIBILITY.... Two hundred
or even 50 years ago, it would have
seemed quite impossible, in America,

FATAL FLAW IN OUR THINKING WHICH DE-
STROYS NATIONS!

“Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the
man that trusteth in man, and maketh
flesh his arm, and whose heart de-
parteth from the Lord” (Jer. 17:5). Be-
cause we have placed our trust in man,
we are under a dreadful curse. The evi-
dence is all around us!

As many child-rearing authorities
condemn any spanking of our children,
we have seen a series of murders of teens
against teens in our schools. There is evil
in those youthful killers, in most cases,
that was not dealt with properly in love
and discipline—God’s way.

Our families are upside down. “As
for my people, children are their op-
pressors, and women rule over them.
O my people, they which lead thee
cause thee to err, and destroy the way
of thy paths” (Isa. 3:12). This is an end-
time book of prophecy (Isa. 30:8).

God warns against following our
leaders who cause us to err!

Women rule our families. Our boys
lack strong, masculine role models.
Our society is becoming more effemi-
nate and female-dominated.

Young boys become frustrated and
sometimes violent without proper
family guidance, especially from their
fathers. Our forefathers had a much
more God-oriented family life; their
faith in God was much stronger.

How much more do we have to be
cursed before we learn the ugly truth
about our families?

Our people care little about the
morals of our leaders today. That was
not the case even a few years ago. We
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don’t understand or even care that bad
morals destroy families. It is through
the family most of all that strong,
godly morals should be taught!

Deceived About Human Nature

“The defense of individual rights has
reached such extremes as to make soci-
ety as a whole defenseless against certain
individuals,” Solzhenitsyn continued.

“This TILT OF FREEDOM TOWARD EVIL
has come about gradually, but it evi-
dently stems from a humanistic and
benevolent concept according to which

CAN THIS NOBEL PRIZE WINNER
TEACH US ABOUT OUR OWN HISTORY?

Harvard began as a religious insti-
tution. Its number-one goal was to
teach character. Today character is
hardly even an issue in education, poli-
tics or the press. Harvard is certainly
not a religious institution today. Even
if it were, most religions have suc-
cumbed to this fatal and false reason-
ing about human nature also.

America has made radical, far-
reaching changes from what our fore-
fathers believed. They repeatedly said

Today we are lost in the present—rejecting the past and blind to the future!

man—the master of the world—DoEs
NOT BEAR ANY EVIL WITHIN HIMSELF, and
all the defects of life are caused by mis-
guided social systems, which must
therefore be corrected....

“Voluntary self-restraint is almost
unheard of: everybody strives toward
further expansion to the extreme limit
of the legal frames.”

As he says, we blame the social sys-
tems rather than our own evil human
nature. (Write for our booklet Human
Nature—What Is It?)

We are talking about THINKING THAT
MAKES OR DESTROYS INDIVIDUALS AND
NATIONS!

Here is why: “The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately
wicked: who can know it?” (Jer. 17:9).
This is the evil in man that Solzhenit-
syn discussed. The human mind “is
deceitful above ALL things and DESPER-
ATELY wicked.” And yet, in
America and Britain, we
usually reason that human
nature is good. THAT DIA-
BOLICAL PHILOSOPHY IS DE-
STROYING OUR NATIONS!

Imagine what our evil
minds would do with no
obligations and no laws in
society. As it is, there is usu-
ally no teaching of character
to control our thinking. We
live in a world of fantasy and
illusion. As a result, our soci-
ety is being fragmented. The
mind of man—human na-
ture—is  “DESPERATELY
WICKED.” We should be
building God’s character by
overcoming this carnal
mind—not trusting and re-
lying on it! No nation can
long endure on such a vile
foundation.
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CRITICAL STUDY,Selzhemtsyn
perceived the flaws in Soviet
Communism with strl‘(lng ;
accuracy. Then he '
turned his gaze

on the West.

that our Constitution could work ONLY
if our people had character and kept
the Ten Commandments.

TODAY WE ARE LOST IN THE PRESENT—
REJECTING THE PAST AND BLIND TO THE
FUTURE! We have lost the big overview.
Our nations are like the Titanic, speed-
ing into the darkness, as we ignore the
WARNINGS FROM HISTORY AND PROPHECY.
Unless we heed that message, unparal-
leled catastrophe is certain!

Solzhenitsyn said in his speech, “It
is imperative to reappraise the scale of
the usual human values; its present in-
correctness is astounding. It is not pos-
sible that ASSESSMENT OF THE PRES-
IDENT’S PERFORMANCE SHOULD BE RE-
DUCED TO THE QUESTION OF HOW MUCH
MONEY ONE MAKES....” What a stagger-
ing prophecy of today’s news! And re-
member, this speech was given over 20
years ago! Most people don’t care if

our leaders have depraved moral prob-
lems as long as the economy is good.
Polls have demonstrated that again
and again. But we fail to understand
this deadly degeneration.

How much more meaningful Sol-
zhenitsyn’s words are today! Still, we
have not heeded the warning.

The Press

Who has the power to lead us today?
Where does the real authority lie?
Solzhenitsyn had some strong views on
that subject in his speech. “Hastiness
and superficiality—these are the psy-
chic diseases of the 20th century, and
more than anywhere else this is mani-
fested in the press. In-depth analysis of
a problem is anathema to the press; it is
contrary to its nature. THE PRESS MERELY
PICKS OUT SENSATIONAL FORMULAS.

“Such as it is, however, THE PRESS
HAS BECOME THE GREATEST POWER WITH-
IN WESTERN COUNTRIES, EXCEEDING
THAT OF THE LEGISLATURE, THE EXECU-
TIVE AND THE JUDICIARY. Yet one would
like to ask: According to what law has
it been elected, and to whom is it re-
sponsible? In the Communist East, a
journalist is frankly appointed as a
state official. But who has voted West-
ern journalists into their positions of
power, for how long a time, and with
what prerogatives?”

If we understood that we are the na-
tions of Israel today, this problem
could be better understood. Whereas
the Gentiles are prone to be led by a
dictator, we naturally degenerate to lit-
tle or no government.

We are not truly ruled by
those people we vote into
office. The press has the
greatest power! But this is a
symptom of a far deeper
problem.

Ancient Israel—our
forefathers—came to this
same condition just before
they collapsed and were
conquered by an enemy. “In
those days there was no king
in Israel: every man did that
which was right in his own
eyes” (Jud. 21:25). The press
had the most power then
too—not the elected offi-
cials. And soon, every per-
son did what “was right in
his own eyes.” There was no
real leadership. And there is
almost none today. It is a

terrifying reality!
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What is happening today in Ameri-
ca and Britain is what happened rou-
tinely to our forefathers! We are mak-
ing the same mistakes they made.

The book of Judges is a part of the
former prophets. That means this is
prophecy for us today! But we pay little
attention to history and even less to
Bible prophecy—until it is too late.

Why were our people so offended
by Alexander Solzhenitsyn? CAN WE
AFFORD TO SO RUDELY PUSH ASIDE THE
WARNING OF A NOBEL PRIZE WINNER—A
MAN OF SUCH DESERVED STATURE? A man
who was forced to face the ugly reality
of his own land?

What Is Freedom?

Here is something else Solzhenitsyn
said in that speech at Harvard: “The
defense of individual rights has
reached such extremes as to make soci-
ety as a whole defenseless against cer-
tain individuals. It is time, in the West,
TO DEFEND NOT SO MUCH HUMAN RIGHTS
AS HUMAN OBLIGATIONS.

“On the other hand, destructive and
irresponsible freedom has been granted
boundless space. Society has turned out
to have scarce defense against the abyss
of human decadence, for example
against the misuse of liberty for moral
violence against young people, such as
MOTION PICTURES FULL OF PORNOGRAPHY,
CRIME AND HORROR, THIS IS ALL CONSID-
ERED TO BE PART OF FREEDOM.”

Solzhenitsyn says we have lost our
balance. We vigorously defend human
rights, but neglect human obligations,
responsibility and character.

Are we free if we are in bondage to
pornography? Or drugs? Or alcohol?
Or sleazy, violent, mind-bending tele-
vision and movies?

Are young people free if they have
virtually no restrictions? Is it freedom
to drive our cars without any stop
signs or signals?

Is it freedom to desert the little chil-
dren we bring into this world? If we do
so, are they not destined to be in
BONDAGE to the evils of this world with-
out parental guidance?

These are questions that are not
being answered. Our “free” societies
are descending into chaos and anar-
chy—individually and collectively.

THERE 1S NO FREEDOM WITHOUT LAW!
But whose law? Men have adopted
many foolish and dangerous laws. We
need a perfect law. And that is exactly
what God gave us.

“Wherefore lay apart all filthiness

and superfluity of naughtiness, and re- | fully God would bless an obedient na-

ceive with meekness the engrafted word,
which is able to save your souls. But be
ye doers of the word, and not hearers
only, deceiving your own selves. For if
any be a hearer of the word, and not a
doer, he is like unto a man beholding his
natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth
himself, and goeth his way, and
straightway forgetteth what manner of
man he was. But whoso looketh into
THE PERFECT LAW OF LIBERTY, and con-
tinueth therein, he being not a forgetful
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man

tion. But Israel always rebelled against
the greatest calling any nation ever had.

Our failure today is far more hor-
rendous. Solzhenitsyn and many oth-
ers around the world abhor our exam-
ple! And they should. It seems that
everybody but our own people sees our
deadly degenerations!

IS I'T ANY WONDER THAT SOLZHENITSYN
WOULD BE LOOKING AROUND FOR A MODEL
NATION AFTER NEARLY 100 MILLION OF HIS
OWN PEOPLE DIED IN 36 YEARS?

Mankind should have learned, from

Most religions are in hondage hecause they reject God's law and call it freedom.

shall be blessed in his deed” (James
1:21-25). God gave us ten perfect com-
mandments to make us responsible.
We must let the Ten Commandments
show us where we are in bondage.

MOST RELIGIONS ARE IN BONDAGE BE-
CAUSE THEY REJECT GOD’S LAW AND CALL
IT FREEDOM! Men almost routinely
think bondage is freedom—intellectu-
ally and spiritually!

“While they promise them liberty,
they themselves are the servants of cor-
ruption: for of whom a man is over-
come, of the same is he brought in
bondage” (11 Pet. 2:19). There are al-
ways deceived leaders who want to give
us “freedom,” but actually bring us
into their corruption and bondage.
They want us to accept their anti-God
ideas and rebellion.

Only the truth will set us free (John
8:32). And God’s word is truth (John
17:17).

A Model Nation

Here is another statement made to
the Harvard audience: “After the suf-
fering of decades of violence and op-
pression, the human soul longs for
things higher, warmer and purer than
those offered by today’s mass living
habits, introduced as by a calling card
by the revolting invasion of commer-
cial advertising, by TV STUPOR, AND BY
INTOLERABLE MUSIC.

“ALL THIS IS VISIBLE TO NUMEROUS OB-
SERVERS FROM ALL THE WORLDS OF OUR
PLANET. The Western way of life is less
and less likely to become THE LEADING
MODEL.” That is a remarkable state-
ment. So few people realize that ancient
Israel—the nation of our heritage—was
chosen by God to be a model nation for
the rest of the world! Israel was not a fa-
vorite people; they were chosen to be an
example nation to show how wonder-

such murderous examples, that we are
incapable of ruling ourselves!

Now, with our nuclear weapons, we
are about to face the worst disaster in
man’s history—World War 111 with
nuclear weapons. This is the pinnacle
of mankind’s achievement!

When that happens, man will finally
begin to learn that only God can rule
over him.

Solzhenitsyn continued, “THERE ARE
TELLTALE SYMPTOMS BY WHICH HISTORY
GIVES WARNING TO A THREATENED OR
PERISHING SOCIETY. Such are, for in-
stance, a decline of the arts or a lack of
great statesmen [Isa. 3:1-4]. Indeed,
sometimes the warnings are quite ex-
plicit and concrete. The center of your
democracy and of your culture is left
without electric power for a few hours
only, and all of a sudden crowds of
American citizens start looting and cre-
ating havoc. The smooth surface film
must be very thin, then, THE SOCIAL sYs-
TEM QUITE UNSTABLE AND UNHEALTHY.”

This is all done under the guise of
freedom. It is a deadly deception and
we should know better. Unrestrained
“freedom” is the most grotesque kind
of bondage. Is a heroin addict free?
Most of those leaders promising liber-
ty are spiritually corrupt.

Are we a “perishing society”? The
answer is a thunderous yes!

Mr. Solzhenitsyn knows that “HisTo-
RY GIVES WARNING.” But today we are so
shallow that we almost ignore the sub-
ject. More and more of our universities
fail to effectively teach this vital subject.

That is why we don’t see and heed
the thunder-roaring lessons of history!
Great leaders of the past like Winston
Churchill and Edward R. Murrow be-
lieved that history was our most im-
portant subject.

continued on page 26
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tions of Southeast Asia,
which suffered so terribly
under Japanese mili-

Asia presents a worry-
ing picture of a vast re-
gion, with teeming mil-
lions of multi-ethnic
peoples living at Second
and Third World status,
increasingly forced “to
employ ever more des-
perate, ineffective and ul-
timately counterproduc-
tive delaying strategies”
(www.stratfor.com, Oct.

‘ 10). This is a recipe for disas-
|

CLEARING THE F_iOAD in the
| Philippines after a blockade
| protesting high fuel costs.

| | ter on a major scale, particu-
| larly as Asia will not be able
to continue to subsidize high-
priced fuel from its already

| fractured economies. Ironi-

cally, it may well be another

Melto .-
ahead?

sia has yet to show any Asian economic downturn
Areal signs of recovery which slows demand for fuel
from the great economic to the point where oil prices
meltdown of 1997. Besides again become depressed.
‘ economic reforms being Watch for a secondary

Asian financial meltdown in
the coming year.

| handicapped by high oil
prices, the ability to meaning-
fully reform Asian economies
seems beyond the grasp of its
several governments.
Superficial post-crisis re-
forms have barely scratched
‘ the surface of the region’s

& JAPAN

The Italy
of Asia

apan seems at risk of be-
Icoming the Italy of Asia in
the political sense. Over the
past decade, eight prime min-
isters have come and gone in
Japan, and its present leader,
Yoshiro Mori, barely sur-
vived a no-confidence vote in
parliament last month.

The long-term stability

this country enjoyed for 45
years following its defeat by

|
deep financial problems. The ‘
basic means of exchange in ‘
Thailand, the Philippines and |
‘ Malaysia hover atrock bot- |
tom values, forcing Singa- ‘
pore, one of the brighter
| Asian stars, to devalue its cur-
| rency to remain competitive.
Under these pressures the
Asian nations are feeling
forced into cooperating via
regional, multi-national eco-
nomic bodies to consider
such schemes as an Asian

Monetary Fund. The problem | the Alliesin World War 11
| is, the capital required for this | seems to have eluded Japan
type of scheme is not there. during the past ten years.
Added to the region’s woes | With its economy still in the

doldrums, although tentative
signs of recovery are periodi-
cally reported, Japan’s series
of governments over the past
decade have refused to face

are the uncertainties posed by
China seeking greater control |
of South Asian shipping
lanes, and the prospect of
changes in relations between
North and South Korea. the hard decision of econom-
Japan’s seeking a greater role | ic restructuring. Big public

in Asian security must alsobe | spending programs in Japan
considered by the various na- | have given the country the

° tarism half a century ago. -

highest public debt in the de-
veloped world. Government
after government in Japan
has been hit by numerous
scandals, many of which have
forced the resignation of the
incumbent leader at the time.

Having survived the no-
confidence motion, Prime
Minister Mori will not be
resting on his laurels, as he is
aware that his leadership en-
joys only a 20 percent sup-
port from the Japanese pub-
lic. Agitating in the
wings, Koichi Kato,
a fellow member of
Prime Minister
Mori’s ruling Liber-
al Democratic
Party, is calling for
strong medicine to
correct Japan’s pre-
sent political and
economic malaise.

Of greater concern are
those militants who—
spurred on by China’s growth
and North Korea’s aggressive
rhetoric, and chafing at
Japanese subservience to U.S.
foreign policy—call for a
more militant and nationalist
approach to reviving Japan’s
fortunes. Japan’s sensitivity
to perceived threats from its
neighbors across the China
Sea motivated the present
government to consider up-
grading its surveillance of the
Chinese and Southeast Asian
coasts by seeking to purchase
two sophisticated long-range
reconnaissance aircraft for its
coast guard.

Earlier this year the gov-
ernment announced a formal
review of the pacifist consti-
tution imposed on Japan fol-
lowing World War 11. The
formal recognition last year
of the imperial flag and an-
them (links with pre-war
Japan) were additional signs
that this nation is preparing
to move out of its pacifist role
of the past half-century.
Japan is preparing to shoul-
der a defense burden that will
enable it to not only defend
its home islands but also its
vital interests abroad.

As the New York bureau

chief of a Japanese news
agency recently stated, “Japan

| enjoys watching confusion as

long as it does not affect
Japan.” Like Germany, Japan
craves order. The instability of
the past decade is building a
tension in Japan which may
seek its release in the revival of
a defense industry as a means
of reviving its economy.

Watch for another change
of government in Japan and
for a more aggressive ap-
proach by future ad-
ministrations forced
not only to consider
hard decisions for
economic restruc-
turing, but also to
face up to building a
security and defense
capability commen-
surate with the size
of the world’s second-largest
national economy.
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War not far

from us now

Relations between the U.S.
and China have seemed
pretty good lately. Negotia-
tions over China’s entry into
the World Trade Organiza-

| tion have progressed steadily,

and the U.S. granted it per-
manent Most Favored Nation
trading status in October, so
that China now benefits from
Permanent Normal Trade
Relations legislation.

America has even softened
the tone of its disapproval of
China’s human rights abuses
and has offered surprisingly
little condemnation over re-
cently documented evidence
of Chinese spying out of U.S.
nuclear secrets.

It has also appeased the
Chinese temper by ensuring
its support of Beijing’s “one
China” policy with regards to
the thorny issue of Taiwan.
U.S. Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright recently
assured her Chinese counter-
part of U.S. support for Bei-
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jing over Taiwan, insisting
only that any eventual reuni-
fication with the democratic
island be peaceful.

Meeting with Chinese
President Jiang Zemin for 30
minutes at the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
forum in Brunei on Novem-
ber 16, President Clinton ex-
pressed his administration’s
view of the U.S.-China rela-
tionship: “I believe we have
made some real progress in
developing a mature, honest
and working relationship that
is basically quite positive”
(ChinaOnline, Nov. 16).

Sounds promising. But
why, then, do we continue to
read reports of Chinese activ-
ity that is dangerously hostile
to the U.S.?

The International Herald
Tribune recently reported on
a growing change in China’s

perception of the U.S. “In
government pronounce-
ments, articles in the state-
run press, books and inter-
views, the United States is
routinely portrayed as Enemy
No. 1,” it reported.

“Strategists writing in the
pages of China Military Sci-
ence, the military’s preemi-
nent open-source publica-
tion, grapple publicly with
the possibility that the United
States and China could go to
war, specifically over Taiwan.
‘A new arms race has started
to develop,” wrote Liu Jiangjia,
an officer in the People’s Lib-
eration Army, in a piece in
the magazine. ‘War is not far
from us now” (Nov. 16).

The United States is in-

creasingly viewed, and openly

portrayed in the Chinese
state-run media, as an obsta-
cle to China’s two primary
goals—unification with Tai-
wan, and gaining control
over the strategic shipping
lanes in the South China Sea.
These rumblings of growing
Chinese hostility toward the
U.S. become more serious in
light of reports of tangible ac-
tion being taken to prepare
for the expected conflict.

Stratfor Systems reported
on November 8 that, recog-
nizing that it could not hope
to challenge the U.S. militari-
ly in war, “China in recent

| years has begun to focus—in

U.S. AND CHINESE leaders meet in
Brunei on November 16.

procurement and training—
on waging smart wars against
computer networks.”

They are focusing on infor-
mation warfare—computer
network attacks (CNA). Stratfor
, continued, “U.S. vulner-
v 3 ability to CNAs is tremen-
8 dous. The risk of expo-
PA ¢ sure to an attack in the
5Us. grows at a similar
rate as system networks.”

Add to this the fact
that the U.S. is ill-pre-
pared to deal with this
unconventional warfare.
Stratfor continues,
“Awareness of infra-
structure vulnerability
at the national level is
extremely low in the
United States.... While the
U.S. economy drives the ex-
pansion of network interop-
erability, China is accelerat-
ing its CNA capabilities.”

We are reminded that the
computer industry has been
working in recent months with

| the government to ease export

controls on high-perfor-
mance computers, making it
easier for nations that are not
friendly toward the U.S. to

| buy them.

There is a potential disas-
ter in the making here. One
would hope that the conflict
between great powers that is
being prepared for now by

| China will find its way on to

the agenda for the next U.S.-
China meeting.

Taken over

by surprise

Two years after the forma-
tion of DaimlerChrysler
AG through a trans-Atlantic
“merger of equals,” grim U.S.
profit statistics and a major
reshuffling of top manage-
ment in favor of German ex-
ecutives has left American
employees angry and demor-
alized and has exposed a se-
cretly planned takeover by
the German auto company.
When Chrysler merged
with Daimler-Benz on
November 17, 1998, to create
the world’s fifth-largest auto-
maker, the companies took
pains to show they regarded
each other as equals. But cul-
tural clashes soon erupted in
the drive to integrate Chrysler
with Daimler-Benz, prompt-
ing the steady defection of a
number of high-ranking U.S.
executives. The past two
years have twice seen the
American Chrysler Group
chief forced out of office by a
German-dominated board,
with the position most re-

| cently being filled by a Ger-

man executive. There have

| been significant cuts made in

the number of Americans on
the company’s management
board, leaving Chrysler’s top
management to be dominat-
ed by German executives who
take orders from Stuttgart.
Chrysler also reported a
loss of $512 million in the
quarter that ended in Septem-

| ber, its first loss since 1991.

The demoralized Ameri-
can subsidiary now sees not
only that its takeover has been

| completed, but that its “equal

partner” had secretly planned
this all along! In late October,
Daimler chairman Juergen
Schrempp said in an inter-
view with the Financial Times
that he always intended
Chrysler to become a North
American unit of Daimler-

Benz. He said, “Me being a

Of plagues

chess player, I don’t normally
talk about the sec-
ond or third move.
If I had gone and
said Chrysler would
be a division, every-
body on their side
would have said:
“There’s no way
we’ll do a deal.” But
it’s precisely what I
wanted to do”

Schrempp
(Reuter, Nov. 14). '

and floods

irst the locusts, now the

floods. Australia, a land
used to the extremes of
weather, has this year suffered
a double whammy in its east-
ern farm belt. Hard on the
heels of a record-breaking lo-
cust plague, much of its grain
crop in New South Wales, the
country’s prime breadbasket,
has been wiped out by devas-
tating, record-breaking
floods that converted over 30
percent of this state into a
disaster area in November.

For many farmers, this is
their third season in a row
suffering crop losses due to
rain. Already in decline |
through loss of marketsand |
the drain of rural youth to the
cities, this will be yet another
blow to Australia’s rural in-
dustry, which has seen hun-
dreds of farms close over the
past two decades.

Now, with chemically rav-
aged soils compounding Aus-
tralia’s endemic soil erosion
problem, lack of proper crop
rotation, and monoculture
practiced on a grand scale,
the effects of global warming
and resultant climate change
are wreaking havoc on this
country’s farm economy.
Australia is experiencing the
curses that come from break-
ing the natural laws of envi-
ronmental care, farming and
animal husbandry (Lev.

26:19- 21)
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The Drugging
of America

Why the world’s greatest superpower
is also the world’s biggest drug addict

BY GARETH FRASER

EERING OUT OF A DARKENED WINDOW,

he waves to his family below as they

pull out of the prison parking lot.

As he despondently sits on his
bunk, his cellmates offer a word of en-
couragement. This 19-year-old teenager
has become a statistic, another pawned
victim of the drugging of America.
Like so many others, this young man
followed a flight path through the
world’s drug capital—Colombia. He
faces 40 years behind bars for traffick-
ing five pounds of cocaine.

This tragic story is becoming in-
creasingly common for young Ameri-
cans. Captured in the grip of instant
cash, world travel and the excitement
of breaking the law, they embark on a
journey of narcotic Russian roulette.

Something shocking has happened

ranks second behind Israel in receiving
American security assistance. Last year
the U.S. provided Colombia with $289
million (three times 1998 levels). In
addition, 300 U.S. men and women
from the military, Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) and CIA rotate
throughout Colombia in support of
the U.S. assistance program for the
Colombian armed forces, police and
other security and justice departments.
U.S. military pilots fly frequent intelli-
gence-gathering missions over Colom-
bia, and civilian American pilots work-

| ing as contractors for U.S. government

to America. The morally ailing super- |

power is the world’s lead-
ing drug addict.

As the problem spirals
out of control, governmen-
tal finger-pointing rests on
Colombia, the bastion of
global narcotics. America
has now positioned itself as
the chief counselor and
foreign contributor to the
Colombian war on drugs,
blindly believing that stop-
ping supply will eliminate
U.S. demand.

What is the status of the
U.S. war on drugs? Where
is it leading, and what is the
future for America if it fails
to win this crucial battle?

U.S. “Drug War”

* Colombia pro-
duces 80 percent of
the world's cocaine,
90 percent of which

reaches the U.S.

» Eighty-five percent
of heroin seized in
northeast U.S. origi-
nates in Colombia.

e This year, Colom-
bian authorities
have reportedly

seized over 70 tons

of cocaine.

agencies provide direct airlift support
to Colombian army units.

After gifting the Panama Canal and
its strategic military bases to Panaman-
ian authorities, the U.S. military relocat-
ed its southern command to Ecuador.
Today, U.S. flights origi-
nating from Manta cover
the rugged Colombian
coca-producing jungles,
spraying chemical defo-
liants to eradicate over
321,000 acres of drug
farms. Last year 123,000
acres were sprayed. Al-
ready, mutated animals are
being born in affected
areas, peasant farmers are
falling sick, and water sup-

to use the powerful chemi-
cal Tebuthiuron has met
with opposition in Bogota.

The conflict has in-
creasingly spread to the
neighboring countries of

U.S. involvement in Colombia has | Panama, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru,
been steadily growing. Colombia now |
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Brazil and Bolivia.

plies are contaminated. |
U.S. pressure on Colombia |

Most cocaine shipments are hidden
in compartments of ocean-going ves-
sels or concealed within bulk cargo.
Cocaine and particularly heroin are
smuggled by human couriers boarding
international flights.

Much of Colombia’s drug money is
laundered in the United States. Drugs
are sold in the U.S. in exchange for
dollars, which are then sold to a
black-market peso broker’s agent.
The agent then deposits the agreed
amount of pesos into the cartel’s
Colombian bank account, thus suc-
cessfully laundering the money.

The 1999 International Narcotics
Control Strategy Report cited Colom-
bia as producing 80 percent of the

| world’s cocaine, 90 percent of which

reaches the shores of the U.S. In 1999,
Colombia’s cocaine production jumped
20 percent. Despite efforts by the
Colombian authorities and a sea of U.S.
financial assistance, cultivation has dra-
matically expanded due to increased
drug consumption. Since 1995, coca
production has grown by over 100 per-
cent. In addition, Colombia’s annual
production of eight metric tons of hero-
in is produced exclusively for delivery
to the U.S.

The report also claimed that 85 per-
cent of the heroin seized by federal au-
thorities in the northeastern U.S. origi-
nates in Colombia. This year alone,
Colombian authorities have reportedly
seized over 70 tons of cocaine.

Forty percent of Colombia (an area
roughly the size of California) is
presently under the control of the
country’s Marxist terrorist faction,
FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia). Since the 1960s, FARC and
other guerrilla groups have waged a
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bloody civil war against the Colombian
government. However, these groups
lack the military strength and popular
support to overthrow the Bogotd gov-
ernment. Over 1.5 million Colombians
have been displaced by the conflict,
fleeing to neighboring countries.

Recent peace talks have yielded lit-
tle fruit, with both parties accusing
each other of cease-fire violations and
human-rights abuses. With much of
FARC’s income generated by the nar-
cotics trade, the conflict has reached a
fever pitch.

On top of everything else, Colombia
is on its hands and knees trying to
climb out of its worst economic crisis
since the 1930s.

Plan Colombia

At the urging of the U.S. State De-
partment Under-Secretary Thomas
Pickering, Colombia’s President An-
dres Pastrana recently proposed “Plan
Colombia,” a $7.5 billion gamble.
Colombia has pledged $4 billion, ask-
ing the U.S. and European Union for
the remainder. Europe remains hesi-
tant, as it sees the military aspect of the
plan as jeopardizing the region’s secu-
rity. The United Nations has warned
that the effects of Plan Colombia could
inject over 30,000 Colombian refugees
into surrounding countries.

On July 13, President Clinton
signed into law a bill that will provide
$1.32 billion for counter-drug activi-
ties in South America. In October the
money started flowing; 65 percent of it
goes to Colombia, 81 percent of which

PLAN COLOMBIA

| deal also includes the dona-

is slated for law enforce-
ment (military, police, ju-
dicial). Plan Colombia is
framed around “Push Into
Southern Colombia,” a
Colombian Army opera-
tion in which three newly
created, U.S.-trained bat-
talions are to create secure
conditions for police anti-
drug activities in the guer-
rilla-dominated southern
sectors of the country. The

tion of 60 U.S.-built com-
bat helicopters, 18 Black-
hawks, 30 Super Hueys and
12 standard Hueys. Con-
gress has stipulated a limit
of no more than 500 troops and 300
contractors present in Colombia at one
time. However, if U.S. troops are in-
volved in hostilities, the troop cap may
be exceeded.

Fears still remain in certain corri-
dors on Capitol Hill over this Colom-
bian gamble becoming another Viet-
nam-style engagement. Some saw the
“potential ‘slippery slope’ in Colombia
and argued that greater resources
should be directed toward domestic ef-
forts to reduce demand and consump-
tion of illegal narcotics” (Current His-
tory, February 2000).

policy makers have ignored the les-
sons of history. Pushing for change
abroad, they fail to see the malignant
cancer at home. The latest initiative of
training, supplying and support for
Colombia and other Latin
countries highlights past U.S.
failures in the Andean theater,

e Qver 77 million
Americans have
used illegal drugs.

* Twenty-two million
Americans identify
themselves as
regular drug users.

* 10.9 percent of
youth age 12 to 17
are regular drug
users.

Cause and Effect

As an unofficial am-
bassador for world peace,
the late Herbert W. Arm-
strong would often say,
“There is a cAUSE for
every effect.” There is a
CAUSE for the state of the
world today.

The causes of the huge
U.S. drug problem are
deeply connected to moral
decline. America’s craving
for drugs is what causes de-
mand. Eliminate demand
and the market dies. Elim-
inate the cause and you’ll
eliminate the effect.

The American way of life has sim-
ply produced a huge vacuum in many
of its people’s lives which they fool-
ishly seek to fill by the quick thrill of
illegal drugs.

However, today the United States is
in denial. The U.S. market receives the
majority of its cocaine and heroin
from foreign countries. The U.S. cre-
ates the demand, while the foreign
countries are the supply. America
refuses to face the root cause of a

| national epidemic spiraling out of

control. Leading the world in its de-

| mand for chemical escapism, over 77
Once again, today’s baby boomer |

million citizens have sniffed, smoked,
swallowed or injected themselves with
drugs. Twenty-two million identify
themselves as regular users. Since
1988 there have been over 15 million
arrests for drug-related offenses. At
the same time there have been in-
creases in seizures of tons of heroin,
cocaine and marijuana.

M coca production

. Poppy production

B DMZ ceded
to FARC

The Partnership for a Drug-Free
America, in its 1999 household survey,
claimed that 10.9 percent of youth age
12 to 17 are regular drug users. Drugs
appear on suburban streets, school
playgrounds, college campuses, night
clubs, malls, office complexes and in
the homes of both the rich and poor.
The nation’s teenagers talk of drug
cocktails, hell dust, nose drops, smack
and thunder. Over 35 U.S. cities are
identified as major drug centers.
Porous borders with Canada and Mex-
ico have provided easy access for traf-
fickers. In April 1999, the Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy (headed by
drug czar General Barry McCaffrey)
reported, “In federal correctional facil-
ities, drug offenders accounted for 60
percent of the population....”

and positions the U.S. for an-
other costly and disappointing
international excursion.

As Colombian President-elect
César Gaviria said in July 1990,
“The demand for drugs is the en-
gine of the trafficking problem. If
the United States and the indus-
trial countries don’t get a way to
reduce consumption, we will not
solve the problem. It doesn’t mat-
ter how much we work against
the trafficking of drugs, how
many lives we lose. It doesn’t
matter how great our effort, the
problem will be there. The United |
States and industrialized coun-
tries need a way to reduce the con-
sumption of drugs” (Cocaine Poli-
tics, p. 192; emphasis mine),
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¢ DRUGS

The glitz and glamour of the enter-
tainment industry sparkle with a sea of
“stars” whose reliance on drugs en-
courages their fans to snort, smoke
and stab themselves along the rocky
road to “success.” But this is not true
success. It is abject FAILURE!

In his book The Missing Dimension
in Sex, Herbert Armstrong addressed
the problem. “All physical sensations
used lustfully or in a manner of self-in-
dulgence do not prove as physically and
devastatingly destruc-
tive as certain hard
drugs. But in the end
they prove JUST AS FATAL!

“God GAVE us hu-
mans five senses. He in-
tended them to be EN-
JOYED—to give us whole-
some and healthy PLEA-
SURES! But they also may
be put to WRONG USES!
God gave us MIND-power
for sensual discernment.
He holds us responsible
for our conduct in uti-
lization of that mind-

Somalia, the Mideast and Europe have
ridden high on the agenda, while leav-
ing the Achilles-heel addiction to be
dealt with on the sly.

Neither money nor military inter-
vention will solve the U.S. drug prob-
lem. Its root cause is found in the very
character of its people.

In June 1998, the Trumpet pin-
pointed the cause of the drugging of
America: “The most vital battle with
the war on drugs is being played out,
, not in some jungle, but
'"g: on American streets and
* in American homes. The

battle is a brutal one. If
we are going to win the
war on drugs, we must
face the problem here
on our own turf.”
AMERICA 1S ROTTING
FROM WITHIN! Casting
aside the Bible-based
morals upon which the
nation was founded,
America has found a
“better” way—a cheap
fix, a way which leads

power in our human be-
havior. The way BEST FOR
Us is the way of ‘GIVE'—
outflowing LOVE to God
and LOVE to fellowman.
“The very PURPOSE OF
OUR BEING is the devel-

“In federal correctional
facilities, drug offend-
ers accounted for 60

percent of the
population....”

Barry McCaffrey

to off-the-scale vio-
lence, racial hatred,
rape, murder, divorce,
pornography, greed,
mental illness, sickness
and disease—THE wAY
OF DEATH!

opment of righteous,
perfect, spiritual CHARACTER until fi-
nally we may become GOD BEINGS, im-
mortal as sons of GobD in the very
supreme GOD FAMILY!”

Nation in Denial

America’s new president, painstak-
ingly elected by a divided country, now
faces the enormous task of addressing
this national scourge. The outgoing
two-term U.S. administration has
treated the effect but not the root cause
of the national drug addiction. Massive
amounts of tax dollars have been frit-
tered away in token projects master-
minded by the morally corrupt, seek-
ing to point the finger of blame at the
foreign countries which supply the un-
ceasing U.S. demand. These huge
financial contributions to the so-called
war on drugs seem to have done noth-
ing to curb skyrocketing supply and
demand for hard drugs.

America’s foreign-policy decisions
over the past eight years have illustrat-
ed that the leadership of the nation is
in denial. Failed campaigns in Haiti,
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Drugs provide the
escape from reality. The effects of co-
caine and heroin include a warm flush-
ing of the skin, a dry mouth and heavy
extremities. Mental functioning be-
comes clouded and drowsiness sets in.
But the U.S. Office of National Drug
Control Policy also states, “Chronic
users may develop collapsed veins, in-
fection of the heart...various types of
pneumonia.... Overdose may cause
slow and shallow breathing, convul-
sions, coma and possibly death.” Those
physical symptoms aptly describe the
current moral condition of America.
America’s fathers are failing to lead
their families, while mothers and chil-
dren are failing to submit—the struc-
ture of the American family is collapsing
(Isa. 3:1-5, 12). As divorce, homosexual-
ity, abortion and sexual promiscuity in-
crease, Americans become enslaved to
their fleshly lusts (Gal. 5:16-21).
America has rejected God’s law, lost
its way in the greedy pursuit of wealth,
luxury and material pleasures. People
no longer factor God into their think-
ing (Rom. 1:28). God says America is

“full of envy, murder, debate, deceit,
malignity; whisperers, backbiters,
haters of God, despiteful, proud,
boasters, inventors of evil things, dis-
obedient to parents, without under-
standing, covenant breakers, without
natural affection, implacable, unmer-
ciful” (Rom. 1:29-32).

Until the character of America’s lead-
ers and citizens is restored, there will be
no resolution to the cataclysmic drug
addiction, which, if left unchecked, will
destroy this once-great superpower.

America must make a choice. Either
live God’s way and reap the abundant,
joyous blessings, or live man’s way of
continuous pain, suffering and misery
(Deut. 28:1-2, 15). As America turns
its back on God and revels in rampant
sin, He turns its blessings to curses.

It is time to hear the trumpet warn-
ing of this magazine and recapture true
values, receive true education and
grasp the royal vision of our incredible
human potential as part of a coming
family government that will usher in
the soon-coming World Tomorrow.

The Way to Happiness

Summing the subject up, Herbert
Armstrong wrote in his Plain Truth
Personal, March 1970, “Occasionally
someone becomes angry, resentful, bit-
ter, despising THIS RIGHT WAY! A hippie
says, ‘Cancel my free subscription to
your magazine. I thought you were
hip—1I didn’t know you were SQUAREY
Yes, you bet we are SQUARE! We are
square shooters—square dealers with
others. Show us a way that is BETTER,
more PRACTICAL, FOR OUR GOOD, and we
will adopt it. But to go the way of the
unkempt, dirty, filthy and eyesore, the
way of hopelessness, discouragement
and frustration, drowning our sorrows
in drugs, drunkenness and sex de-
bauchery—No, THANK YOU!

“We’ve found THE wAY to happi-
ness, ambition, fitness, vigor, clear
minds, right thinking, anticipation for
a wonderful future, and we ENJOY this
way too much to turn back onto the
way of despondency and frustration.”

Mr. Armstrong is right! There is a
way to solve the addiction of this
morally sick superpower, a way to stop
the drugging of America. Did you
know that way is open to you? YEs!
God is calling on you to change. Stop
walking in the way that causes sorrow,
pain and suffering and start walking
anew in the way that brings joy, peace
and happiness. ¢



¢ EUROPE

Yugoslavia Comes
in From the Gold

The European Union lost no time in drawing what is
left of Yugoslavia into its net. The “newly democratized”
states of Serbia and Montenegro formally became
members of the EU’s Balkan Stability Pact in October.

BY RON FRASER
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dent Milosevic. Why? Because
it demonstrates with clarity
that there has been a specific
agenda behind the whole of the
Balkan situation since its ini-
tial destabilization, following
the unification of Germany in
1990 and the subsequent col-
lapse of the whole Soviet
Russian system.

N THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26, A BRIEF
ceremony took place in Buchar-
est, the capital of Romania. It
symbolized the opening of the
final chapter of the Balkan saga which
began with the deliberate destabiliza-
tion of this region by Germany, in con-
cert with the Vatican, ten years ago.
“This is a historic day. I formally in-
vite the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia |
to become a participant in the stability

pact.” With these words, Bodo Hom- | Hidden Agenda WELCOME TO THE FAMILY Yugoslav represen-
bach, the Balkan Stability Pact’s coordi- | Given the history of Ger- (240 Goran Svilanovic holds the “key to Europe”
nator, handed a ceremonial key to = many, it ought tobeaterrifying o 1oceived from the EU's Bodo Hombach, center.

Goran Svilanovic, the special envoy of
the newly elected Yugoslav President
Vojislav Kostunica, to symbolize Yu-

goslavia’s entry into the European fami- |

ly. Hombach declared that “the stability
pact...is Yugoslavia’s key to Europe.”
A German initiative, drafted by
Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer even
while NATO bombs were raining down
on Belgrade during the Kosovo war,
the Balkan Stability Pact is designed to
accelerate the eastward hegemony of
the German-dominated European
Union by investing controlling capital

in southeastern European infrastruc- |
ture. With Yugoslavia now drawn into |
the pact, the EU will spend 200 million |

euros (Us$166.3 million) over the next
nine months financing major con-
struction projects in Serbia. Clearing
war-damaged infrastructure and re-

constructing vital road, rail and canal |

routes, which make this crucial cross-
roads of Europe so essential to the

EU’s plan for eastward hegemony, fig- |

ure highly on the EU’s priority list for
the revitalization of Serbia.

It is most significant that it was the
European Union’s institution for re-
constructing the Balkans, the Balkan
Stability Pact, which was the very first
international body that Yugoslavia

joined since the downfall of ex-presi- |

thought to contemplate that
the very first policy initiative of that na-
tion, following unification, was to spark
the incredibly destructive division of the
Balkans. As geopolitical analyst Joseph
de Courcy recently opined to some of
our staff, “There’s something about the
German character that’s proven to be
problematic to their neighbors.” Prob-
lematic indeed! Consider the history.
For 40 years under the balance of
power imposed by the cold war be-

tween the U.S. and their allies and the |

USSR, Germany seemingly presented
no problem to Europe. Then what hap-
pened as soon as Germany united? The
Balkan powder keg blew—sparked by
Germany’s very first foreign-policy ac-
tion as a united nation! It was the de-
liberate action of Germany, endorsed
by the Vatican, recognizing Croatia
and Slovenia as separate nation-states
(despite major opposition from most
other countries) that lit the fuse which
triggered the explosion that split the
Balkan nations apart.

To understand the reasons why Ger-
many under Vatican approval created

such a destructive initiative, one has to |

go back to the Allied victory over Ger-
many in World War 1 and the resultant
Treaty of Versailles. Germany simply
never accepted the conditions of that

treaty and their concomitant loss of ter-
ritory. Then, following World War 1,
the Allies imposed much more stringent
territorial reductions on Germany, even
dividing the country between East and
West under separate Soviet and Allied
administrations. But even as they divid-
ed Germany geopolitically, the Allies, via
the U.S. Marshall Plan, immediately set
about reviving the very corporate em-
pires that had built Germany’s war ef-
fort! To the world it appeared the hu-
manitarian thing to do—quell the na-
tion’s aggression by dividing and con-
quering geographically and politically,
then refinance their economy with an
understanding that the enemy would re-
build itself based upon democratic insti-
tutions. Fifty years later, Germany ap-
peared to the world as a very model of
Western democracy—until it was
geopolitically reunited. Now, just ten
years later, the Balkans have exploded!
Through the twin processes of
blackmailing their Eastern European
nations into supporting the initiative
and exploiting an inept, naive U.S. ad-
ministration to do their dirty work,
largely at U.S. expense, Germany suc-
ceeded in gaining the backing of NATO
and the UN to enforce its will on the
dividing of the Balkan Peninsula—wit-
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¢ EUROPE

ness Croatia, witness Bosnia-Herze-
govina, witness Kosovo.

The blackmailing of neighboring
Hungary, Poland and the Czech Repub-
lic into backing the German-inspired
putsch in each of the Balkan countries
took the form of simply directing them
to fall in line or have their access to the
Euromarket cut off. The reward for ac-
quiescing to the forceful division of the
Balkans has been massive influxes of in-
vestment capital from Germany to buy
up real estate, local corporations and
whole industries in central and Eastern
Europe. This surely gives a boost to the
economies of Hungary, Poland, the
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Romania et
al. But the downside is that, increasing-
ly, control of these national economies is

behind the agenda of both as they join in
an effort to extend their reach ever east-
ward, if the pope has his way, up to the
very foothills of the Urals, the mountain
range which divides western Russia
from the great frozen wastes of Siberia.

Unless and until the Balkan Penin-
sula was under EU control, the Union
remained frustrated in its efforts for
eastwards expansion. The EU simply
needed access to the Adriatic coast-
line’s warm-water ports, which open
the gate to the Mediterranean and
thence to the resource-rich continent
of Africa and the strategically crucial
Middle East. The key to that control
was seen by both the Vatican and Ger-
many, the prime spiritual and econom-
ic-political influences within the EU, to

Germany and the Vatican are up to their necks in the Balkan
intrigue. This is common knowledge at the highest levels of
international intelligence and foreign affairs analysts.

going to a German-led European Union.
The United States has simply been an
unwitting partner in Germany’s push
for eastward hegemony.

Much has been said about the pros-
pect of the eastwards expansion of the
European Union. It has been claimed
that the EU may ultimately comprise up
to 30 member nations. The president of
the Commission of European Commu-
nities, Romano Prodi, has stated that six
nations will be ready for accession to EU
membership in 2003. The six that ap-
pear most readily qualified for and fa-
vored for early membership are Poland,
Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovenia,
Estonia and Cyprus. Now Yugoslavia
appears to be thrust into the fast lane for
early membership despite an economy
and political structure seemingly in tat-
ters. Why? It’s simple. The gnomes of
Brussels who oversee the agenda for EU
expansion know that there can be no ef-
fective eastward expansion of the Union
unless and until the Balkan Peninsula is
secured.

Extending Eastward

Pope John Paul i1 once declared that
“Europe needs both her eastern and
western lungs to breathe!” The Vatican
and the EU have long been involved in
an effort to revive history—the history
of the Holy Roman Empire, which once
saw both German geopolitical and Vati-
can spiritual dominance of the Euro-
pean continent yield them unprecedent-
ed power. Believe it or not, that is what’s
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be a fracturing of the Yugoslav republic
as it existed at the end of the cold war,
to soften it up for EU economic, politi-
cal and military dominance. Without a
secure and stable Balkan Peninsula, the
eastern leg of the EU would swing on
an unstable hinge.

Make no bones about it. Germany
and the Vatican are up to their necks in
this whole Balkan intrigue. What we are
telling you is common knowledge at the
highest levels of the international intel-
ligence networks and is known to the
most astute foreign affairs analysts. We
are now seeing the end-game pan out in
the Balkans. Securing Serbia within the
Balkan Stability Pact is crucial to the
continuing strategy of that end game.

New Strategy

Germany tried twice in the 20th
century to become the dominant
power in this world. It failed. It failed
militarily, beaten by the victorious Al-
lies under British and American lead-
ership. Germany has learned its lesson.
Its strategy for gaining and imposing
power changed in the waning years of
World War 11. At the primary level, this
involved salting away multiple billions
in cash, bullion and works of art to fi-
nance an underground effort for Ger-
many’s comeback to power as a global
force to be reckoned with. It also in-
volved spiriting many thousands of
Nazis and fascisti away from Europe to
New World countries, the Middle East
and Spain. Thus domiciled away from

the immediate search for war crimi-
nals, thus financed, they penetrated,
became part of, or even launched
themselves as kingpins in, a global spy
network, ultimately having its centers
in Berlin, Vienna and Spain. In the
meantime, exhibiting the most cooper-
ative side of their mutable characters,
the German industrialists got to work
reviving their corporate empires,
largely at U.S. taxpayers’ expense via
the Marshall Plan. This all continued
with great success until 1989.
Following the fall of the Berlin Wall
in November 1989 and Germany’s sub-
sequent unification the following year,
Germany’s strategy for the resurrection
of its empire moved into its secondary
phase—the Balkan initiative. Ten years

YUGOSLAVIA—THE BALKAN NEXU
Key to securing Eastern Europe

oLano

later, with the dust settling in Belgrade
and in Kosovo, Germany is finally able
to say, “For us, World War 1 has ended.”
The “injustices” of Versailles have been
vindicated, and the West, via a German-
led enterprise, the EU Balkan Stability
Pact, is set to yield to the German-led
EU total control of the Balkans, thus
paving the way for further eastwards ex-
pansion of the European empire.

Ultimately, this Euroempire will
stand on both eastern and western
“legs” (Dan. 2:33, 40). But its western
leg could not be joined to the east
without first gaining possession of the
Balkan nexus.

The German-inspired strategy for
the eastward expansion of the Euro-
pean Union is now well advanced in its



tertiary stage. This involves the take-
over of the industrial, financial, politi-
cal and media sectors of the nations

which are drawn in under the umbrella |

of the EU’s Balkan Stability Pact. It is
done initially by economic means. First
offer financial aid to the country recov-
ering from 50 years of Soviet domi-
nance. Then offer inward capital
investment to the nation’s ailing indus-

tries and corporate enterprises. Better |
still, buy up a controlling interest in |

them. Then tempt the nation by offers
to buy up, redevelop and manage its
major infrastructure—its power grid,

gas distribution systems, water distrib- |

ution systems, port and other transport
facilities. Offer the media a buyout

package they can’t refuse and take over |

the print and broadcasting enterprises.
Then, lo and behold, what was once a
sovereign nation finds itself at the feet
of its economic deliverer wondering at
the speed of economic blitzkrieg!

As we have been reporting during
the past year, the German economic
blitzkrieg is at an advanced stage. The
war for the takeover of national indus-
tries and corporations in Eastern Eu-

rope is well advanced. Now comes the |
Dpiéce de résistance—the reconstruction |

of Serbia, driven by German enterprise
and funded by deutschmarks. This
wins the humanitarian and economic
vote of the West, and will succeed in
the EU winning Yugoslavia from U.S.
and Russian influence. This scenario is
very real and very current! Yes, it is
very, very real. Take a look at the facts.

den desire for peace is the
$4.5 billion that the EU has
promised the Balkan na-
tions for reconstruction,
providing they behave.

Less than two weeks
after Kostunica’s recogni-
tion of the oscE, the feder-
al republic was admitted
to membership at a special
meeting called in Vienna
on November 10. On the
same day, Yugoslavia ap-
plied for a membership of
the 41-nation European
Council. This is normally
a long, drawn-out process.
However, after a special
two-day meeting of the
European Council’s politi-
cal committee held in
Strasbourg, it decided to
place Yugoslavia in the
fast lane and grant mem-
bership by June next year!

What is worth noting is
that European Council
membership, as the BBC
related at the time, “is the
touchstone to EU mem-
bership.” The BBC report
further noted, “Yugoslavia may gain
special guest status with unprecedent-
ed quickness; probably by the end of
the year.”

Watch for Yugoslavia to be pushed
now, by events controlled from Brussels,
into the fast lane to EU membership.

Yugoslavia is hardly in a prime bar-

YUGOSLAVIA
IN THE FAST LANE

October 26
Yugoslavia officially
acknowledges the
UN charter, the prin-
ciples for OSCE,
and the Helsinki
final declaration on
human rights.

October 30
Balkan nations call
for end to a decade
of war—for $4.5 bil-

lion from the EU.

November 10
Yugoslavia granted
membership in
OSCE; European
Council promises
membership by
June 2001.

Watch for...
Yugoslavia to be
placed in fast lane
for EU membership.

sion. Both Yugoslavia and
the EU know this. The
total debt owed to the
world’s financial bodies by
Yugoslavia is $10 billion,
and the nation is 65 per-
cent in arrears on repay-
ment of this debt to the In-
ternational Monetary
Fund, World Bank and
European Investment
Bank. Put simply, Yu-
goslavia needs the EU to
bail it out and will dance to
the tune of the EU piper.
The problem of in-
ternecine turmoil seethes
below the surface in the
Balkans. Albanians want
an independent Kosovo.
Many of the Serbs still
would prefer a dismem-
bered Bosnia. Many in
the Balkans want Milose-
vic indicted as a war
criminal in The Hague.
Kostunica refuses to hand
him over. But to dampen
the enthusiasm of any of
the Balkan nations for
conflict against each
other, their new masters will soon
have their own military force at their
disposal to settle Balkan feuds—the
new European Rapid Reaction Force.
It just so happens that this
230,000-man force is due to be
brought into play in 2003, the same
year slated for the first wave of appli-

-

-
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In a meeting of the
Balkan Stability Pact at I-
Tirana, the capital of Wednesday, October 11, 2000
Montenegro, on October - .
26 president Kosunica | FiScher Warns: Yugoslavs Must Acquire
declared that Yugoslavia L
now acknowledges the | [Democratic Culture to Relate to Germany
UN charter, the princi-
ples of the Organization } BERLIN (AP), Oct. 11— Reunited Germany has
for Security and Cooper- German Foreign Minister a special responsibility for
ation in Europe (OSCE) Joschka Fischer, addressing stabilizing democracy in
and the Helsinki final Parliament on Wednesday, Serbia. Democracy, said
declaration on human expressed his opinion that Mr. Fischer, is the basis for
rights. On October 30, at | Germany should not only a lasting peace in the
the summit of Balkan provide material help to Yu- Balkans. But the priority is
nations held in Macedo- | goslavia but that the Bun- for the moment that the de-
nia, the Balkan nations | | deswehr and non-military mocratic changes be carried
called for an end to a organizations should estab- | out peacefully and that jus-
decade. of war among the | lish a permanent presence | Joschka Fischer tice prev-ail. The Western
republics and peoples of there. He declared that this Balkans is a part of the Eu-
Yugoslavia. The dan- was a unique chance to cre- text of further European ropean comprehensive re-
gling carrot for this sud- ateademocracyinthecon- | unification. sponsibility.
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HEADQUAF The
auditorium at Worldwide 4
Church of God head-
quarters in Pasadena

Absolute P

Gorrupts Ahsolutely

Continuing from last month’s feature, “Our Christian
Duty,” we now investigate where there has been
a real abuse of power. BY STEPHEN FLURRY

F YOU READ LAST MONTH’S TRUMPET
feature, then you are well familiar
with the term “cognitive disso-
nance.” (To review, as Joseph
Tkach Jr. defines it in his book
Transformed by Truth, cognitive
dissonance “permits us to believe two
contradictory ideas at the same time.”)
As our court struggle over Mystery of
the Ages enters its final stage, cognitive
dissonance abounds in the Worldwide
Church of God (wcG)—the church that
repudiated all of the teachings of its
founder, Herbert W. Armstrong—even
going so far as to ban his written works.
The appellate court in California
denied our petition to reconsider the
case concerning our right to print and
freely distribute Mystery of the Ages.
We are now in the process of appealing
to the Supreme Court for final judg-
ment on this matter.
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Meanwhile, the Worldwide Church
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They know they’ve lied to people. They
know they’ve misled their members.
They know they’ve booted out thou-
sands of converts for merely adhering to
what they were taught by Mr. Arm-
strong. They know they have no inten-
tion of ever printing Mystery of the Ages
again, even though their lawyers give the
court the impression they still “might.”

They know that it is they who have
abused power.

Hierarchical Government

The government structure within
our church is an exact replica of what it
was in Mr. Armstrong’s day—hierar-
chical. Mr. Armstrong left little doubt
about how the wcG was organized
when he spoke before leading minis-
ters of the church on February 25,
1981. A transcript of his message was
reprinted in the church newspaper, the
Worldwide News, on March 6, 1981.

“The church is a spiritual organ-
ism,” Mr. Armstrong said, “but it is or-
ganized on God’s spiritual pattern as
explained primarily in 1 Corinthians 12
and Ephesians 4 and other New Testa-
ment scriptures. Of course, God the
Father is the Head over all. But Jesus
Christ is the living Head of the church.
He’s in heaven on God’s throne.
Under Him on Earth are apostles.
Apostles were given the oversight of
the church and its organized work.”

Later, he said, “The basic organiza-
tion pattern is the same today as it was
then.” He then described that hierar-
chical structure, pointing to an organi-
zational diagram while he spoke: “God

| is the Supreme Head over all. In heav-

of God continues disseminating its |

propaganda. A member and legal ad-

. viser for the wcg, Ralph Helge, was in-

terviewed by the Journal newspaper in
its September 30 issue. Mr. Helge ac-
cused the Philadelphia Church of God
of stealing and condemned our govern-
mental structure. “Apparently Gerald
Flurry considers himself above the law.
But without law society becomes anar-
chy. Mr. Flurry teaches that in the
ranking system there is God, Christ,
then him, and he acts accordingly. He
seems to feel he can take what he wants.
Where would this stop? If he can steal
what is protected by a copyright, does
this now mean he can take your car?”
Of course, as we have pointed out be-
fore, it is the Worldwide Church of God
leadership that is stealing and abusing
its power. Even worse, they know it.

en is God, and Christ under Him as
Head of the church but under God the
Father. Below we come to the earthly
area. First, under Christ is His chosen
apostle. Jesus said by their fruits you
shall know them.”

As everyone in the church believed,
Mr. Armstrong was the one who
served underneath Christ as His cho-
sen apostle. “So now we are incorpo-
rated under myself,” Mr. Armstrong
said with customary plainness. Yet, as
all members understood, Mr. Arm-
strong relied on regular input from ad-
visers and counselors. He continued,
“I am appointing an Advisory Council
of Elders, not a board of directors. This
type of corporation doesn’t require a
board of directors. I want an advisory
council...because Solomon says in the
multitude of counsel there is safety.”

That’s the way Mr. Armstrong orga-



nized the government in the World- |

wide Church of God—from the top
down. He made no apology for that—
and neither do we. Of course, Mr.
Armstrong forced NO ONE to submit to

his leadership. All members voluntarily |
subjected themselves to his authority, |

much like an employee would submit
to the owner of a company. If members
did not like it, they were free to leave.
Indeed, some did over the years.

“Theological Despot™

Predictably, in Transformed By
Truth, Joseph Tkach Jr. is quite critical
of Mr. Armstrong’s governmental struc-

ture. “It is said that power corrupts, and |

absolute power corrupts absolutely,” he
wrote. “Mr. Armstrong may have never
wielded absolute power in our church,
but by the same token, there weren’t
many who would challenge him on an
issue. No doubt that is one reason why
he earned a reputation ‘on the outside’
as a theological despot” (p. 184).

Later, he wrote that Mr. Armstrong
“was most definitely and absolutely in
charge of our church.... Since he didn’t
become a captain of industry in adver-
tising, he ended up becoming a captain
of religion.... He was the founder, and
he came on the scene as this transcen-
dental figure whom most of our mem-
bers saw as having all authority and
power, a man to whom members felt
God spoke directly” (p. 185).

In truth, we do believe God revealed
truth directly to Mr. Armstrong—
that’s the main reason we printed Mys-
tery of the Ages. We do believe Mr.
Armstrong had final say and authority
in the church, under Christ of course.

But where we strenuously disagree
with Mr. Tkach’s evaluation is how Mr.
Armstrong used that authority. He most
certainly was not a despot. He led the
church like a loving father—perhaps
more like a grandfather, since he was so
much older than most of the members.

Some “on the outside” may have
considered him a theological despot,
but those of us “on the inside” saw his
dedication to God’s work. He worked
tirelessly, well into his 90s, until the
day he died. This, no one can deny. He
loved God’s work. And he loved his
fellow-laborers.

Employed by Christ

Worldwide Church of God lawyers
deposed my father on September 2,
1998. I'll draw your attention to one
line of questioning in particular as yet

another example of their penchant for | Armstrong to produce the work and,

cognitive dissonance. The wcg’s lead
attorney, Allan Browne, initiated the
exchange:

BROWNE: Do you have an employ-
ment agreement with the Philadelphia
Church of God?

FLURRY: No.

BROWNE: Are you employed by the
Philadelphia Church of God?

FLURRY: No.

BROWNE: Do you work full time for
the Philadelphia Church of God?

FLURRY: I do not. No, I do not.

BROWNE: You do not. Do you work
part time for the Philadelphia Church
of God?

FLURRY: No.

BROWNE: For whom do you work?

FLURRY: Of course, if you look at it
spiritually, I'd say I work for Jesus Christ.

Not giving up, Mr. Browne kept try-
ing to corner my dad. After asking if he
received a paycheck from the church,
Browne then asked for the name of the
payer on the check. To which, my dad
responded, “There is the name
Philadelphia Church of God, but it’s
signed by me.”

“So you sign your own check?” Mr.
Browne asked.

“Yes,” came the reply.

It might seem like a meaningless ex-
change. But think about this for a mo-
ment—the wca has harshly criticized
the “absolute power” Mr. Armstrong
wielded. They have criticized us for the
same thing. So doesn’t it seem odd that
they would try to coerce my dad into ad-
mitting he was employed by the church?
Shouldn’t they, of all people, know that
the Philadelphia Church of God did not
“hire” Gerald Flurry? Don’t they know
that Gerald Flurry is the one who raised
up the Philadelphia Church of God?
Didn’t Ralph Helge say Gerald Flurry
could basically do “whatever he wanted”
to do as head of the pcG?

The answer to all of these questions |
is YES. The question, then, is why did |
' tions. But for now there is plenty of
| public information available to expose

they want my dad to admit he was em-
ployed by the church?

“Work for Hire”
Mr. Browne had hoped my dad

| would say he worked for the church be-

cause it would lend credence to his

case. You see, from the beginning, they |

have tried to convince the court that
Mr. Armstrong was employed by the
church and that Mystery of the Ages was
produced on a “work for hire” basis. In
other words, the church “hired” Mr.

now that he is dead, “the church” can
do what it wants to do with the book—
which is to discard it and keep anyone
else from ever printing it again.

Here’s how the wce tried to explain
it in their motion for summary adjudi-
cation, filed on February 8, 1999 (em-
phasis added): “Herbert W. Arm-
strong served in various capacities
with the wcg, including as pastor gen-
eral, president, chairman of its board,
and as an employee. He considered
himself an employee and, at one point,
had a written employee agreement”—
the brief then references Ralph Helge’s
deposition as its source. Later, the wce
argues, “As a work for hire, the copy-
right is registered in the wcG’s name.”

This is yet another example of how
the wca speaks out of both sides of its
mouth. To the general public, they say,
Mr. Armstrong was a tyrant—a dicta-
tor—a theological despot. He ruled with
a rod of iron. No one dared question
him. He had absolute authority.

To the judicial system, however, the
wcCG argues that the church coN-
TROLLED MR. ARMSTRONG! The board
had final say, they insist. The church
hired him to produce Mystery of the
Ages—that’s why the copyright in the
book says “Worldwide Church of God”
and not “Herbert W. Armstrong.”

To cover their tracks, the wca has
demanded that all of their depositions
be kept in strict confidence. They do not
want the general public to see how Ralph
Helge insists that Mr. Armstrong was
controlled and supervised by a board,
that the board even had the power to
remove Mr. Armstrong from office.

They want this argument kept confi-
dential because they know it’s pure non-
sense. You cannot have it both ways.
Mr. Armstrong either controlled the
“board,” or the board controlled him.

Perhaps after this legal struggle is
over, we will be able to publish some of
the information in the wcG’s deposi-

their duplicitous deceit.

The Last Domino

Transformed by Truth, as we cov-
ered last month, chronicles the many
doctrinal changes that have trans-
formed the Worldwide Church of God
over the past 14 years. On page 98, Mr.
Tkach acknowledges that the church is
now working to change the way its gov-
ernment operates. “We do not believe
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that one form of church government is
more biblical than another,” Mr. Tkach
wrote, “and are taking steps to decen-
tralize our ecclesiastical structure.”

One wonders what “steps” they are
taking and how much progress they
have made since that was written in
1997. But more than that, I wonder
about the timing of such a change in
government structure.

Notice this revealing quote from Mr.
Tkach’s book, on page 186: “There is
no question that [Mr. Armstrong’s] ad-
ministrative and organizational struc-
tures allowed unbiblical teaching to be
believed and perpetuated.” What he is
saying is that Mr. Armstrong’s unques-
tioned authority forced unbiblical
teachings on the membership. He con-
tinues, “In His mercy God has changed
our doctrines first, and we are NOwW
working to change our governmental
structure and polity” (emphasis mine).

Did you catch that? In other words,
Tkach Jr.’s unquestioned authority has
FORCED all these
changes upon the
membership! And
now that the transfor-
mation is virtually
complete, he’s look-
ing into restructuring
its government. How
convenient. ;

Now let’s look at
the facts to see who
really has abused his
power.

Passing the Baton

Here is a snapshot
of the Worldwide
Church of God at or
around the time of Herbert Arm-
strong’s death: It had an approximate
membership of 100,000. Another
100,000 were considered co-workers
(non-members who regularly con-
tributed to the church financially). Its
annual income exceeded $200 million,
the bulk of which paid for World To-
morrow television time, print and dis-
tribution costs, salaried personnel and
Ambassador College operations.

In 1985 alone, The World Tomorrow
was beaming around the world on more
than 400 stations. That year, the church
distributed 85.7 million publications.
The Plain Truth carried a monthly cir-
culation of 8.4 million, the Good News
828,000 and Youth magazine 224,000.
The church received 6.7 million pieces
of mail over those 12 months, answered

"In His mercy Ged has changed
our doctrines first, and we are
now working to change our gov-
ernmental structure and polity.”

Joseph Tkach Jr.

| 1.1 million phone calls and added 2.1 |
million new names to its database. Mys-
tery of the Ages was its most popular
piece of literature, requested by more
than 750,000 people the last half of 1985.

This is what Mr. Armstrong be-
queathed to the Tkach administra-
tion. With it, he also handed over
“absolute power” to care for the
church’s best interests by administer-
ing God’s law of love.

Absolute Power Corrupts Absolutely

One of Mr. Tkach Sr.’s first adminis-
trative decisions was to reopen the Big
Sandy campus of Ambassador College.
Five weeks before he died, Mr. Arm-
strong announced plans to close the
campus so that the church could focus
its energies and resources on the head-
quarters campus in Pasadena. After re-
ceiving criticism for reversing Mr.
Armstrong’s ruling, Mr. Tkach told
members that Mr. Armstrong never
said he wanted to close Big Sandy.

Barely six months
into his administra-
tion, Mr. Tkach Sr.
started de-emphasiz-
ing Mr. Armstrong’s
office and exalting
his own. He omitted
several references to
Mr. Armstrong’s of-
fice in the serializa-
tion of Mystery of the
Ages that appeared in
the Plain Truth’s July
1986 issue. By Janu-
ary 1987, after just
one year at the helm,
Tkach Sr. referred to
himself as an apostle,
the highest human rank mentioned in
scripture. Mr. Armstrong, we should
note, did not anoint Mr. Tkach as
apostle when he handed over the
reigns of government in 1986. He ap-
pointed him pastor general.

Mr. Tkach used every bit of his self-
appointed power in initiating change.
In 1987, he changed the church’s long-
standing position on healing and
shortened the church’s most popular
book, The United States and Britain in
Prophecy, chopping 70 percent of Mr.
Armstrong’s original material.

In 1988, he discarded The United
States and Britain in Prophecy alto-
gether, along with Mr. Armstrong’s

best work, Mystery of the Ages. He also
began pursuit of accreditation for Am-
bassador College, saying the school
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would be forced to close down unless it
conformed to the accreditation
board’s strictures. That, of course, was
not true. After more criticism, Mr.
Tkach tried to convince members that

' Mr. Armstrong had always wanted the

school to be accredited anyway—also
untrue. The following year, Mr. Tkach
closed the Pasadena campus and ex-
panded activities at Big Sandy, com-
pletely reversing, in just three years,
Mr. Armstrong’s final instructions for
the college’s future.

In 1989, Mr. Tkach quietly discon-
tinued The Plain Truth About Christ-
mas and The Missing Dimension in Sex,
the latter without any explanation of-
fered whatsoever. That year, he also
told members not to assign scriptures
to personalities, calling those who did
“spiritually presumptuous.” Mr. Arm-
strong, of course, did that routinely.
After some members brought this to
Mr. Tkach’s attention, he said Mr.
Armstrong never assigned scriptures
to personalities.

Concerning Mystery of the Ages,
Mr. Tkach first attributed its removal
to cost. He also said it had a few minor
errors that needed updating. As late as
1990, he insisted that no doctrines in
the book had been changed or altered,
even though his son admitted privately
the year before that the book was “rid-
dled with error.”

In 1991, the church reversed its
unique position on the “born again”
doctrine. After a flood of negative re-
sponse to the change, remarkably, Mr.
Tkach said there was “no change”—
only a clarification. That year, the
church also changed positions on the
Kingdom of God, the exclusivity of the
church and the fact that Christ could
have sinned. They discontinued the
booklets Who or What is the Prophetic
Beast?, Why Were You Born?, All
About Water Baptism and The Won-
derful World Tomorrow. Yet, even still,
when asked about the changes, they
consistently responded, “Changes?
What changes?”

In 1992, Mr. Tkach accepted the tra-
ditional trinity doctrine, said the Ten
Commandments were important but
not enough, and taught that members
were now “saved.” He discontinued the
booklet Why Marriage? and introduced
the new booklet God Is..., paving the
way for changing the Godhead doctrine.
Members no longer bought into the
“What changes?” defense. So late that
year, Mr. Tkach finally admitted things
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had changed, sort of. Incredibly, he said
Mr. Armstrong had, on his deathbed,
commissioned him to look into the
“very changes” that had been made.

In 1993, they reversed positions on
the God-family doctrine, insisted that
God does not have a body and said
that Jesus was not the God of the Old
Testament—all in stark contrast to Mr.
Armstrong’s teachings.

In early 1994, they announced a
“new, more effective way” of using the
television medium by canceling The
World Tomorrow program in favor of
running occasional commercials. It
was as if the Tkach administration was
incapable of embarrassment. The real
reason they pursued this new, more ef-
fective way of using television was be-
cause church membership and income
were plummeting.

When the college finally obtained
accreditation in 1994, the church still
insisted it was what Mr. Armstrong
always wanted, even though he had
condemned it as late as six months
before he died. Ironically, after saying
they needed accreditation to survive,
upon finally obtaining it, the college
folded up. In trying to make sense of
what happened, the church actually
pinned the blame on Mr. Armstrong:
“He chose not to make provisions for
the long-range operation of the
church or for Ambassador” (Gilmer
Mirror, Jan. 4, 1997).

Yet, despite all this “positive
change” and “growth”—even as the
church itself was falling apart—
Tkach Sr. retained all of his AuTo-
CRATIC POWER right up until he died
of cancer in the fall of 1995. He used
that self-appointed authority to
anoint his son, Joseph Tkach Jr., as
ABSOLUTE RULER of the church.

Tkach Jr., as he admits in his own
book, has also retained full authority
and power throughout the entire

“transformation.” Only now, after |

“God” has seen fit to “change the doc-
trines first,” will he consider altering
the church’s governmental structure.

What a sham. He knows, of course,
that he couldn’t have seized control of
the church, betrayed Mr. Armstrong’s
ideals and silenced his voice by ban-
ning his written works were it not for
the “absolute power” he has presum-
ably come to detest. Joseph Tkach Jr.
knows that were it not for abusing his
own absolute power, this “innocent”
transformation would have never
come about. ¢

Yugoslavia fom page

cant nations to join the Union from
the east and southeast.

It has taken decades to build the Eu-
ropean Union from its inception as the
European Steel and Coal Community
in 1949 to its present powerhouse eco-
nomic and political status. Its collec-
tive economy is now second only to
that of the U.S. and in fact stands on
the brink of overtaking the U.S. in size,
extent and scope, on present trends,
within months.

Yet the progress of this economic
and political giant to its present posi-
tion as a global power has seemingly
been at times painful, cumbersome
and slow. This is not surprising, given
its ethnic mix and the tendency for its
individual member nations to always
be seeking the best deal for themselves
as they proceed towards federation
under a single constitution.

Considering this, what is most
startling is the speed with which two
EU initiatives are now moving into
high gear, each of which had its gene-
sis in the Kosovo conflict that erupted
in April 1999: the new EU defense
force and the Balkan Stability Pact.
Javier Solana, EU foreign-policy guru,
describes the development of the EU
Rapid Reaction Force as “moving

- with the speed of light.” That’s un-

precedented in EU history, consider-
ing that most of its efforts have seem-

ingly moved at a snail’s pace by com- |

parison—at least up to 1990! With re-
spect to the Balkan Stability Pact, its
drive to cement Yugoslavia into the in-
stitutions that will lead it towards EU
membership is without precedent. Or-
dinarily, to qualify for EU member-
ship, applicant nations are supposed
to meet stringent economic standards
which require a fundamental recon-
stitution of the nation’s economy and
its basic systems of government and
administration over a period of years.
In the rush to absorb Yugoslavia into
the EU, this process is being largely
swept aside.

German Political Will

The Germans are an energetic and
enterprising folk. Well-organized, with
an eye for detail, they have a rich her-
itage of the arts and are certainly a cul-
turally advanced nation given to great

friendliness. Yet the Germans have a |

dark side to their character which has
shown itself at its worst during the past
century. Unlike Anglo-Saxons, the
Germans are a people easily led. Give
them a strong leader and they will
readily fall in line and follow. That is

| not the way of the British and Ameri-

can peoples. They simply find it hard
to submit to government. Yet there is
good and bad leadership. Sadly, Ger-
many has demonstrated in the past an
inability to discern between leadership
that is constructive and that which is
destructive to the most extreme extent.

That it is German political will that
is driving the eastward push of the Eu-
ropean Union is patently obvious to all.

| What happens if this German political

will ends up dominating the new Rapid
Reaction Force in the same aggressive
way that it is currently leading Europe
economically and politically? What if

German political will becomes German

military might yet once again? Could it
happen? Will it happen—again?

Well, believe it or not, your Bible
says it will. It’s time you started to
watch the world scene. America and
Britain are generally not watching, not
watching out for the repetition of his-
tory. A nation not watching is a nation
unguarded. You need to be on guard.

Keep reading the Philadelphia
Trumpet. We tell it like it is—and we
tell you before it happens; that’s the
best way to be prepared when events
actually happen. Keep watching Eu-
rope—watch Yugoslavia—watch Ger-
many—watch, especially, the Euro-
pean Union, and read our reports next
month on the outcome of the crucial
EU summit meeting in Nice, France,
being held this month. Decisions made
at that meeting will soon affect you
economically, politically and militari-
ly. “Therefore let us not sleep, as do
others; but let us watch and be sober”
(1 Thes. 5:6). ¢

RECOMMENDED READING

Our booklet
The Rising Beast
is available to you
atnocost. Vist [ &
www.pcogorgto [
order online, o
or see the inside
cover of this
magazine for -
information on . |
how to order by BEAS
phone or mail.
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NObel P r ize from page 13

Most of our people don’t know that
today. Nor do they care to know. In
fact, they usually refuse to know.

That means we are going to pay
some mind-splitting penalties for this
attitude. It is time to wake up!

How could Alexander Solzhenitsyn
be so right about the Communist sys-
tem and so wrong about the Western
system-—as most Westerners reason?
Are we so sure we’re right that we
won’t even listen to objective criticism?
Why would Solzhenitsyn even give
such a speech? All it got him was
ridicule and scorn. Isn’t is possible he
wanted to help us save our nations
from disaster?

He has suffered as few people have
in this modern world. And HE LEARNED
SOME PROFOUND LESSONS IN THE PROCESS.

If we fail to listen to the warnings—
especially God’s—then God is left with
one only option.

All of those nuclear bombs would
remain unexploded if mankind would
listen to God’s words today. If they fail
to listen, God is going to get their at-
tention the only way He can!

Where Is Our Courage?

This Nobel Prize winner struck at
the very heart of what makes a nation
great—or what causes a superpower to
fall. He continued in his Harvard
speech, “A decline in courage may be
the MOST STRIKING FEATURE THAT AN
OUTSIDE OBSERVER NOTICES IN THE WEST
TODAY. The Western world has lost its
civic courage, both as a whole and sep-
arately, in each country, in each gov-
ernment, in each political party, and,
of course, in the United Nations. Such
a decline in courage is particularly no-
ticeable AMONG THE RULING AND INTEL-
LECTUAL ELITES, causing an impression
of a loss of courage by the entire soci-
ety. There are many courageous indi-
viduals, but they have no determining
influence on public life.

“Political and intellectual func-
tionaries...BASE STATE POLICIES ON
WEAKNESS AND COWARDICE. And the de-
cline in courage, at times attaining
what could be termed A LACK OF MAN-
HOOD...[means] they get tongue-tied
and paralyzed when they deal with
powerful governments and threaten-
ing forces, with aggressors and inter-
national terrorists.
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“Must one point out that from an-
cient times a decline in courage HaAs
BEEN CONSIDERED THE FIRST SYMPTOM OF
THE END?” :

That last line truly disturbed many
people! He stated a great truth of histo-
ry that has been demonstrated repeat-
edly, but that few men have learned. It
has been proven again and again since
“ancient times.” A radical decline in
courage is a frightening symptom of
the end of America and Britain!

HE 1S DISCUSSING THE DEATH OF OUR
NATIONS! But that is only a small part of
the problem. History also thunders
that he is right. So does Bible prophecy.

What a powerful warning Mr. Sol-
zhenitsyn gave, if only we would heed
and get to the CAUSE of our problems.

America has suffered many foreign-
policy setbacks in recent years. No-
body fears the great American super-
power anymore.

America is called the world’s only
superpower. We do have the military
might. But Solzhenitsyn says we lack
the WILL to use it.

In this world full of tigers, a super-
power can’t resign or sneak off into the
night. Other nations know that if they
can destroy a superpower, they be-
come a superpower themselves.

This is a sobering thought that
America should keep in mind!

Solzhenitsyn made other condemn-
ing statements about the West, but they
were made over a long period of time.
Mostly they were unnoticed or ignored.
But his speech at Harvard was different.
On that hot summer day in 1978, he
had the attention of America’s intellec-
tual elite. The press was there, listening
intently. A speech like that, so concen-

world’s political and economic leaders,
responsible for the security and well-
being of the globe. But many members
of the Clinton administration are
PLAGUED BY SELF-DOUBT in their deal-
ings with the pariah states and sources
of terror and instability. This schizo-
phrenia leads to confusion, both with-
in the U.S. government and among
America’s allies....

“This is not the behavior EXPECTED
from the WORLD’S ONLY SUPERPOWER.

“Since the end of the cold war,
Washington has been the undisputed
capital of the world. If the Americans
do not fill this leadership role, the rogue
states and regional conflicts will grow
out of control, and the world economic
system will spiral into depression....

“In response, Israelis could decide
that despite all the promises and assur-
ances, in a prolonged crisis, THE U.S. 1s
NOT A RELIABLE ALLY.”

This prestigious newspaper states
that America is “plagued by self-
doubt” and has a “schizophrenia” that
leads to confusion.

There is indeed a leadership role
that urgently needs to be filled in the
Middle East by a strong America. But
we are failing badly. Many Israelis say
we are not acting like the world’s only
superpower. Some of our foreign
friends have already decided that we
are not a “reliable ally”! THAT KIND OF
THINKING WOULD DISTURB US MIGHTI-
LY—IF WE WERE A REAL SUPERPOWER! But
we are too weak to be stung by such
words, much less demonstrate to the
world that they are wrong. The weaker
our foreign policy, the more an anti-
American tide rises around the world.

Here is what Solzhenitsyn said in

AMERICA IS CALLED THE WORLD'S ONLY SUPERPOWER. WE DO HAVE THE MILI-
TARY MIGHT. BUT SOLZHENITSYN SAYS WE LACK THE WILL TO USE IT.

trated and focused, and with such an at-
tentive audience, could not be ignored!

A Broken Will

Several years earlier, Solzhenitsyn
said, “We see [the West] today, crawl-
ing on hands and knees, ITS WILL PARA-
LYZED.”

This Nobel Prize winner has spoken
more forcefully than others. But
haven’t we noticed the many other crit-
ics outside Britain and America today?

Notice this comment from the
Jerusalem Post International Edition,
February 21, 1998: “The Americans
view themselves, correctly, as the

The Oak and the Calf: “Unmoved by
all the misfortunes and threats that
hemmed us in, I knew that it was time:
time to find some way of shocking the
West into the realization that it could
not look after its own interests, that
while it raged implacably against the
weak, it invariably lost, INVARIABLY
SURRENDERED TO ROCK-HARD TYRANTS.”

The West “invariably surrendered
to rock-hard tyrants” like Saddam
Hussein. And isn’t he still in power be-
cause we lacked the will to remove him
in the Persian Gulf War?

That same year, 1991, America and
the entire United Nations succumbed



to the bullying tactics of a resurgent | great power in the end time, but our

Germany regarding the independence
of Croatia and Slovenia.

Still, America likes to nurture the il-
lusion that we are the world’s only su-
perpower.

“During my time in the camps, I
had gotten to know the enemies of the
human race quite well: They respect
the big fist and nothing else; the harder
you slug them, the safer you will be.
(PEOPLE IN THE WEST SIMPLY WILL NOT
UNDERSTAND THIS...)” (ibid.).

We REFUSE to understand because of
our weak will!

wiLL would be broken. That has hap-
pened exactly as God prophesied!

And that is exactly the way Alex- |

ander Solzhenitsyn and others have
described Britain and especially Amer-
ica today.

God often agrees with our foreign-
policy critics. Our weakness is directly
TIED TO THE ALL-POWERFUL GoD! That
should cause us to pause and think.

Daniel prophesied that the words of

| Moses, like the book of Leviticus, were

for this end time (Dan. 9:13). Our bro-
ken will is just one of the curses upon us.

“EVEN 90 YEARS AGO, IT WOULD HAVE SEEMED QUITE IMPOSSIBLE, IN AMERIGA,
THAT AN INDIVIDUAL BE GRANTED BOUNDLESS FREEDOM WITH NO PURPOSE,
SIMPLY FOR THE SATISFACTION OF HIS WHIMS."

There were many mistakes made in |

the Vietnam War. But we rarely ever
discuss why President Kennedy got us
involved in the first place. The presi-
dent knew we were NOT taking a stand
against the rock-hard Communist

tyrants at that time the way we should. |

He said, “We must show some resolve
to the Communists.” We did just the
opposite in Vietnam. And to this day
we still haven’t shown them that “re
solve.” And what’s more, we are not
going to in the future.

Herbert W. Armstrong said,
“America has won its last war.” I agree
completely. So does Bible prophecy.

What Is the Solution?

Let’s look at a prophecy that is for
this end time. Leviticus 26 is called the

blessings and cursings chapter. God |

promises blessings upon Israel for
obedience, cursings for disobedience.
Israel today is primarily America and
Britain. (You can prove this by read-
ing our free booklet The United States
and Britain in Prophecy.) “But if ye
will not hearken unto me, and will not
do all these commandments...I wiLL
SET MY FACE AGAINST YOU, and ye shall
be slain before your enemies: they that
hate you shall reign over you; and ye
shall flee when none pursueth you”
(Lev. 26:14, 17). It’s a dreadful condi-
tion to have God “against you.” “And
if ye will not yet for all this hearken
unto me, then I will punish you seven
times more for your sins. And I wiLL
BREAK THE PRIDE OF YOUR POWER” (vv.
18-19). If we disobey God, He has
promised to break the pride of our
power. That means we would be a

Daniel was written for this end time
(Dan. 12:4, 9). And he says the book of

Leviticus, which Moses wrote, is for the |

nations of Israel in this end time as well.

Most people don’t even know who
the nations of Israel are today. But
these prophecies indicate that God’s
very elect would know and proclaim to
the world who they are. It is a critical
job that must be done.

Why don’t we understand God’s
truth and prophecies? Daniel says it is
because we won’t repent and turn from
our sins. God would give us under-
standing if we would just repent of our
sins. God commands us to TURN to His
righteousness and blessings. We will

never understand who we are and what |

is happening to us until we turn to
God. That includes religion.

The whole world is deceived (Rev.
12:9). Religion most of all!

“Therefore hath the Lord watched
upon the evil, and brought it upon us:
for the Lord our God is righteous in all
his works which he doeth: for we
obeyed not his voice” (Dan. 9:14). God
is actually bringing all the evils upon
us because of our sins. And the Leviti-

cus prophecy says the problems will |

intensify until we repent or die!

That is what it means when it says
God is “against” us!

Ezekiel is also an end-time book ad-
dressed to Israel. “Therefore thus saith
the Lord God; Behold, I, even I, am
AGAINST THEE, and will execute judg-
ments in the midst of thee in the sight
of the nations” (Ezek. 5:8). “I, even I”
am against you, God says. This repeti-
tion is to emphasize the horror of the
statement.

WHO COULD BE IN A MORE HORRIFY-
ING STATE? God is going to punish us in
the sight of all nations. If we don’t re-
pent collectively, just sit back and
watch it happen very fast.

“And I will do in thee that which I
have not done, and whereunto I will
not do any more the like, because of all
thine abominations” (v. 9). Our pun-
ishment will be the worst ever inflicted
on any nation! (Matt. 24:21-22; Jer.
30:7; Dan. 12:1). It will happen because
of all our “abominations.”

Our punishment is going to be the
worst ever because our sins are the
most abominable in our history!

There is a great cause behind God’s
punishment. “Thus shall mine anger
be accomplished, and I will cause my
fury to rest upon them, and I will be
comforted: and THEY SHALL KNOW THAT
I THE LORD have spoken it in my zeal,
when I have accomplished my fury in
them” (Ezek. 5:13). We are going to
get to KNOw Gob. We don’t know Him
today because Satan is the god of this
world (11 Cor. 4:1-4). Mankind wor-
ships him rather than the true God.

How grotesque can our deception
be? Being so deeply deceived shows
that we refuse to accept God’s truth.
People love living in deceit!

Future Filled With Hope

America, Britain and all the nations
of Israel have failed God. Now God is
using spiritual Israel—His church—to
do His work. But God chose the tribes
of Israel to do His work, and He will
yet choose them to lead all the other
nations to God!

“For there shall be a day, that the
watchmen upon the mount Ephraim
shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to
Zion unto the Lord our God. For thus
saith the Lord; Sing with gladness for
Jacob, and shout among the CHIEF of
the nations: publish ye, praise ye, and
say, O Lord, save thy people, the rem-
nant of Israel” (Jer. 31:6-7).

Jacob {(whose name was later
changed to Israel) is going to be “chief
of the nations.” He will lead the world
“unto the Lord our God.” Our nations
should be doing this now. But God is
merciful and will still cause Israel to
fulfill His will.

Then Israel will have the respect
and love of the world. They receive
contempt from many other nations
today. An inspiring change is about to
occur. What a wonderful, loving God

| wehave! &
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LETTERS

Pel' SOIlal from page 1

TUTION OF THIS GREAT LAND, MORE THAN
THEIR MAN BECOMING PRESIDENT? HERE IS
THE HEART OF THIS CRISIS! I believe that
they can’t even relate to what ’'m writ-
ing. They have been practicing this evil
for too long! Putting self above the
Constitution has become a way of life.
Here is the real constitutional crisis.

This painful truth portends a black
future for America unless we make
some serious changes.

Even if the courts stop the lawyer
blitz, too many politicians and mem-
bers of the press have given dignity to a
destructive attack on our law and the
Constitution. These institutions are
going to be less respected and even
hated by many people.

It was Patrick Henry who said,
“Give me liberty or give me death.”
The Constitution is what gives us our
liberty. Too many of our leaders are
saying, “Give me political victory and
to Hades with the Constitution!”

The presidential office has been
dangerously crippled.

Already our foreign policy is being
adversely affected. “The United States’
descent into electoral chaos is likely to
diminish its effectiveness as chief me-
diator in the Middle East...” (Agence
France Press, Nov. 13).

“The real danger the American elec-
tion poses is that it calls into question
the legitimacy of the presidency. Since
the president is the chief agent of U.S.
foreign policy, this could destabilize
the international system. The conse-
quences are not trivial” (“Worldview,”
www.stratfor.com, Nov. 13).

But do our leaders see that “the
consequences are not trivial”’? Do we
see what we are doing to our country?

People have become so ignorant of
history, they are unaware of how deli-
cate a democracy is. Like Humpty
Dumpty, once it falls, you can’t put it
back together again.

A mature understanding of history
would help us to see the inherent dan-
gers. So would understanding Bible
prophecy.

“For, behold, the Lord, the Lord of
hosts, doth take away from Jerusalem
and from Judah the stay and the staff,
the whole stay of bread, and the whole
stay of water, The mighty man, and the
man of war, the judge, and the prophet,
and the prudent, and the ancient, The
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| captain of fifty, and the honourable

man, and the counsellor, and the cun-
ning artificer, and the eloquent orator.
And I will give children to be their
princes, and babes shall rule over them”
(Isa. 3:1-4). This book was specifically
written for the end time (Isa. 30:8). The
mighty man, the judge, the prudent and
the HONORABLE MAN have been taken
away. Mostly we are left with childish
leaders who are not honorable. Like mis-
chievous children, they only want to get
their own way. They are our leaders and
princes—“babes shall rule over them.”

Our leaders cause us to err (Isa.
3:12). So it is a leadership crisis—not
an election crisis. They lead the de-
ceived people astray.

If you look at the context of Isaiah 3,
this despicable condition is leading us
into an unparalleled national disaster!
It is a tragic condition that exists just
before our country’s collapse.

We have become a people who hate
laws. We could not be led even if we
were to have strong leaders. Soon a
great crisis will reveal that stark truth.
Because only strong leadership can
solve such a crisis. Winston Churchill
proved that in World War 11, and the
world situation is much more danger-
ous today than it was then.

President Nixon refused to chal-
lenge the 1960 election when he had a
good chance of winning. And he had
every reason to challenge a corrupt
Cook County in Illinois (unlike the
Florida challenge in our election). But
he wouldn’t put the country through
that dangerous crisis. He put America
ahead of himself. It was an honorable
decision. He had understanding that
most of our leaders lack today.

In spite of what you may think of Mr.
Nixon, where do we find such an honor-
able decision in our political crisis?

Perhaps that should give us some
measure of how bad our crisis is.

Leaders today can’t see the dangers
America faces. They have virtually no
vision. But nations around us see what

| arepugnant spectacle we have become.

Several major newspapers of other na-

| tions have labeled our election a farce.

Our problems are going to intensify

' rapidly until we wake up. The warning

contained in this magazine is going out
to help us avoid national collapse.

Will we heed the warning? Are we
willing to face our leadership crisis? If
not, be prepared to watch our politi-
cal process grow dangerously worse,
and fast!

AFTER READING YOUR LEAD ARTICLE RE-
garding Mystery of the Ages, I feel confi-
dent that-you will win your court case,
and God will deliver a knockout blow to
the agenda the Worldwide Church of
God has put forth to ruin the wonderful
and truly great work that Mr. Armstrong
labored so uncompromisingly to build.
Pittsford, N.Y.

ALTHOUGH I RECENTLY CANCELED MY SUB-
scription to your magazine, watching the
news recently makes me realize that I
need to watch world events more closely.
Your magazine offers a unique perspec-
tive, and, while I do not agree with all of
your statements (particularly in refer-
ence to the Catholic Church), there is a
ring of truth to many of your views.
Would you please renew my subscrip-
tion to the Trumpet and True Education?

Leicestershire, England

AS THE LIBRARIAN OF THE RIVER SALLEE
School and Community Library, I would
like to express our sincerest gratitude to
you. The Trumpet magazine not only
provides our patrons with a spiritual
base, but also contains current events
from around the world, as well as history.

St. Patrick’s, Grenada

I HAVE BEEN READING YOUR EXTRAORDI-
nary magazine for over a year and would
like to thank you for writing the full
truth in regards to the situation in for-
mer Yugoslavia. Yours is the only maga-
zine that has written the entire truth on
both present and past events.
Edmondton, Alb.

Germany's Long History

I'M 19 YEARS OLD, A BABE IN CHRIST WHO
is only beginning to learn about what’s
truly happening in today’s world. Your
article about Germany and the peace
treaty has helped me understand more
about the end time. It’s impossible not
to understand what you are saying.
Thanks for sharing this knowledge with
the world. If you could just get it to
more teenagers—that would be great!
Dallas, Tex.

I wisH THE TRUMPET WOULD TAKE AN IM-
partial stance on the problems of North-
ern Ireland. The persecution of Irish
Catholics is horrendous. However, I
share your angst about the condition of
the Anglo-Saxon world. There is almost
no such thing as morality anymore.
Treasure Island, Fla.




COMMENTARY

GARY RETHFORD

Duty, Honor, Country

Have we become our own enemy?

cult to allow my imagination the freedom to hear the

roar of Spitfires and Hurricane fighters, their Merlin
engines interrupting the soothing lyrics of a popular song of
the times: “There’ll be bluebirds over / The white cliffs of
Dover.... / Just you wait and see.”

My wife and I had just spent the af-
ternoon visiting the Battle of Britain
Museum at Hawkinge and were waiting
in the misty rain as my gaze roamed
over what remained of that glorious
time. Now, Hawkinge Airfield is being
dozed up for new housing, its history
just a fading memory—mute testimony
to the former glory of England in its
finest hour. In the Autumn of 1940
however, it was vital, as directly across
the English Channel from nearby Folk-
stone and Dover was a mighty foe.

In his September 11, 1940, radio
speech, Winston Churchill said, “We
must regard the next week or so as a very
important period in our history. It ranks
with the days when the Spanish Armada
was approaching the channel, and Drake
was finishing his game of bowls; or when
Nelson stood between us and Napoleon’s Grand Army at
Boulogne. We have read all about this in the history books;
but what is happening now is on a far greater scale and of far

g $ I STOOD, LOOKING OUT OVER THE FIELDS, IT WASN’T DIFFI-

more consequence to the life and future of the world and its |

civilization than those brave old days.”

And so it proved to be. Just as Churchill had forecast, the |

next few weeks of September were a time of extreme crisis.
But the dauntless pilots and crews of the Royal Air Force of
that time responded to the call and went on to prevail in the
Battle of Britain, ending attempts to destroy England from
the air.

In those days of 1939 to 1945, Britain and its empire pulled |

together. The nation and its colonies had to, because they

were met by a strong and resolute enemy. The battle became a |
common effort. Joined later by the American Allies, the war |
continued to be personal to the citizenry. The common de- |

nominator for everyone was “duty, honor and country.”

How markedly different from today. Those who study war
know that when “duty, honor and country” are lost in the in-
dividual, the nation always falls. That’s why the English-
speaking nations of the world are in such deadly PERIL!

A recent article in the British press painted a picture of the

country today. After World War 11, when peace once again |
prevailed, a 21-year-old Royal Air Force volunteer, Edith |

Kup, became a social worker. She sums up the difference be-

tween the time of World War 11 and the year 2000 in one |

word: determination. “I’ve never seen determination like it in

my lifetime, and I don’t think I could see it today” (Spectator,
Sept. 30). Instead, she sees ill-discipline and over-indulgence.

The British reporter went on to relate Edith’s observations
of the changes that have taken place in society over a period
of 60 years, saying that she thinks “Britain used to be a better,
braver place. In return for all the free-
dom, the fun and the civil rights that we
enjoy today, she feels that values which
meant so much in 1940 have been down-
graded and even, at times, derided: val-
ues such as duty, self-reliance, respect....

“Recently, in London’s New Cross, I
came across a group of bored-looking
teenagers at the railway station casually
abusing customers as they walked past.
Some got spat on, some got attempted
trip-ups.... No one dared challenge
them—not their victims, not the numer-
ous Connex staff in their RAF-blue uni-
forms, not even me.... There’s a kind of
slovenly cruelty, an off-hand rudeness
about today that, I strongly suspect, was
nothing like as common then” (ibid.).

Does this sound like a country of peo-
ple with a sense of duty? A sense of
honor? Do we see evidence of honor
shown to neighbor—let alone country?

We are in the days of fulfilled prophecy. Notice Isaiah
3:4-5: “And I will give children to be their princes, and babes
shall rule over them. And the people shall be oppressed,
every one by another, and every one by his neighbour: the
child shall behave himself proudly against the ancient, and
the base against the honourable.” God is clearly speaking
about a breakdown in the sense of duty, honor and country
in individuals.

America and Britain have a “fifth column” in their
midst—a foe aiding the enemy from within. It involves de-
struction of the devotion to duty, and honor to country and
God, in individuals and in families.

A nation rests fundamentally on the morality of its peo-
ple. Even though they will seldom publicly admit it, Western
liberals have done a more effective job than Marx, Engel,
Lenin and Stalin in undermining Western social values.

The stated mission of West Point Academy is: “To edu-
cate, train and inspire the Corps of Cadets so that each grad-
uate is a commissioned leader of character committed to the
values of duty, honor, country; professional growth
throughout a career as an officer in the United States Army;
and a lifetime of selfless service to the nation.”

It would be well for America and Britain to seek that goal
of character training committed to the values of duty, honor
and country! It’s either that, or the enemy within—our own
sins and failures—will soon overtake us.

8IBHOD
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Michigan, Detroit—WADL 9:00am, Sun - ay il ey ooy Kazakhstan--Star World <:00am. Sun
- - Mty 1 Chile—WGN 6:30am. Sun; WWOR 6:00am. Sun : ” N
ARG R gay el 30 15U Colombia—WGN 5:30am, Sun; WWOR 6:00am, Sun e o gl CERGUEILT
Missouri, Kansas City—KCWE 8:00am, Sun . S =30 e R Georgia—Star World 12:00am, Sun
=i v Costa Rica—WGN 4:30am. Sun R
Montana, Billings—KHMT 7:00amn. Sun Dominican Renublic——WGN 6:30am. Sun Indonesia—Star World 4:00am. Sun
New Mexico, Albuguerque-—KOB 8:30am, Sun £ Idl W(?Zu"'BO' S, SRR Malaysia—Star World 5:00am. Sun
New Mexico, Farmington—KOBF 8:30aim, Sun Efgal ord— IWC)N 1‘1;; ung Maldives—Star World 2:00am, Sun
New York, Buffalo—WIVB 6:30am, Sun e AT Y Brunei—Star World 5:00am, Sun
New York, Plattsburg—WVNY 7:00am, Sun Hgsdeunr]aasa_wc“lil -&A"ls‘d'atrl'f:niskulrl]n Vietnam—Star World 4:00am. Sun
New York, New York City—WWOR 7:00am, Sun ———— 1,),,%0',;”; Sum: WWOR 6:004m. Sun Papua New Guinea--Star World 7:00am. Sun
North Carolina, Ashville—WASV 8:00am, Sun Ni ua—WCﬁ 4(,305;1 Sun e e Phitippines--IBC TV 7:00am. Sun; Star World 5:00am. Sun
North Carolina, Charlotte—WAXN 8:00am, Sun Plcarag WCN)f'B(ﬁ' S 3 Fiji—Star World 5:00am. Sun
North Carotina, Kannapolis—WAXN 8:00am, Sun Panam\";\EN :36’ dsm' o= Singapore—Star World 5:00am, Sun
North Carolina, Fayetteville—WKFT 8:00am. Sun A=A e AT, ST Taiwan--Star World 5:00am. Sun
Y i 00 Puerto Rico—WGN 7:30am. Sun: WWOR 7:30am, Sun S e
North Carolina, Raleigh—WKFT 8:00am. Sun - Maldives—Star World 2:00am, Sun
- oy iy Venezuela—WGN 6:30am, Sun; WWOR 6:00am, Sun
Ohio, Cincinnati-—WXIiX 7:30am, Sun -
Ohio, Cleveland—WOIO 6:30am, Sun = Australla/NeW Zealand
Oklahoma, Lawton—KAUZ 9:00am, Sun Cal'lbbean Australia nationwide—MNetwork Ten 4:30am. Sun
Oklahoma, Lawton—Radio 87.7 FM 9:00am. Sun Regional satellite—Galaxy 3R/3 11:00am ET, Tue: Adelaide—Channel 31/ACE Ch:6. 7:00pm, Wed
Oklahoma, Oklahoma City—KOCB 7:00am, Sun 11:00am ET, Thur (Key of David satellite uplink) ** New South Wales—NRTV 4:30am, Sun
Pennsylvania, Phitadelphia—WTXF 6:30am, Sun Aruba-—WGN 6:30am. Sun Canberra—Ten Capital 4:30am. Sun
Pennsylvania, Red Lion—WGGCB 8:30am. Sun Bahamas—WGN 6:30am, Sun; WPLG 7:00am, Sun; Queensland—QTV 4:30am. Sun
South Carolina, Greenville/Spartanburg—WASV 8:00am. Sun Goodlife Network 6:30am, Mon Victoria—Ten Victoria 4;:30am, Sun
Tennessee, Memphis —WLMT 9:00am, Sun Cuba—WGN 6:30am. Sun; WWOR 6:00am. Sun New Zealand nationwide—TV3 6:00am. Fri
Texas, Amarillo—KAMR 7:00am, Sun Grenada—CCN 7:30am. Sun Nationwide satellite—Sky TV 6:00am, Sun
Texas, Beaumont—KBMT 9.00am. Sun Guyana—DTV. Channel 8, 8:00pm. Thur
Texas, Dallas-—KDFI 8:30am, Sun Haiti—WGN 5:30am, Sun * Indicates a new station or time change
Texas, San Antonio—KSAT 6:30am, Sun Jamaica—WGN 7:30am, Sun; WWOR 8:00am, Sun
Texas. Tyler—KLTV 10:30am, Sun Tobago—CGCN 7:30am, Sun
Texas, Wichita Falls—KAUZ 9:00am, Sun Trinidad--CCN 7:30am. Sun

Printed in the United States of America

PHILADELPHIA CHURCH OF GOD
Post Office Box 3700
EDMOND, OKLAHOMA 73083 U.S.

Visit our website: www.keyofdavid.com




