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PERSONAL FROM A ol ? W

The Solution to
Israel’s Problems

he rage in Israel continues to escalate. The Middle East

I is on the verge of exploding, and it is going to affect

your life intensely! You need to understand why.

More effort is expended to bring peace to the Middle East
than to any other place on Earth. But as we feverishly reach for
peace, virtually the whole world is being drawn into a war,

Is there any solution? Yes, there is.

In May last year, twoyoung o
Jewish boys were killed in the s o
town of Tekoa, Israel, about 12 FSg§ie =
miles south of Jerusalem. The . g
boys, ages 13 and 14, were play- ‘
ing in a cave. Later they were
found with their hands tied,
stabbed and bludgeoned to
death with stones. The killers
had smeared their blood all
over the cave.

Since these murders hap-
pened in a biblically famous
city, I think it is appropriate
that we look at some of Tekoa’s
history. Its history reveals how
to stop violence and crime in
the Middle East and in other
parts of our world.

Anciently, Jehoshaphat de-
livered a powerful message in
Tekoa. “And they rose early in

Do you beheve any of our peace-seekers
will look into the biblical history of Israel
for a solution? Probably not. But it is still
the ONLY place they will find a solution!

prophets—so said Christ (Matt. 23:37). “Religious” people
have always been at the vanguard of the murderous persecu-
tion of God’s prophets.

What a powerful irony. The two boys were savagely mur-
dered in Tekoa. And if we look in the Bible, we see that the
solution to this violence today was given in Tekoa!

It’s all a matter of faith. Do we believe the Bible is God’s
w2z Word?

A ~ Many people think they be-
"3 lieve God, but do not. Do you
believe the Bible? The booklet I
just offered you—The United
States and Britain in
Prophecy—is the single greatest
proof of God’s existence and
that the Bible is God’s Word.

One of Israel’s greatest
prophets, Amos, was from the
city of Tekoa (Amos 1:1). But
his own people rejected his
message from God and tried to
drive him out of the area (Amos
7). His message was only a type
of one to be delivered today.
This latter-day message is also
prophesied to be rejected. It is
the last message that God will
deliver (Amos 7:8) before the
time of suffering the Bible calls

Cieaning. unjtter' the .
5 J6koa murders

the morning, and went forth
into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Je-
hoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem; Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be
established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper” (11 Chron.
20:20). The message of how to have peace and joy was thun-
dered to the people, and it happened in the very same town
where the boys were murdered. What a paradox!

Do you believe any of our peace-seekers will look into the
biblical history of Israel for a solution? Probably not. But it is
still the ONLY place they will find a solution!

All we must do to be established—nationally or indivi@
ally—is believe God T we believe God's prophets, we will
prosper. We must look to God and God’s messengers, or His

prophets. The Jews are only one tribe of Israel. We have
proven for many years that America and Britain are a part of
Israel too. (For more information, write for our free booklet
The United States and Britain in Prophecy.)

But Israel has a history of stoning and killing the

the Great Tribulation (Matt.
24:21; Rev. 7:14). (Write for our free booklet on Amos.)

As with Christ, religious people led the persecution
against Amos. It is happening the same way in this end time.
The Prophet Jeremiah wrote his book for this end time

(Jer. 30:1-3). Most of his prophecies revolve around the
latter days. One of the strongest warnings he wrote was given
in Tekoa anciently.

“O ye children of Benjamin, gather yourselves to flee out
of the midst of Jerusalem, and blow the trumpet in Tekoa,
and set up a sign of fire in Beth-haccerem: for evil appeareth
out of the north, and great destruction. 1 have likened the
daughter of Zion to a comely and delicate woman” (Jer. 6:1-
2). Zion is a type of God’s Church today. Jerusalem is a type
of all Israel—including Britain and America. As Jeremiah
warned, the great end-time destruction will come from the
north. This refers to the king of the north mentioned in
Daniel 11:40-41, Jeremiah 1:15 and many other prophecies.

- continued on p. 26
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drive to absorb Eastern Eu-

COVER STORY
| The European Union’s radical

EMBODYING PROPHECY

The dream of a Gentile
king provides an

Mr. Armstrong wrote, “The
prophecy of Daniel 2, concerning the
¢ Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar’s

rope is an ancient prc)_lipecy

overview of the
past and future.

% dream of a stupendous image, foretold
3 the rise of other world empires to fol-

being fulfilled before our eyes!

Z low Babylon of 604 B.c. Following was

BY STEPHEN M. HILL

EWS OF THE PRESENT GIANT LEAP
in European Union expansion
should wake Americans out of
their post-Cold War sleep
more than fears of Osama Bin
Laden, or terrorism!

Last month, the European Com-
mission approved the absorption of
Eastern Europe into the European
Union. Ten countries, including sev-
| eral that were once dominated by the
former Soviet Union, are now set to
join the EU in May 2004. The un-
precedented move will suddenly in-
crease the number of EU nations from
15 to 25, and the Union will gain 75
million more people.

We are witnessing the emergence of
the world’s next superpower!

Yet, this coming world-ruling
power will be a mixture of iron and

§ to come the Persian Empire, to be suc-
¢ ceeded by the Greco-Macedonian Em-
£ pire, and it in turn by the Roman Em-
z pire of 31 B.C. to A.D. 476. It was re-
stored by Justinian in A.D. 554, first
with a Roman leadership, then a
French in 800, then the German dy-
nasty of Otto the Great called the Holy
Roman Empire. It was followed by the
Habsburg Austrian dynasty, and by a
brief ‘restoration’ under Mussolini,
when it ‘was, and is not, and yet is’
(Rev. 17:8), this in turn is to be fol-
lowed (and is NOW FORMING) by a UNIT-
ED EUROPE ... covering both East and
West Europe, as pictured by the feet |
and toes of Daniel 2:44” (Member and
co-worker letter, June 22, 1983; em-
phasis mine throughout).

During his 55-year ministry, Mr.
Armstrong wrote extensively about
the final resurrection of that empire.
“But suddenly, unexpectedly, as bibli-
cal prophecy reveals, the whole world

D GLAY

miry clay (Dan. 2:33)—an incongruous
mix that can only be held together for a
short time, and only by ruthless auto-
cratic rulership. This is already becom-
ing visible in the clumsy coming to-
gether of Western and Eastern Europe.

Why is this present expansion of Eu-
rope—whose final transformation is
destined to take the world by total sur-
prise—such an important sign? Because
prophecy in the book of Daniel, chapter
two, and elsewhere, clearly reveals that
this geo-political beast must develop
| two legs—eastern and western—to its
. empire, before it can kick into action.

Pre-Announced

Knowledge of such important prophe-
cies was taught by Herbert W. Arm-
strong from well before World War 11
until his death in 1986. His words sur-
vive him as a living testament to bibli-
cal prophecies since fulfilled, and oth-
ers on the verge of becoming reality.

will be startled and shocked into woON-
DER, to learn that a new THIRD SUPER
WORLD POWER has suddenly burst
forth onto the world scene—a resur-
rection of the medieval Holy Roman
Empire by a union of 10 nations in
Europe—very possibly five in Western |
Europe, and five broken loose from the
Communist orbit in Eastern Europe!”
(Member and co-worker letter, Dec.
27, 1981). Amazingly, he made these
Bible-based predictions long before
the fall of the Berlin Wall!

Just a year prior to his death, Mr.
Armstrong was still writing about this
all-important prophecy. In a letter
dated February 25, 1985, he powerful-
ly warned, “For more than 40 years |
now the Plain Truth has been pro-
claiming an outstanding series of
Bible prophecies of something due
soon to occur in Europe that will
change the whole world and shake up |
the lives of every one of us. Daniel’s

2
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prophecy in chapter 2 pictures 10 na-
tions in Europe in our time right now,
as the 10 toes on the two feet of the

great symbolic image. Five of these |

toes picture five nations in Western
Europe and five in Eastern Europe.”

Mr. Armstrong went on to hint that |

again in greater detail, is prophecy in
the making!

As previous Trumpet articles have
indicated, Europe’s new Mediter-
ranean partners will provide impor-
tant, strategic stepping stones for the
Union’s ambitions southward into the

rather than rule over specific
nations as such, the 10 lead-
ers prophesied to form this
end-time union may be rul-
ing over 10 power blocs—di-
vided between an east side
and a west side, along the
lines of what happened in the
fourth century when the
Roman Empire was split be-

z Middle East and resource-
rich Africa.

The nations that were east
of the Berlin Wall and under
Russian control during the
Cold War will provide a
buffer between the EU’s
most dominant nation, Ger-
many, and its eastern front
with Russia.

qQHO4Aa38 I

tween Rome and Constan-

So, the move not only

tinople.

What Mr. Armstrong was looking
for years ago we can now see openly
taking place!

In 1985 Mr. Armstrong wrote, “We
are now looking for the tenth and last
resurrection of the Roman Empire—
the seventh head of this Beast of the
17th chapter of Revelation (Rev.
17:12), which is also pictured by the 10
toes of Nebuchadnezzar’s image of
Daniel 2:40-44. Since these toes were
on the two feet that represented East-
ern and Western Europe, there is a
strong likelihood that this final resur-
rection of the Holy Roman Empire
will include Iron Curtain nations of
Eastern Europe as well as nations in
Western Europe. They will form a ...
gigantic world power probably as
great or even greater than the USSR or
United States of America” (Are We In
the Last Days?).

Can the veracity of such astounding
claims be proved beyond a reasonable
doubt by biblical prophecy—in view
| of current events in Europe? Let’s look
at the facts.

EU Expansion

The western leg of the EU has been in
place for some years. The eastern leg, a
possibility on the books since the fall
| of the Berlin Wall, is currently being set
up. Eastern European nations are
being taken on board. The nations in
question for the next phase of integra-
tion into Europe in 2004 are Hungary,
Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia,
Slovenia, plus the three Baltic states of
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, and the
Mediterranean islands of Malta and
Cyprus. This, as we will shortly see

builds an eastern leg to Eu-
rope’s empire, but gives a strategic and
dangerous boost to a nation that, hav-
ing sparked two world wars in the last
century, already controls a fast-rising
mega-power. “[T]he Nice Treaty ...
changes the power structure, shifting
influence from small states like Ireland
to large ones, like Germany” (San
Diego Union-Tribune, Nov. 4).
Noteworthy is the fact that al-
though this mega-power is in the

The Seattle Times, October 17, re-
ported, “A single trading bloc would
stretch from Portugal to Estonia. The
addition of 75 million people to the
400 million who already live in the
Union would increase the EU’s wealth

' by only 5 percent, because the newly

eligible countries have relatively small
economies. Nonetheless, the EU bloc
is already larger than the United
States. Its expansion could increase
the political weight of Europe as a
counterbalance to the overwhelming
dominance of the United States in
world affairs.”

Leading political analyst Charles
A. Kupchan states the facts plainly:
“[T]he EU is making a run at the
United States” (Atlantic Monthly,
Nov. 2002).

It has, after all, been no secret that a
principle thrust behind Europe’s direc-
tion is to replace the U.S. as the domi-
nant player on the world stage. “Ger-

| many’s Chancellor Gerhard Schréder

called for a ‘more integrated and en-
larged Europe’ to offset U.S. hegemony.
According to Romano Prodi, the presi-
dent of the European Commission, the
EU’s executive body, one of the chief

The U is 'menlthelewlnﬂﬂﬂmnmmm
as a balance to U.S. world domination.”

GORAN PERSSON Prime minister of Sweden

process of taking on its final shape,
Britain continues to show signs of in-
decision in its relation to the EU. This
was true over the adoption of the euro
and is very much so over the EU’s ex-
pansion. In fact, many British were
caught napping. Whereas in many
member states knowledge of EU en-
largement is between 90 and 96 per-
cent, according to a study conducted
for the European Commission in Oc-
tober only 51 percent of people in the
UK have even heard of the idea! This
goes to show how peripheral Britain
can be in EU decision-making on mat-
ters that really count.

Motives Behind Expansion
With its economy having already over-

taken that of the U.S. as the world’s |

largest, the enlarged EU, with an ex-
panded population of over 450 mil-
lion, will soon greatly overshadow the
U.S. in trade and commerce.

REUTERS

goals of the union is to create ‘a super-
power on the European continent that
stands equal to the United States.’
Goran Persson, the prime minister of
Sweden, a country that long ago re-
nounced power politics, recently re-
marked that the EU is ‘one of the few
institutions we can develop as a balance
to U.S. world domination’ (ibid.).
Europe is making its challenge in a
subtle fashion, but with amazing speed.
The form in which it will become a ser-
ious and threatening rival to the U.S. is
fast taking shape. In an indication of its
direction, the EU is busily developing
its own armed forces, to work indepen-
dently of the U.S. The plan is to oust the
U.S. from any say or power of interven-
tion in all strategic matters directly af-
fecting Europe as soon as possible.
With the ratification of the Nice
Treaty, following Ireland’s yes vote,
and with the support of two thirds of
the Union’s population, Europe’s de-
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! EU” to accommodate the Eastern Euro-

velopment is ahead of schedule. Now
the EU’s immediate priority is to
strengthen its governmental apparatus.

| The United States of Europe

EU member states are busily debating |

the details of a Europe-wide constitu-
tion following the release of its latest
draft on October 28. The European
Convention, a forum of 105 national
and European parliamentarians, plans
to have a final draft ready for consider-
ation by EU heads of government at a
summit in June next year.

The framework document, pub-
| lished by Valéry Giscard d’Estaing, the |
former French president who is chair-
ing the commission, “raises the
prospect of a massive overhaul of the |

pean countries due to join in 2004 (In-
dependent, London, Oct. 29). Clear evi-
dence, according to Euroskeptics, thata |
superstate is on the way is the formal
proposal for the Union to be renamed

T URKEY:

00D MAN OUT

F ALL THE NATIONS CLAMORING TO 3

join the European Union, Turkey 0

is being made to feel the odd man §

out. On October 9 the European %

Commission released its report on en-

largement, giving the green light to 10

more nations joining in 2004. But the

report failed to even specify a date to

begin talks on Ankara’s application for
EU membership.

To make matters worse, the 10 na-

tions that received a nod include

Cyprus—the divided Mediterranean islan

MIXING IRON AND CLAY -

—

e — v

the United States of Europe. Other
names under consideration are Euro-
pean Community and United Europe.
Up to now there has been a certain
vagueness about the internal struc-
tures and rigors of EU governmental
institutions and the way they should
play out their roles. This has been con-
venient, because it has allowed the
union to be flexible and develop
quickly, unfettered and unencum-
bered by limiting statutes and formali-
ties. But now, with rapid expansion on
the immediate horizon, the EU leader-
ship considers more checks and bal-
ances, along with a formal constitu-
tion, necessary for adequate control.
What then does the EU intend to
achieve with this new constitution,

| which is part and parcel of the expan-

sion of Europe?

Part of the goal is to “simplify Eu- |

rope’s Byzantine structures” (ibid.).

S b
SNUBBED Turkey's deputy prime minister

speaks at a news conference concerning his
country being left out of EU expansion plans.

d, with Turkey oc-

o|
i
|
|

This is necessary in order to success-
fully assimilate Eastern Europe with-
out decision-making processes grind-
ing to a halt.

In addition, Europe wants to devel- |

op a more clearly delineated global
identity, which, it is hoped, will go a
long way to giving the EU a single
voice on diplomatic issues. The text of
the new draft outlines aims to give the
EU the legal power to sign treaties and
sit on international bodies.

One proposal being considered is |
. dual citizenship, which would give all

EU nationals both national and Euro-
pean citizenship—freedom to live and

vote in any part of the Union. Most euro |

politicians are undeterred by murmurs
about the technical difficulties, which
heel-dragging British technocrats say
make such a project untenable.

For the weak-hearted, a long-await-
ed exit clause would create the option
of voluntary withdrawal from the
Union for individual member coun-

The main opposition to Turkey’s
application for EU membership comes
from Germany. With over 3 million
Turks resident in Germany, significant

social problems have impacted the co- |

hesion of the German community,
with neo-Nazi groups targeting Turk-
ish ethnics for persecution. Brought in
willingly by Germany to solve labor
shortages in boom times, the Turks are
now becoming an embarrassment,
their presence stimulating a right-wing
backlash against the further significant
immigration of foreigners.

Yet, the EU must tread a fine line
with Turkey. Of all the Muslim na-

| tions, it is the most moderate, and what’s more, it has strate-

cupying the north, separated from the Greek-dominated
south. This rubs salt into the wound for Turkey, as it had al-
ready threatened to annex northern Cyprus if the island na-
tion joins the Eurobloc before a settlement between north and
south is reached. (EU member Greece has pressured the
Union to grant Cyprus membership or face a veto from
Athens on the whole enlargement process.)

Turkey has worked hard to prettify itself for Europe—re-
forming its constitution as late as August to better fulfill EU
requirements. But these efforts did not earn so much as an
acknowledgement in the Commission’s report.

This latest snub raises sobering questions about whether
| Europe is serious about ever accepting Turkey into the Eu-
roclub. Behind all this lies the suspicion that the EU is really
a Roman Catholic club that does not want to entertain the

thought of any Muslim country joining it.

gic importance in maintaining equilibrium in a volatile area,
as the U.S. and Russia seek to guard against the spread of Is-

| lamic fundamentalism northward from Iran, Iraq, Syria and

beyond. Mindful of Turkey’s strategic location on the
Bosporus, the EU has permitted Turkey associate member-
ship of its club since 1963. Formal membership candidature
was only recognized in 1999. Turkey signed a Customs
Union agreement with the EU in 1996 and maintains mem-
bership of the Council of Europe, the Organization for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development and NATO.

In view of its strategic location at the crossroads between
East and West—with Istanbul, in reality its old capital, Con-
stantinople, the old bastion of the eastern leg of the Holy
Roman Empire—the EU will be careful to keep Turkey dan-
gling on a partially baited hook without reeling the nation
into full membership of the Euroclub. RON FRASER
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tries. It stands to be seen whether |
Britain—prophesied not to form a |
part of the final Eurobeast, still outside
the eurozone and always complaining |
about central EU issues—might wel-
come this mechanism as a dignified
way of bowing out. |
A powerful new office of president
of the EU, who would report to nation- |
al leaders, is also being proposed. This ‘

| idea is not popular among the smaller

states, which fear a loss of influence to
the larger EU countries. ‘

Iron and Clay

great image of a man in Daniel 2 sym-
bolizes the four world-ruling king-
doms that have dominated the world
from Nebuchadnezzar to this time, the
fourth of which—the legs of iron, and
feet of part iron and part clay—is the
Roman Empire.

“And the fourth kingdom shall be
strong as iron: forasmuch as iron
breaketh in pieces and subdueth all
things: and as iron that breaketh all
these, shall it break in pieces and bruise.
And whereas thou sawest the feet and
toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of

Strong Leadership

The composition of iron and clay,
being fulfilled by the admittance of
Eastern countries, will force the
strengthening of the leadership struc-

| ture of the EU. A formidable, powerful

iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but |

leader is going to have to step into the
driver’s seat, to give the massive dis-
jointed combine the direction it needs
to hold together during the three and a
half years referred to in your Bible as
the Great Tribulation. The proposed
creation of a powerful new presidential
position to represent the whole of the

The sudden expansion of Europe :
stands to be one of the most star-
tling political feats ever. Yet, ques-
tions about the feasibility of the ex-
pansion abound. This eastward ex-
pansion gives rise to seemingly un-
surmountable problems.

The integration of such a dis-
parate mishmash of vastly different
countries and cultures—many of
which, from the Middle Ages up to
modern times, were at war with
each other—presents a daunting
challenge in itself. Comparing, for
example, Spain to Denmark, Ire-
land to Bulgaria, Poland to Italy,
Lithuania to France, Cyprus to
Germany, Portugal to Sweden, is
comparing apples to oranges.

3 Union augers this occurrence. The
g present power vacuum at the top
|2 of the EU, and the lack of legislated
{3 control to limit such an office, if
unaddressed, would allow this
world dictator unprecedented
power when he has worked his way
into that position.

The Bible tells us that the man
destined to lead Europe will be ex-
tremely clever and astute, and will
obtain control through flatteries
(Dan. 11:21). The man controlling
the European bloc will be given
great authority. After suffering a
sudden mind change (Hab. 1:11),
he will achieve an iron grip on his
power and become a tyrant,
wreaking havoc and destruction

Further, the economies of most of
the Eastern nations being incorporated ‘
are much weaker than the majority of
established EU nations, giving rise to in- ‘
evitable financial nightmares as the inte-
gration process proceeds. Fundamental
issues to address include how enlarge- |
ment will be financed and what pay- |
ments the new members will receive. A
major stumbling block concerns the
Common Agricultural Policy—the
biggest item in the EU’s budget—and
how it will be affected by enlargement.

How then are the Eastern nations to
be truly integrated, at breakneck
speed, into an economic union? How !
will so many different nations in Eu- |
rope, with such different cultures, be
held together in tight union long |
enough to fulfill end-time prophecy? |

The new composition of the Union
—a mélange of seemingly incompati-
ble countries—is in fact the fulfillment ‘
of prophecy, although precisely which
countries will comprise the final Eu-
robeast may yet shift somewhat.

As described by Mr. Armstrong, the |

iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron
mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of
the feet were part of iron, and part of
clay, so the kingdom shall be partly
strong, and partly broken. And whereas
thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay,
they shall mingle themselves with the
seed of men: but they shall not cleave
one to another, even as iron is not
mixed with clay” (Dan. 2:40-43).

Miry clay and iron don’t make a
good compound, just as the new com-
position of the EU will have difficulty
being unified. Scriptures like Revela-
tion 13:11-13 and 17:1-5 show that the
mother of all worldly Christian reli-
gions, the Roman Catholic Church, will
function as glue in this union (see p. 6).

Yet, the cohesiveness of mutual
economic benefit within an economic
union, bound by a common currency,
arm in arm with the diplomacy, ma-
nipulation and initiatives of religion
under the umbrella of the Roman
Catholic Church, won’t be enough.

there shall be in it of the strength of the |

I (Matt. 24:21).

Prophecy Unfolding

Note, however, that the Eurobeast—
the 10 toes—comes just before the re-
turn of Jesus Christ, who destroys all
worldly kingdoms and sets up His

perfect government on Earth: “And in
the days of these kings shall the God

of heaven set up a kingdom, which .

shall never be destroyed: and the
kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms, and it
shall stand for ever” (Dan. 2: 44).
Prophecy is unfolding quickly, and

that is what the expansion of the EU is |

all about. Though few know it yet, it is

a great sign that Jesus Christ is about |

to return!
Most if not all the protagonists in
the present EU expansion, whether in

business, secular government, or the |

Catholic Church, do not fully realize
where history is leading. But you can
know. Heed the warnings you read in
the Trumpet, and act on them! &
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mania in May 1989.

'MENDING THE CLOTH

 Religious unity between East

and West is a tough goal, but

one the pope aims to meet.

BY MARK JENKINS

UROPE IS UNITING ECONOMICALLY,
politically, even militarily. But that
is not all.

As the European Union looks to

it is important that Trumpet sub-
scribers also keep their eyes on anoth-
er unification trend within Europe.

The head of the largest single reli-
gious organization in the world has
made it his stated objective to secure
unity in the church by bringing the Or-
thodox churches back into the Roman
Catholic fold.

Will the pope succeed? Certainly,
the groundwork for a degree of unity is
being laid right now.

The Pope’s Recent Actions

Lately, Pope John Paul 11 has made a
habit of being “the first pope ever” to
visit certain areas, and his reasons are

absorb the nations of Eastern Europe, |

no secret. He wants to heal the breach
in Europe between the Roman Catholic
Church and the Orthodox churches—a
split rooted in a dispute over the infalli-
bility of the pope that goes all the way
back to a ninth-century dispute between
the eastern and western churches.

John Paul 1 visited Bulgaria earlier
this year, the first visit ever to the com-
munist country by a pope. While
there, he said he had never believed
there was a Bulgarian connection to
the attempt on his life in 1981, remov-
ing a major barrier between Bulgaria
and the pontiff. He said to Bulgarian
Patriarch Maxim, “Christ our Lord
founded a single church, while we
today appear to the world divided.”
One Church. One Europe. This idea of
unity is the pope’s primary mission.
The problem is, Bulgaria is 83.8 per-
cent Orthodox; less than 2 percent of
the country is Roman Catholic. If the
pope can unify the Bulgarian Ortho-
dox Church with the Roman Catholic
Church, he will have converted most
of the country! A similar situation ex-
ists in Romania.

On October 13, John Paul 11 and the
head of Romania’s Orthodox Church,

THOMITIM/DV

eoctist, jointly presided over mass in
St. Peter’s basilica and “pledged closer
cooperation between their two church-
es” (Agence France Presse, Oct. 13).
The pontiff expressed the urgency of
his mission, saying that the need for a
“common testimony of Christians has
been made more urgent by a worrying
spiritual crisis emerging in Europe
and in a largely secularized world.”
He also suggested to Teoctist that a
“solid institutional structure” might |
help forge unity.

In a historic visit to Greece in May

| 2001, John Paul 11 stated, “For the oc-

casions past and present, when sons
and daughters of the Catholic Church
have sinned by action or omission
against their Orthodox brothers and
sisters, may the Lord grant us the for-
giveness we beg of him.” This country
has virtually no Catholic population.
In Greece, the Orthodox Church holds
98 percent of the population.

Politics and Religion

So why is the pope seeking this healing
now? The split between Roman Catholic
and Orthodox occurred a millennium
ago! In fact, a Roman Catholic pope
has not visited Greece in nearly 1,300
years. Why is this so important to the
papacy today?

The pope answers: “Together we
must work for this healing if the Eu-
rope now emerging is to be true to its
identity, which is inseparable from the
Christian humanism shared by East
and West.” But what is this identity?

It is the resurgence of the Holy
Roman Empire! The political nature of
the church can be tracked all the way
back to Justinian’s restoration of the
empire in 554 A.D., as can the idea ofa
unified Europe.

The glue that has held the diverse
European continent together has al-
ways been religion. Thus, the political
oneness forming in Europe today is in-
separable from religion.

Remember: The Vatican is not sim-
ply a religious institution; it is also the
oldest continuous political institution
in Europe. The record of the Vatican
wielding and exercising political
power is beyond dispute. As time goes
on, it will exercise that power to a
greater degree than at any other time
in history. The groundwork has al-
ready been laid in the formation of the
European Union.
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The present pope has consistently
appealed to Catholics to unify behind
the movement to unite Europe. When
he visited the second-most important
European Catholic cathedral, in Gali-
cia, Spain, in 1996, his famous words
were “Europe! Return to your roots!”
Those roots run deep in a heritage that
is steeped in the government-courting
Roman Catholic Church, with often
more effective control over the lives of
citizens than the government itself.

A tribute to the seriousness of the
Catholic Church’s pro-active role in
Europe is not only made obvious by the
fact that the Holy See is in constant ne-
gotiations with EU officials, but that all
Eastern European aspirants to EU mem-
bership have signed a document giving
the Catholic Church certain rights with-
in their countries! These church-state
treaties guarantee the church free exer-
cise of its mission within each country.
From the outset, this marks the mea-
sure to which the Catholic Church
wants to gain influence in the eastern
leg of the “United States of Europe,” or
whatever name it will assume.

The Vatican is a formidable political
power. It is the only religion on Earth
represented in the United Natjons. It
has already succeeded in having laws of
a religious nature passed in Europe. In
June 1998 the Trumpet spoke of one
such law: “Already the mark of this
church is bound in European law,
awaiting its enforcement. It was upon a
German-Catholic initiative that Sun-
day was legislated as a ‘day of rest’ by
the Brussels bureaucrats, and received
the approval of the EU states.”

In his booklet Who or What Is the
Prophetic Beast? Herbert W. Arm-
strong wrote, “It was for obeying God’s
FourtH Commandment—keeping the
Sabbath—that millions were put to
death. The local Council of Laodicea,
about A.D. 363, passed this decree:
‘Christians must not Judaize by resting
on the Sabbath, but must work on that
day, resting rather on Sunday. But, if
any be found to be Judaizing, let them
be declared anathema from Christ.’

“The church caused them to be
killed. When the church branded one
‘anathema’ (a heretic), the state police
of the empire began torturing him.
Unless he recanted, he was tortured
until he died!

“Laws became so strict no man
could hold a job, or engage in busi-

ness, unless he worked on Saturday
and rested on Sunday.”

As the Roman Catholic Church be-
comes more unified, and wields in-
creasing power, the time when that will
happen again draws closer!

That They May Be One

How important is it to the pope that
the Orthodox churches come under
his control?

In a May 25, 1995, address, “That
They May Be One,” John Paul stated,

beast! It has the appearance of the
Lamb of God, Jesus Christ—but it
speaks like a dragon!

Twenty years ago, Mr. Armstrong
had the vision to write, “Bible prophecy
says this European unification will be
also a union of church and state (Rev.
17). Many European political leaders
do not want religious domination, or
even participation. But they are coming
to realize they cannot be welded togeth-
er into one great European super nation
without the unifying power of the

“How can unity be restored
after almost a thousand [
years? This is the great task

“How can unity

Catholic Church” (Member
and co-worker letter, Nov.
22,1982).

which the Catholic Church | be Pestored after “And he [the church] ex-
MUST ACCOMPLISH, a task | simosta thousand | erciseth all the power of the
equally incumbent on the years? Thiss the | /i7st beast before him [the
Orthodox Church.” yneat task ch military power], and

Many people, when they ' ! causeth the earth and them

think of religious unity,
think of tolerance. But reli-
gious unity and religious
tolerance are not the same
thing! Make no mistake:
The pope does want unity,
but tolerance isn’t part of
the equation.

This church is described
as the “lady of kingdoms” in

the Cathaelic
Church must
accompiish, a task
on the Orthodox
Church.”
POPE JOHN PAUL i

which dwell therein to wor-
ship the first beast .... And
he doeth great wonders ...
And deceiveth them that
dwell on the earth by the
means of those miracles
which he had power to do in
the sight of the beast [this is
clearly a spiritual power].

Isaiah 47:5. God exposes the mentality
behind these efforts at unification:
“And thou saidst, I shall be a lady for
ever .... Therefore hear now this, thou
that art given to pleasures, that
dwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine
heart, I am, and none else beside me; I
shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I
know the loss of children” (Isa. 47:7-8).
Scripture reveals that a pope will attain
religious unity before the return of
Jesus Christ to this Earth.

The likelihood, though, is that John
Paul 11 will not hold his office much
longer. The 82-year-old pontiff suffers
from Parkinson’s disease, among other
ailments. Some are gambling on
whether he will still be pope in 2003, or
whether he will choose to abdicate—
assuming he s still alive.

And who will the next pope be?
There is no clear answer to that, but we
do know this: At present, a staunchly
conservative John Paul 11 has chosen
117 of the 120 cardinals that will select
the next pope, a fact that points to the
likelihood that an even more conserva-
tive pontiff will succeed him.

This church appears benign. But in
Revelation 13:11, God describes it as a

And he had power to give
life unto the image of the beast, that
the image of the beast should both
speak, and cause that as many as would
not worship the image of the beast
should be killed” (Rev. 13:12-15).

On present indications, the Eastern
Orthodox churches are moving toward
yielding on papal leadership, though
not yet on the doctrine of infallibility.
But Bible prophecy does indicate, as
we have seen, that the political entity
of the Eurobeast will be ruled by one
dominant church. This implies at least
a compromise by the Orthodox
churches in their 1,100-year resistance
on the infallibility question.

The institution that emerges will be
enormously powerful. First Europe
will unite, both religiously and politi-
cally, and then it will seek to spread
that unity over all the Earth.

But not for long. The Almighty God
is about to intervene in the mess man
has created on the Earth. Jesus Christ
will return and establish His Kingdom.
He will establish one pure religion.
There will finally be a true peaceful,
lasting religious unity, the likes of
which has not been seen in history—
but will be reality forevermore. #
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"It Won't Work Anymonre”

| still seems keener on dangling carrots 3
before Sinn Fein-1rA than using the 2
sticks available to him. He held out the §

| prospect of dismantling Britain’s mili-

Peace still eludes all efforts
to achieve it in Northern

Ireland. Will the Irish
question ever be settled?

BY RON FRASER

ORTHERN IRELAND IS HAVING A

rough time. Revelations of the

terrorist Irish Republican Army’s

(1rRA) association with Colom-
bian terrorists led to the arrest of three
1IRA members in Colombia. In October,
a police raid on the offices of Sinn
Fein, the 1rRA’s political arm, revealed
proof of that murky enterprise’s in-
volvement in spying against the British
government. The British prime minis-
ter, Tony Blair, then closed down the
Irish parliament, and home rule again
ceased in Northern Ireland.

Finally, as the British newspaper The
Independent declared, Prime Minister
| Blair, having played most of the appeas-
ing cards in his hand, had “no choice
but to be courageous” (quoted in The
Week, Oct. 26). This comment applied
to a somewhat assertive speech deliv-
ered by the prime minister in October in
which he declared that the IRA must re-
nounce violence for good or risk com-
plete abandonment of the moribund
Irish peace process. His speech centered
| on the “Good Friday Agreement,” a vir-
tual treaty between the British govern-
ment, the Catholic IRA-Sinn Fein and
the Protestant Ulster Unionists, the suc-
cess of which is dependent upon IRA-
Sinn Fein decommissioning its terrorist
armory. He stated that this agreement
could no longer carry on “with the IrRA
half in, half out of the process. It won’t
work anymore” (ibid.).

But the prime minister stopped
short of demanding that the 1rA dis-
band, a move that The Independent
claimed “would be a huge step for
them, yet there is no other obvious
step available to them” (ibid.).

IrRA-Sinn Fein have always got their
way in the end. The hint of further ap-
peasement by the British government
was obvious to some. The Week
summed up the reaction of London’s
Daily Telegraph to Blair’s speech, “[H]e

tary presence in Ulster, while making

| no mention of the IRA’s alleged spying

activities or its adventures in Colom-
bia. Nor were specific sanctions men-
tioned, should the republicans choose
violence over democracy” (ibid.).

To whom can the British govern-
ment turn to save face and seek a solu-
tion to the Irish question?

There is an avenue available which
would enable the British government
to wash its hands of the matter and at
the same time appeal to IRA-Sinn Fein,
though not to the Ulster Unionists.

Britain and the Republic of Ireland
(southern Ireland) are both current
members of the European Union.
Within the context of the various EU
treaties they have signed, both nations
have a right of appeal to the European
Court. In fact, within the terms of the
EU treaties, the EU may intervene in
such a conflict between member na-
tions to settle it. If this were to happen,
and if the EU were to interpose itself
perhaps via its rapid reaction force re-
placing the British military presence in
Ulster in a peace keeping role, then a
whole new scenario opens up.

Ireland’s Prophetic Roots

IrA-Sinn Fein will not give in. They are
the offspring of the ancient Danites,
that old Israelite tribe condemned for
their idolatry. Scripture refers to them
as having rather unique tendencies.
“Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an
adder in the path, that biteth the horse
heels, so that his rider shall fall back-
ward” (Gen. 49:17).

What does this scripture mean?
Note the marginal reference in the Au-
thorized King James. An adder is re-
ferred to in the margin as “an arrow-

gy. The arrow snake refers to Dan’s pe-

e L i ol Ml
SOLUTIONT Will these UK soltiers in M. ireland
ons day bs repiaced by European solilers?

tify the wandering route of this tribe’s
migrations from the Middle East to
Western Europe and the British Isles.

However, there is yet another as-
pect to this scriptural analogy. This
arrow snake, once commonly sighted
in the Middle East, was noted for its
ability to hide in ruts and holes in the
road or “by the way.” It would remain |
concealed in such positions, then sud-
denly leap out and strike its prey. With
horse-borne wayfarers, the arrow
snake could strike with lightning swift-
ness at the horse’s hocks. The startled
animal would often rear in fright, toss-
ing its rider backward onto the road.

This character trait of Dan shows
cunning, deceit and subterfuge as his
strengths in attack. Classic guerrilla
tactics! Not unlike the terrorist tactics
of the IRA, as they lie in wait, seeking to
spring at any moment to rattle the
British government’s appeasing meth-
ods of seeking peace in Ulster!

A European Solution?
Britain’s prime minister is in a bind
with the threat of the failure of his at-
tempts to obtain a solution to the Irish
question. Will he play the EU trump
card to get his government off the |
hook? There are some intriguing
prophecies that indicate this possibili-
ty—and its outcome!

The Prophet Jeremiah lived anciently
in southern Ireland and built a famous

| law school at Tarah. Jeremiah’s prophe-
snake.” There is duality in this analo- |

culiar habit of marking his way. Every |

Boy Scout is familiar with the practice
of marking trails with arrows to assist
those who follow to identify the cor-
rect path. Dan simply left behind the
patriarchal name as a marker “by the
way,” making it relatively easy to iden-

cy to the house of Israel, most signifi-
cantly Britain in this end-time context,
seems to point very directly to the Dan-
ite Irish-Celtic tactics, exemplified by
IRA-Sinn Fein in their horrific terror
campaigns. “For, behold, I will send ser-
pents, cockatrices, among you, which
will not be charmed, and they shall bite
you, saith the Lord” (Jer. 8:17). Here
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| prophecy, however, indicates that the
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again is that inference to Dan’s serpent-
like tactics biting his enemy. The mod-
ern-day bite is delivered by bullets and
DEADLY PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES!

And yet, in verse 16, we see a mili-
tary force of such capacity emanating
from Dan that it literally “devoured g
the land, and all that is in it; the city,
and those that dwell therein.”

The Irish-Celtic Danites do not, of
themselves, possess such power, nor the
propensity to develop it. Jeremiah’s

final resurrection of the old “holy”
Roman Empire, even now forming in
Europe, will, having settled on the island
of Ireland, swarm in a great blitzkrieg
across Britain! “The snorting of his
horses was heard from Dan: the whole
land trembled at the sound of the
neighing of his strong ones; for they
are come, and have devoured the land,
and all that is in it; the city, and those
that dwell therein” (v. 16).

Could it be possible that, as a last re-
sort, worn down by the cruelly tena-
cious tactics of an incorrigible enemy,
Britain might turn to the EU for deliv-
erance from the plague of Irish terror?
Such a scenario is entirely conceivable.
And if it does happen, it is just possible
that Britain will pull its troops out from
tramping Northern Irish soil and hand
over the peacekeeping in Ulster to that
force which was ostensibly created for
peace-keeping missions with the British
government’s total endorsement; the
new European rapid reaction force!

Should such a situation become a
reality, then, with its troops already
deployed in Ireland, the Eurobeast
would find itself at a great strategic ad-
vantage when it is finally ready to
pounce on Britain, in fulfillment of
those ancient prophecies of Jeremiah.

Even as the final resurrection of the
“holy” Roman Empire rises up before
our eyes in Europe, watch Northern Ire-
land for the end game that may reveal

| Ulster as the foothold by which Britain’s

traditional enemy from Europe, frus-
trated in past attempts to take Britain
via the English Channel, finally gains
purchase of old England—that “green
and pleasant land” long denied Rome
but ever claimed by the pa-

pacy as “Mary’s dowry.” @
For more on thess prophecias,

JEREMIAH

our bookist on Jeremish.
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Afterefiects of an Hlection

Germany’s September
election put a weak and
unpopular government
back in power. But it also
provided a glimpse at where
the country is headed.

BY RON FRASER

AD IT NOT BEEN FOR JOSCHKA
Fischer’s Green Party, in all likeli-
hood Germany today would have
a right-wing chancellor at its
helm. But that was not to be. Ger-
many’s most popular politician, the
socialist leader of the country’s “envi-
ronmentally conscious” Green Party,
rallied his troops to gain 55 seats in the
Bundestag to help edge Chancellor
Gerhard Schroder’s incumbent Red-
Green coalition back into power.

In fact, Edmund Stoiber, heading the
Christian Democratic Union-Christian
Socialist Union (cpu-csu) combine,
pegged the same percentage share of the
total German electorate as Schréder’s
Social Democrats, tying at 38.5 percent!

Thus, Schréder barely scraped back
into the German chancellorship, cour-
tesy of a good electoral boost from his
Green partner, Joschka Fischer.

Eyelash Victory

The Institute for Public Affairs (1pa)
published an apt comment on the result:

“The eyelash victory of German Chan-
cellor Schréder’s left coalition govern-
ment in the September 22 parliamen- |
tary elections was motored in more ways
than one by the Green Party’s leader,
Foreign Minster and Vice Chancellor
Joschka Fischer, the most popular politi-
cian in opinion polls” (In These Times,
Oct. 28; emphasis mine throughout).

As the dust settled following the
hype of election, it was the 1pA that most
correctly analyzed the influence behind
Chancellor Schréder’s marginal win
over his right-wing opponent, Edmund
Stoiber. “Fischer is the man who tamed |
the Greens’ fundamentalist pacifism and
engineered the sending of German
troops to the Balkans and Afghanistan.
But armed with polls showing the U.S.-
planned war on Iraq overwhelmingly
unpopular, he got credit for persuading
the ever poll-sensitive Schréder to make
German refusal to participate in any
military operation against Iraq a cen-
tral theme of the campaign—an issue
that dominated the campaign’s final
weeks to Schroder’s advantage.

“And when devastating floods rav-
aged Germany in August, it was the
Greens—with a record of warnings
about flood dangers—whose control of
the Environment Ministry gave the
government credibility in its response”
(ibid.). It was just left to Schroder to
call out the Tv cameras and stomp
through knee-deep water in mud boots.
The result? He got the sympathy vote!
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THE CHANCELLOR'S CONSTITUENTS. Men protest in Berlin against a possible U.S. showtown
With Iraq. Schrdder capitaized on antk-American sentient n the lea-up to the siection.

Crucial Appointment

Fortune then shone on Fischer, who had
coveted a front-line role influencing fu-
| ture EU foreign policy within the Ger-
man government. Through the vote
gained by his party, the Greens, Fischer
had delivered the chancellorship to
Schréder. It was time for the re-elected
chancellor now to deliver. This he did
on October 17, announcing that he was
naming Joschka Fischer as Germany’s
new representative to the European
Convention. The convention, estab-
lished earlier this year, is now drafting
| aconstitution to be published in 2003.
’ The Berlin newspaper Tagesspiegel
reported that “Fischer won the post
under terms of a new coalition pact
signed Wednesday between his Greens
party and Chancellor Gerhard
Schroder’s Social Democrats (spD).
Fischer is thus expanding his influence
over European Union (EU) policy in
the Schréder government” (Deutsche
Presse-Agentur, Oct. 17).

The previous incumbent in the po-

| sition of Germany’s delegate to the |

convention, Peter Glotz, stated, “This
is an excellent solution. When the
biggest member of the EU makes its for-
eign minister government representa-
tive ... it shows what great importance
Germany accords the future European
constitution” (ibid.).

Perhaps the greatest significance of
Fischer’s appointment to the conven-
| tion on the future of Europe is that, in
| many ways, he is the father of it.

“[A] political mega-star joined the
convention in the shape of Germany’s
foreign minister, Mr. Joschka Fischer.
Mr. Fischer is not only one of the
most charismatic politicians in Eu-
rope; he can also claim with some jus-
tification to be the intellectual father
of the convention.

“In a speech at Berlin’s Humboldt
University 2'/. years ago, Mr. Fischer
called for a constitutional treaty to de-
termine what should be decided in
Brussels and what should be left to na-
tional governments. He predicted that
an enlarged EU would only function
properly if there was ‘a constitutional
re-foundation of Europe.’

“Regarded as fanciful at the time, Mr.
Fischer’s speech now appears prophetic,
and he is clearly determined to ensure
that the opportunity for radical reform

presented by the convention should not |

be missed” (Irish Times, Nov. 5). Fisch-
er’s appointment to the European Con-
vention will permit him to powerfully
influence convention members to sway
the new European constitution’s lan-
guage in favor of German interests.

Influencing Policy

| “Gerhard Schréder, the German chan-

cellor, formed a new government yes-
terday and unveiled an agenda which
could lead to new conflicts with the Eu-
ropean Union. Mr. Schroder’s Social
Democrats and the Greens, re-elected
last month on a wafer-thin majority,
signed a coalition pact to increase bor-
rowing in defiance of EU rules. They

# said they would also introduce higher
7 3 taxes and spending cuts. The 88-page

|" agreement, reached after three weeks of

talks, contained a plea to the EU to be
‘flexible’ in interpreting the Stability
Pact” (Independent, London, Oct. 17).

The amazing thing is that it was the |
Germans, under Helmut Kohl’s chan-
cellorship, who put the squeeze on all
other EU members to wriggle into the
straightjacket of the EU Stability Pact,
with its rigid financial and economic
constraints and heavy penalties in case
of breach of those constraints. But as
the saying goes, necessity is the mother
of invention. So the mutable Germans,
under extreme domestic pressure to re-
vive an ailing economy, plan to simply |
break the rules of a pact which they
largely created, and to reject the stiff
penalties this would normally incur!

Obviously, high on Mr. Fischer’s
agenda will be a changing of the rules
to allow greater flexibility in the Sta-
bility Pact. On this matter Fischer
will be on firm ground, as none of the
“big three” most influential on EU
policy—France, Germany and Italy—
are presently able to control their
economies within the Pact’s rules. All
are presently in breach of them!

But the German government has a
strategy to help bail their country out
of its present economic woes as the na-
tion slides into recession. One key poli-
cy area that Germany seeks to influence
within the EU is industrial policy.
Schroder sees the extension of German |
industry (particularly into the new
eastern sector which the accession of 10
new Eastern European EU member na-
tions in 2004 will provide) as being cru-
cial to his country’s economic recovery
and resurgence. Fischer may now sit in
the box seat, able to use his immense
popularity back home, his gray-suited
professional image and easy grace to
win the hearts of his fellow Europhiles
within the convention. Whether the
coalition government, of which he is
vice chancellor, survives to permit him
to do so remains to be seen.

German Nationalism Returns

A rocky road lies ahead within the
ambit of the foreign-affairs aspect of |
Fischer’s portfolio, most particularly
in relation to the Atlantic alliance. The
EU has significantly relied on Ameri-
can largess and U.S. military power
for its security since World War 11. But

10
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what Washington has failed to see is
that, behind closed doors, under the
umbrella of the Atlantic alliance, un-
elected Brussels bureaucrats have
been crafting a course for the Euro-
pean Union vastly at odds with the
traditional Anglo-American view of
the alliance.

A deep divide was created between
Germany and America in the run-up
to the German elections. This gap is
destined to widen. The European
Union is bent on a course that will
lead, ultimately, to collision with its
Western protectors—a collision with
the most horrifying of results!

The strongest indications of the new
overt German approach to asserting
this difference were contained in the
verbal cues inserted into Germany’s
pre-election debate. Old German in-
vective was dusted off and brought out
into the open after 57 years in the clos-
et. A torrent of German anti-American
sentiment spouted from the mouths of
German leaders, tainted with an all-
too-familiar anti-Semitic invective.

“Jurgen Mollemann of the Free De-
mocrats spoke of the ‘intolerant, spiteful
style’ of some prominent Jews. His re-
marks echoed the anti-Semitism already
voiced by former Defense Minister
Rudolf Scharping when he complained
that Mr. Bush was trying to please ‘a
powerful, perhaps overly powerful, Jew-
ish lobby’” (National Review, Nov. 11).

These anti-Semitic comments were
matched by other German politicians
with their scurrilous name-calling
thrown at President Bush. ... Socialist
Ludwig Stiegler suggested that our pres-
ident was akin to Julius Caesar—the
firebrand who destroyed centuries of re-
publican government and sought to lay
the foundations of Roman imperial rule.
Herta Daeubler-Gmelin, the minister of
justice, trumped that, declaring, ‘Bush
wants to divert attention from his do-
mestic problems. It’s a classic tactic.
It’s one that Hitler also used’” (ibid.).

As the National Review observed,
such choices of vocabulary are particu-
larly perplexing to Anglo-Americans,
and they raise the prospect of some-
thing palpably evil being resurrected
Jfrom the ashes of World War 11,

“If even Socialists and leftists are re-
verting to the nomenclature of a half-
century past, has the specter of German
nationalism and belligerence really
vanished?” (ibid.).
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Victor Davis Hanson, who con-
tributed the article in the National Re-
view from which these quotes are
taken, wondered whether Schroder’s
choice of vocabulary, using terms such
as “click their heels” and the “German
way,” stressing Germany as a
“modern” country (shades of 1930s
Hitler), where decisions will be “made
in Berlin—and only in Berlin,” might
not reveal a repressed nostalgia for Ger-
many’s nationalist-socialist past!

And herein lies the problem. As
Hanson astutely observes, “If I were a
Frenchman, Pole, Greek or Czech, I
would re-examine very carefully the
fashionable anti-Americanism of the
Continent, dissect it, and determine
what, in fact, are its real undercur-
rents and repercussions—before the
spooky German rhetoric is turned on
them ...” (ibid.).

Weimar Revisited?

The Soviet Union is gone. East and
West Germany are united. Berlin is
once again Germany’s national capital.
Traditional demands for lebensraum
(“living room”) are being met by
stealth via the institutions of the EU,
taking advantage of continuing rela-
tionships with the UN, NATO and the
IMF, and of U.S. foreign-policy naivety.
It takes little knowledge of the past
century’s history to wonder if, with an
embattled, weakened chancellor at the
helm of an ailing economy, increasing
racial and social tension coupled with
a political atmosphere within which

politicians feel sufficiently confident to
spout anti-Semitic rhetoric, we indeed
are seeing “shades of a weak and deca-
dent Weimar—with the attendant ex-
treme reaction to it looming on the
horizon” (ibid.). It was the weakened
economy of 1920s Germany (called the
Weimar Republic from 1919-1933)
that created conditions ripe for the
populous to embrace the rigorous dis-
cipline of national socialism.

This same extreme reaction could
bring down this government, allowing
Edmund Stoiber a second run at the
chancellorship in quick time. The re-
lease of the latest statistics revealing
Germany’s current economic woes “co-
incided with publication of an opinion
poll which showed Chancellor Gerhard
Schroder’s Social Democrat-Green
coalition to have dropped in popularity
to its lowest level for six months—down
6.5 points from the results it scored in
September’s general election .... The
government is accused of covering up
the extent of the nation’s financial crisis,
and has won no favor by breaking a pre-
election promise not to raise tax rates”
(Daily Telegraph, London, Nov. 14).

As Stoiber opines, this government,
re-elected on the thinnest of margins
and beset by many domestic policy
woes, may be short lived. But its
longevity may well depend on whether
Schroder allows Fischer to take the
high ground on foreign-policy issues,
thus subsuming Germany’s present
economic and social difficulties into

the political background.
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However short its reign, Fischer
may well be the key to this weakened
coalition government’s duration in of-
fice; his record indicates that. Fischer
crafted the Balkan Stability Pact which
has resulted in cobbling the Balkan
Peninsula into the European Union’s
first colonial gain. Fischer swayed the
vote to allow German troops to be de-
ployed in Kosovo, Macedonia and most
recently Afghanistan with the prospect
that they may soon take over leader-
ship of the peacekeeping force in the
still-strife-torn region. Fischer devel-

oped a peace plan for Israel and the |

Palestinians.

The one thing that Fischer has not
yet been able to do is mend the post-
election rift with the U.S. Last month,
when Fischer arrived in Washington
bent on issuing the apologies due for
Germany’s overt pre-election anti-
Americanism, he got the cold shoulder.

As we go to press, with the NATO
summit looming in Prague toward the
end of November, it remains to be seen
if Fischer can provide a sop to soothe

| U.S.-German relations so that some

semblance of reasonable diplomacy
may be preserved. Even so, from here
on, the relationship between Germany
and the U.S. will remain, for Germany,
barely the last threads of a relationship
of convenience.

Regardless of Schroder’s weak do-
mestic political position leading this
fragile Red-Green coalition, the fact re-
mains that with Joschka Fischer in the
post of foreign minister and now also in
the box seat at the European Conven-
tion, with Jurgen Storbeck as head of the
new European federal police force, Gen.
Rainer Schuwirth head of the EU’s new
military staff, Horst Kohler as head of
the IMF and Peter Woicke chief of the In-
ternational Finance Commission of the
World Bank, the modern Germany sits
in a seat of power and of increasing po-
litical influence, not only within Europe
but on the world scene!

The question is, how long can this
coalition government continue be-
fore Germany’s present position of

power on the world scene is compro- |

mised? Mr. Stoiber waits in the wings

for the explosion. & =
GERRGANY
For mora on Germany's £ox s
history and future, request
Germany and the Holy
Reman Empire today.

Trading
Places

The transatlantic trade war
is heating up, revealing one
superpower on the wane
and another on the rise.

BY JASON HENSLEY

N A RULING BY THE WORLD TRADE Or-

ganization (WT0) in late August, the

European Union was awarded the

right to use a record $4 billion in
trade sanctions against the United States
for its violation of trade agreements.

The 30-year dispute revolves
around the U.S.’s Foreign Sales Corpo-
ration (Fsc) tax breaks. The ruling fol-
lows the wt0’s decision in January that
some aspects of the FSC are incompati-
ble with wto regulations.

Europe may find that it was worth
putting up a fight for so long. It is in-
creasingly finding itself in a command-
ing trade relationship with a powerful
weapon—one that the U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative Robert Zoellick compared
to a commercial atomic bomb.

Revealing History

The United States maintained a trade
surplus (exports exceeded the value of
imports) until the late 1960s. When a
trade deficit appeared, the U.S. sought
measures that would close this gap.

One avenue the U.S. pursued was to
enact tax laws that would encourage
companies to export more goods and
services. The tax laws implemented

- during the 1970s were later found to be

in violation of what the U.S. had
agreed to under the General Agree-

ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the |

WTO’s predecessor. In an effort to quell
ongoing criticism over the illegal ex-
port subsidy, the Reagan administra-
tion created a new scheme called For-
eign Sales Corporations. These too
were found to be in violation of inter-
national trade agreements.

In 2000, the Clinton administration
developed a solution: It modified the
tax code so that it appeared as if the U.S.

to its ailing steel industry.

was adhering to the trade agreements.
In reality nothing substantially changed.
What was implemented was just anoth-
er smoke-and-mirrors scheme. Ironical-
ly, this is the same type of deceitful ini-
tiative that U.S. leaders have con-
demned when discussing Enron and
other ethically corrupt companies.

These trade violations were what
led to the wro’s $4 billion ruling
against the U.S.

Given this history, the strained rela-
tionship between the EU and the U.S. is
no surprise. At issue is more than just a
few isolated incidents. There are multi-

| ple significant trade disputes brewing |

between the U.S. and the EU right now.

Current Disputes

| Creating tension are the tariffs on steel

imports that the Bush administration
enacted in March. The U.S. steel indus-
try, so vital for national security, has
endured hard times for decades and is
now in dire trouble.

High tariffs on foreign steel enter-
ing the U.S. make it less attractive to
domestic buyers and force foreign
steel producers to seek other markets.
The EU fears that its delicate steel in-
dustry will be jeopardized. If outside
producers of steel, denied access to the
U.S., flood the Continent’s markets,
European companies may be forced to
cut jobs, or close plants all together.

| The steel industry is just as critical to
Europe as it is to America.

The Europeans responded to U.S.
tariffs by threatening to impose tariffs
on a short list of select U.S. products,
such as Florida citrus and textiles pro-
duced in the Carolinas. If this were to
occur, prices of these items would go up
in Europe and consumers would simply
switch to alternative products. The re-
taliatory tariffs would most likely trigger
the cutting of jobs, which would be po-
litically damaging for the American
government. The U.S. averted this ac-
tion by reaching a concession with the
EU to grant a series of special exemp-
tions to select European steel imports.

Meanwhile, the EU has filed another
claim with the wto alleging that Amer-
ica’s recent steel protectionist measures
violate the trade agreements the U.S.
has signed. If the wTo rules in favor of
the EU (as expected in March 2003), it
could force the U.S. to withdraw its tar- |
iffs and abandon any special protection

AN §
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trade disputes. (These trade issues are
has taken to curb its trade deficit.)

\ ties levied on European uranium, and

rages—after a decade—over the EU
ban of hormone-treated U.S. beef.

Economic Leverage

European-American trade problems

deficit and national debt. Europe
, could use this leverage over the next
{ several months and years as these and
‘ other disputes climax.

rapidly deteriorating, due mainly to
America’s persistent and growing

|

|

| danger. “The U.S. financial position is
|

trade deficit. U.S. ambitions to run the

|
’ mortgaged. Like any debtor who bor-
[ plausible way to reverse the trend, a
into an adverse power relationship
with its creditors—greater and greater
f dependency” (The Nation, Sept. 23).
Europe, which holds a large portion
| of U.S. debt, retains more than a threat
3 of using $4 billion in trade sanctions
against the U.S. It wields the power to
call in a significant portion of America’s

The smoldering conflict between the |
two great powers is also fanned by other |
| when they recalled as much as $200 bil- |
largely a result of measures that the U.S. .
Prime examples are the U.S. import du- .
the $51 billion the U.S. has promised to |

American farmers over the next six ;
3 years. Then there is the debate that still |

are compounded by America’s trade |

Astute analysts can clearly see the |

world, in other words, are heavily |
rows more year after year with no |

nation sinking deeper into debt enters |

loans. In recent months, Saudi Arabia’s
wealthy private investors did just this |

lion in American debt. Undoubtedly |
this withdrawal weakened the dollar,
but as The Nation pointed out in the |
same article, “If Asian money or Eu-
rope’s were to undertake a similar exit, .
the financial quake would send damag-
ing tremors through virtually every di-
mension of U.S. economic life.”

This is the power that the EU, one |

| of America’s bankers, possesses. Cur-
- rently it is showing restraint, but the |

question is, will Europe use its power-
ful economic weapons against the |
U.S.? An understanding of human na-
ture and Bible prophecy shows that,
under pressure of its own set of eco-
nomic woes, it ultimately will.

Understanding
The one constant throughout history is

| human nature. General Patton, trying

to educate his son in this principle,
wrote to him in a letter on June 6, 1944,
“To be a successful soldier you must
know history. Read it objectively, dates
and even minute details of tactics are |
useless. What you must know is how
man reacts. Weapons change, but the |
men who use them change not at all.”

“All is vanity,” is how King Solomon
summed up the thinking of humankind |
apart from God. It is what consistently |
leads to war and suffering. '

The Apostle James was inspired to |

| write, “But every man is tempted, when
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he is drawn away of his own lust, and
enticed. Then when lust hath con-
ceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin,
when it is finished, bringeth forth
death” (James 1:14-15).

Lust and covetousness are not new.
They are the same causes that have led
to trade wars and hot wars throughout
millennia. “From whence come wars
and fightings among you? come they
not hence, even of YOUR LUsTS that war
in your members?” (James 4:1).

The economic disputes between the
U.S. and the EU are a result of human
greed. Bible prophecy indicates that
Europe is destined, this time, to come
out on top.

The EU will undoubtedly use its
economic advantage to place itself in a
position of exalted power, as every
other nation in the history of the world
has done when given the opportunity.

How can we be sure?

The Bible reveals that a rising Eu-
rope will have tremendous wealth and
economic power, but only for a short
while (Rev. 13:4, 16-17; 18:11-15). In
the context of trade war, Herbert W.
Armstrong stated in 1985 that “Slowly
but surely events are working toward a
coming conflict between Europe and
the United States as prophesied in the
Bible” (Member and co-worker letter,
May 16, 1985).

Seven years earlier, the magazine
Mr. Armstrong founded, the Plain
Truth, wrote that “Since the early
1950s, the editors of this magazine
have warned that a devastating trade
war would erupt among the free-world
economies; that, as a result of the
breakdown of international commerce

| and the real possibility of a worldwide

economic depression, the very fabric
of the post-World War 11 alliance
structure would be ripped apart.

“We have warned of the likelihood
of both a remilitarized Japan and a

| powerful United Europe, under Ger-

man domination, that would ultimate-

| ly stand apart from—and in opposition

to—the United States.
“The stage is being set for these oc-
currences right now!” (April 1978).

The stage was being set then! Eu- |

rope, as a political and economic power
to offset the United States, is now a real-

ity. Trade conflicts between these two |

| great powers are destined to intensify.
Ultimately, trade war will explode |

into world war! ¢
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tainers in former Soviet Republic of Georgia.

¢ WORLD

Nuclear

worries

During the Cold War, the
Soviet Union produced
tens of thousands of radioac-
tive devices for a variety of
uses. Since the 1991 collapse
of the Ussr, many of these
were simply abandoned as a
result of a lack of funds need-
ed to secure the state facilities.
It is suspected that post-
Soviet poverty tempted nu-
clear workers to sell materials.
In the past decade, numer-
ous worrying reports have
emerged about the “leakage”
of some of these nuclear de-
vices and materials, many of
which have seemingly disap-
peared. Where are they now,
and are they secure?

Recently, several reports
have speculated on the an-
swers to these questions—
and shown that there is cause
for serious concern.

One top Russian official
reported in November that
several kilograms of low-
enriched uranium and a few
grams of weapons-grade ma-
terial were stolen from Russ-
ian nuclear sites over the past
decade. Also, nuclear experts
are rushing to recover an un-
known number (estimated
between 100 and 1,000) of
missing radioactive canisters
that could be used by terror-
ists to build “dirty bombs”—
which use conventional ex-
ploswes to scatter radloac—

14

tive material. The
canisters contain
the radioactive iso-
tope cesium 137, to
which plants were
exposed in secret
Soviet-era tests to
try and determine
the effects of nu-
clear fall-out on
crops. “According
to intelligence offi-
cials, who fear the
radioactive material could
fall into the hands of al-
Qaeda, a single container
would contaminate a small
city and could kill hundreds
of people” (Scotland on Sun-
day, Nov. 17). The area

| would potentially be unin-

| habitable for decades.

Since the 9/11 attacks, the
cause for concern has grown
further “with the discovery

‘ by U.S. troops of detailed
bomb-building instructions
in Afghan caves used by al-
Qaeda forces” (Washington
Post, Nov. 11).

The main problem in the
drive to recover the canisters
is that nobody seems to
know where they are. “[T]he
search is hampered by a lack
of funding and a dearth of
information. None of the
cesium devices is known to
have been stolen, but in some
Central Asian states there are
no records showing how
many of the devices exist or
| what has happened to them”
| (ibid.). Recent sweeps of
Georgia and Moldova by the
| International Atomic Energy
Agency (1AEA) turned up
| fewer than 10 canisters. An

1aEA official summed up the
| dismal situation with, “Itisa
| race against time. We have to
| get to these canisters before
al-Qaeda” (op. cit.).
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Ties with EU

In a move that will strength- |

en the relatlonshlp be-

WATCH

| tween Russia and the Euro-
pean Union, the Russian
prime minister signed a deal
last month to exchange Russ-
ian debt for Eurobonds.

Russian news agency In-
terfax reported that Prime
Minister Mikhail Kasyanov
“signed a resolution ... that
opens the way for the
exchange of
adjusted
Soviet-era
commercial
debt
amounting
to $1.1
billion for
Eurobonds”
(Business
Report, Nov. 18).

This deal fully regulates
the last part of the debt re-
maining from the Soviet
economy’s collapse in the past
decade. It has taken 10 years
to finally deal with the prob-
lem. With the EU—in par-
ticular its leading economic
| power, Germany—already
being the prime investor in
Russia, this latest deal only
further cements their com-
mercial relationship.

One of the concerns of
hegemonic European leaders
in the past (witness Napoleon
and Hitler) has been address-
ing the question of how to se-
cure their eastern front while
they consolidated western
territorial gains. With the

German-dominated EU ex-
‘ panding via trade and com-
merce, rather than Germany’s
traditional method of war (for
the time being), this attach-
ment of Russian debt to Eu-
robonds further consolidates
the diplomatic and economic
nexus between Russia and the
EU. As the future will con-
firm, this will simply help sta-
bilize the EU’s eastern front
while it builds the eastward
leg of its empire, absorbing
the buffer states of Eastern
Europe in May 2004 (see this
| month’s cover story, p. 2).
Yet the burning question
| still remains: Where will EU

KASYRANOV
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eastward expansion stop?
The Ukraine would be a
pretty good guess. For Russia
to give up the breadbasket of
its old empire would be sui-
cidal. Watch for ructions
over the future drawing of
the line between Russia and
the EU’s eastward push.

Third global

power?
China recently made a

move that was a first in
its long history: It proposed
creating a Free Trade Area
between itself and its Associ-
ation of South East Asian
(ASEAN) neighbors. This is
the first time, as the Korea
Herald pointed out, that
China “has found common
interest to engage all the
Southeast Asian countries
constructively to talk about
cooperation, instead of quar-
reling on issues such as the
rival claims in the Spratlys”
(Nov. 9). The ground is
shifting in Asia.

Globalization has seen
unexpected ripples of region-
alization spread around the
world—most evident among
EU nations—and Asia is no
exception. It is becoming ap-
parent that in an increasingly
interconnected world, re-
gions that can extend their
power collectively will be-
come much more prominent
than the nation that stands
alone. As the Herald pointed
out, “There is a growing real-
ization that if ASEAN and East
Asian countries do not step
up trade and economic co-
operation, they may be mar-
ginalized” (ibid.).

At a China/ASEAN summit
in Cambodia on November
4, China and the 10 ASEAN
nations signed a Framework
Agreement on comprehen-
sive economic cooperation,
to be negotiated in detail over
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the next decade. The pro-
posed free-trade zone is ex-
pected to cover “1.7 billion
consurmers, a combined gross
domestic products of us$2
trillion and $1.2 trillion of
trade volume” (Xinhua News
Agency, Nov. 13)—which
would make it the world’s
largest free trade area.

Where does this leave
Japan, which continues to
struggle with an economy
badly damaged by the 1997
Asian financial crisis?

An event that failed to at-
tract as much attention at the
ASEAN summit was the highly
significant steps taken by
historical rivals Japan, China
and South Korea toward cre-
ating their own free trade
area. Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Junichiro Koizumi noted
that he envisaged ASEAN,
China, Japan and South
Korea (comprising a third of
the world’s markets and
making up 20 percent of
global trade) emerging as a
major driving force in the
global economy. He went so
far as to say that “Northeast
Asian cooperation would call
for an end to the sense of
rivalry between Japan and
China and the beginning of a
new age of partnership and
co-existence” (Business
Times, Singapore, Nov. 6).

There are rumblings of
change in Asia. Do these
events portend the beginning
of a unified Asian bloc,

- TN
LANDMARK EVENT China's pre-
mier signs the agreement at the
China/ASEAN November summit.

preparing to emerge as a
third, great regional world
power?

High-tech
separation

European integration has
taken great strides over
the past few years. But each
step forward is a step away
from the old U.S.-dominated
Atlantic alliance which
forged the closest of ties be-
tween America and Europe
during the Cold War years.
Europeans now have their
own government, their own
parliament, their own judi-
ciary, a federal currency,
their own police force and
are about to launch their
own army. In less than 18

. months they plan to add 10
| more countries to their

ranks. In addition, they are
in the process of drafting a
new European constitution.
All this has taken less than 10
years to bring together.

But true independence
from U.S. domination can-
not be achieved until the EU
separates its information
technology from the prying
eyes of U.S. surveillance. So
the EU is now moving to
separate its IT processes
from dependence on U.S.-
developed systems.

Already working on a
separately developed equiva-
lent to the U.S. Global Posi-
tioning System (Gps) and
having moved to transfer its
computer-based operations
from the American Micro-
soft operating system to a
European-developed system,
the European Union has

called Top Level Domains
(.int, .org, .de, etc.), giving
users who operate in several
European countries a dis-
tinctly European identity
and relieving them of the
burden of registering multi-

| ple country code domains.

Brussels also claims .eu

[ would indirectly increase
| consumer confidence among

European Internet users,
since European law, data and
consumer protection rules
would apply to .eu sites”
(Deutsche Welle, Sept. 16;
emphasis ours).

This is just another step

| for the EU in the direction of

independence from the U.S.
The gulf between the old
Cold War protector of Eu-
rope and its traditional anti-
communist allies in Europe
is growing ever wider. Watch
for further cracks in the
Atlantic alliance to appear as
the EU, increasingly influ-
enced by a newly assertive
wave of anti-Americanism,
creates an ever-wider geo-
political gulf between its
expanding federal union
and its old benefactor.

& HEALTH

'Bad for bugs

now gone one step further. It |

is making plans for an EU In-
ternet domain—the .eu suffix
for Internet websites. “The
[European] Commission
says .eu will complement the

and people

British parents have been
warned to peel fruits and
vegetables, especially pota-
toes, after a report produced
by the Pesticide Residues
Committee revealed that
about 30 percent of com-
monly eaten food tested con-
tained pesticide residues.

Of the 21 different types
of items tested, 14 were
found to have at least one
pesticide on or in them. A
number had more than one,
raising concern about possi-
ble cumulative effects over
time.

The advice to peel fruits

existing constellation of so- | and vegetables before giving
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them to small children had
been originally issued by the
chief medical officer in 1997,
but was withdrawn early in
the year after the Food Stan-
dards Agency decided that
pesticide residue levels had
improved sufficiently. How-
ever, tests conducted from
April through June this year
found that 54 potato samples
(out of 103) had traces of
pesticides, of which 36 had
levels of the herbicide chlor-
propham (known to have a
toxic effect on laboratory an-
imals) that “could” be above
a safety level for humans if
cooked unpeeled.

Eight out of 75 pears test-
ed exceeded the minimum
safety limit for humans of the
fungicide folpet, a possible
carcinogen. In addition,
while processed baby food is
required, by British law, to
be free of pesticide residues,
many of the fruits used in
baby food were found to be
contaminated.

This situation simply at-
tests to the legacy of a centu-
ry of monoculture, artificial
forcing of the land, mass ap-

plication of chemical fungi-
cides and pesticides and a
general loss of the knowledge
of ancient, traditional farm-
ing practices compatible with
care of the natural environ-
ment. The effect of these ac-
cumulated practices is taking
a heavy toll on the health of
nations.
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¢ ZIMBABWE

The Iron.Fist

Mugabe supporters celebrate days before his March election victory.

Robert Mugabe pins the blame for Zimbabwe’s woes on
British colonialism, and his disciples love him for it. But
his despotism is plunging the country into a new holocaust.

BY ANDREW HESSONG

OR 12-YEAR-OLD DORA, WHO LIVES
in a rural town in Zimbabwe, the
nightmare began when a Land
Rover full of men pulled up to her
house around 10 p.m. one night in
June. Five “war veterans” and a local
police constable jumped out of the ve-
hicle and entered the house. For the
next four hours, the men forced Dora’s
mother and younger sisters to sing

praises to their “leader” —Marxist |

President Robert Mugabe—as they
took turns raping the preteen girl.
Every time Dora’s mother or siblings
stopped singing, the men beat them
with sticks and heavy whips.

According to Dora, as the men de-
filed her they said, “This is the punish-
ment for those of you who want to sell
this country to Tony Blair and the
whites.”

Dora’s horrifying ordeal actually
began in March, when her village
voted against Mugabe in the presiden-
tial elections. Unbeknownst to the
townspeople, who at that time believed
they lived in a country where they
could support whichever political
party they wanted and for that reason
voted for the opposition Movement
for Democratic Change (MDC), rape
had become the latest weapon of
choice among radical supporters of
Mugabe’s Zanu-PF political party.

Dora (whose name has been

changed to protect her privacy) is one |

16

of hundreds of girls—some as young
as 12 or 13—who are being violated in
the fields and mountains of rural Zim-
babwe every month as part of Mu-
gabe’s war on his own people. Human
rights workers call his latest actions a
“systematic political cleansing of the
population” (Sunday Times, Sept. 1).
Many of the abducted girls are taken
to camps run by Mugabe’s youth mili-
tia, the Green Bombers. These camps
were set up before the elections to train
teenage boys to harass the Mpc. With
unemployment soaring and half the
country facing starvation, increasing
numbers of youths are being enticed to
join the militia by false promises of
large payments of money. (The food
and beer they receive instead is incen-
tive to stay.) At the camps, these girls
are beaten and abused, sometimes mu-
tilated, and often used as sex slaves.
The sex crimes committed against
women in these militia camps are bad
enough, but in Zimbabwe there is an
additional, fatal side to the suffering of
rape victims: With nearly 40 percent of
the population being HIV positive, the
molestation is often a death sentence.
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police are at times the ones carrying
out the crimes.

Incensed that so many of “his” peo-
ple voted for the MDC and against him

| in elections—which he well knows

were fraundulent—and further agitated
by the international community’s ap-
peals for a re-run, 78-year-old Mugabe
has sought revenge in the most hor-

| rendous way.

' | AnlIssue of Land

Following his re-election in March, the
despot, who has controlled Zimbabwe
since its independence in 1980, warned
the MDC, “We will make them run. If
they haven’t run before, we will make
them run now.” Mugabe has already

| used a myriad of tactics to do just that.

Why is Mugabe harming his own
citizens? Why will he stop at nothing

| toremain in power?

During the recent Heroes’ Day cele-
brations commemorating the guerrilla
war against white rule in Zimbabwe
(formerly Rhodesia), Mugabe revealed
part of the answer. He said, “We, the
principled people of Zimbabwe, we,
the true owners of this land, shall not
budge. We shall not be deterred on
this one vital issue—the land. The land
is ours” (CNN, Aug. 12).

Mugabe is determined to remove
white colonialists from “his” land. In his
view, any vestige of colonialism, includ-
ing any form of British rule or influence,
must be eradicated. This objective can
only be achieved by him maintaining
absolute control of the country using
whatever means necessary.

Mugabe has received some criticism
from the international community and
the United Nations, but so far no
group or nation has been willing to ef-

| fectively deal with the situation by tak-

ing strong action. Meanwhile, Mugabe
continues to shake his iron fist defiant-
ly against all who oppose him.

At the recent World Summit on
Sustainable Development in Johannes-
burg, South Africa, Mugabe blasted

| Britain and the U.S. for criticizing his

Tragically, these atrocities don’t |

receive much attention. They go
largely unreported in Africa because a
daughter who has been violated is
often thought to bring shame on the
family and afterward is viewed as
“damaged goods.” What’s more, the
pressure to keep silent is especially in-
tense in a tyrannical nation where the
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regime and demanding that the rule of
law should prevail. He told world lead-
ers that Zimbabwe was ready to “shed
blood” to defend its reforms.

Breaking the Agricultural Backbone

Over this past year Mugabe’s govern-
ment has approved the seizure of at
least 5,200 white-owned farms in an ef-




o

fort to undo what he termed the “dam- |
age” caused by British colonialism.
While the decree was being challenged
in court as being unconstitutional,
Mugabe encouraged his self-styled ‘
“war veterans” to invade farms illegal- |
ly, which resulted in violence and the
deaths of a number of white farmers
and landowners. |

Since that time, another presiden-
tial election has come and gone, and |
Mugabe has moved his farm-seizure
policy into high gear. This program, |
combined with prolonged drought in |
southern Africa, has devastated
Zimbabwe’s once-thriving
agricultural economy.

The October 23 edition of
Business Day (Johannesburg)
reported that approximately 94
percent of the black farmers
who have settled on the seized
white-owned farms do not yet
have any maize seed for plant-
ing this spring; more than half of the
farmers don’t know whether they will
get any at all before the planting sea-
son comes to an end. Maize is the sta-
ple food of most Zimbabweans. The
newspaper stated that this has hap-
pened “despite the fact that through-
out the past two years the Zanu-PF
government has promised the new
‘settlers’ on white-owned farms that
they would ensure they got seeds, im-
plements, training and even tractors.”

Months ago, the MDC and the white
farmers warned Mugabe’s government
that removing the highly mechanized,
exporting farms would ruin the nation
economically. These warnings went un-
heeded. Mugabe “redistributed” the
white-owned farms without the eco-
nomic means to subsidize black farmers
in purchasing seed, fertilizer, machines
and other equipment needed to sus-
tain the country’s agricultural output.

This problem has resulted in massive
societal breakdown. Because of Zim-
babwe’s slide toward lawlessness, and
the upsurge in political violence, on top
of the decline in agricultural output, 99
percent of foreign investment has van-
ished. “Each time Mugabe opens his
mouth, investor confidence in Zimbab-
we nose-dives. ... It is difficult to envis-
age how a country can ever win back in-
vestor confidence on the back of these
endless land seizures and threats to na-
tionalize firms,” said a Harare-based

stockbroker (Business Report, Sept. 20). | loitering around unemployed.

As October ended, so did the tobac- |

co season, making the situation even
worse. Tobacco is Zimbabwe’s main
foreign-currency earner, bringing in
one third of the annual hard cash re-
ceipts which the economy relies upon.
In 1999, Zimbabwe and Brazil were the
largest tobacco exporters in the world.
Today, of the 1,500 farmers growing

| the commodity in Zimbabwe a year

ago, only about 350 or so remain.

The economy is being sucked into a
black hole, with unemployment at 70
percent and inflation at a staggering
a 140 percent. Reminiscent of the
5 collapse of the deutschmark in
8 the 1920s, it requires ever-in-
creasing amounts of Zimbab-
wean dollars to buy anything.
The problem is being exacer-
bated as Zimbabwean bank
notes are in increasingly short-
er supply as black marketers
and money launderers hoard
the untraceable bank notes in order to
buy hard currency. The currency
shortage has also crippled the govern-
ment’s ability to pay for fuel imports,
leaving the vital transportation sector
parked in fuel lines.

Any objective onlooker can clearly
see that it is the political situation and
the removal of the agricultural back-
bone of the Zimbabwean economy that
has left Zimbabwe in ruins. Mugabe’s
“land reform process,” which was tout-
ed as the riposte to “oppressive” British
colonialism and which was promised to
benefit the black majority greatly, is
instead bringing much of the country
to the brink of starvation.

David Cronin of the European
Voice wrote, “The situation in Zim-
babwe is especially desperate. Not long
ago the country was regarded as the
‘grain store’ of Africa. Yet ... projec-
tions for the 2001-02 seasons indicate
that cereal production could decline
by almost 70 percent and maize pro-
duction by 77 percent, when compared
to 1999-2000” (Oct. 17-23).

Though there is a pretense of nor-
malcy in the capital city of Harare—a
new airport terminal, working traffic
signals, shiny new BMws cruising the
boulevards, street cafes serving gourmet
cappuccinos—the warning signs are
seen in the long lines for bread, sugar
and fuel, the absence of maize from
food stores, and the number of people

THE PHILADELPHIA TRUMPET - DECEMBER 2002

The New Holocaust

Already, some experts predict that
drought, AIDs and famine—the latter
two problems exacerbated by Mugabe’s
“political cleansing” and land-reform
policies—will eventually exact a death
toll of 6 to 7 million Zimbabweans, or
half the country’s total population.
Because the number of expected
deaths is even higher than the number
of Jews killed by Hitler’s World War 11
Nazi regime, some observers are call-
ing the situation in Zimbabwe “the
new Holocaust.”

Yet, no nation or international force

| will raise a hand to stop Mugabe. Food

aid agencies from all over the globe are
rushing to rescue the population only
to be handcuffed by the Mugabe
regime. Accusing the nongovernmen-
tal aid agencies (NGOs) of supporting
and promoting the MDC, Mugabe en-
forced the Private Voluntary Organiza-
tions Act of 1997, requiring all NGos to
register with the government. He has
also passed laws giving the Zanu-PF-
run Grain Marketing Board a full mo-
nopoly on import of staple grains.

Those without Zanu-PF cards are
not being permitted to purchase maize
from the board, says the Observer of
May 26. A report by the Danish group
Physicians for Human Rights “accuses
the president’s supporters of denying
food to tens of thousands of people in
drought-stricken areas, where millions
are facing food shortages because they
backed the Mpc.” The doctors told of
Zanu-PF headmen manning a food
distribution point at one particular
school who made it clear that the food
was not for the Mpc children, because
it was Zanu food.

In another instance, food was
promised as a reward for Zanu-PF
votes. Many voted Zanu-PF; but since
being voted in, the party has reneged
on its election promise. A few received
food, but most are starving as the situ-
ation deteriorates by the day.

The World Food Program halted
food delivery of grain after Zanu-PF
supporters raided a three-ton consign-
ment for the Insiza region and quickly
distributed it to their supporters as
part of their political campaign. The
Zimbabwean government turned on
the aid agency in anger and accused
them of being used by the West in a
hate campaign against the nation.
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+ZIMBABWE
Who’s to Blame?

Through tirades in his domestic and in-
ternational speeches, Mugabe lashes
out at Britain, blaming it for the current
suffering of and injustice toward the
people of Zimbabwe. However, many
of Zimbabwe’s population cannot make
that illogical connection. At no time
during the rule of Ian Smith or Britain
do they recall such high unemploy-
ment, starvation and political torture.
The fact is, the population as a
whole enjoyed greater blessings under
the rule of the “oppressive” British.
Nearly 60 percent of the Zimbabwe
population are under age 30 and have
no recollection of life under British
rule. Most of those who have not been
indoctrinated with the Zanu-PF hatred
of colonialism, and particularly those
who live in urban centers, cannot re-
late to evils of “white imperialism.”

youth trained to be more “patriotic” in
Mugabe’s youth camps, to roam areas
of known MDC support terrorizing,
raping, maiming and in some cases
killing MDC supporters. Between Feb-
ruary 2001 and February 2002, approx-
imately 125 Zimbabweans were killed
in political violence.

Laws were enacted to restrict free-
dom of expression, association and
assembly. Journalists, foreign and
domestic, are now required to obtain

accreditation from the government. |

Over the past year, a large number of
journalists were refused accreditation
because they were perceived as tools of
the “Western imperialists” and as
being responsible for Robert Mugabe’s
negative international image.

Early in Mugabe’s land-reform

| process, some turned to the justice sys-

While watching Mugabe’s government |

officials parade around in new Mer-
cedes-Benz automobiles, they struggle
to afford or even find food. One youth
said, “[It’s] not British imperialism
that’s doing that to us. That’s our own

government. For the young people in |

this country, Robert Mugabe stands

accused” (Washington Post, March 1).
Those who oppose Mugabe find

themselves in the same category as the

white farmers who opposed the land |

seizures: “enemies of the state,” or
“pawns for the white man.” Or, as
Morgan Tsvangirai, leader of the MDC,
has been labeled, “a white man mas-
querading as a black,” or a “tea boy for
his white boss” (ibid.).

Unwilling to bow to a people that
opposes his goals, Mugabe has had to
show his true colors—a dictator in the
guise of a “democratically” elected
communist/socialist. He took drastic

tem. Shortly thereafter, the world wit-
nessed the forced resignation of the
country’s white chief justice, Anthony
Gubbay, along with four other justices.
In February, the Daily News, Zim-
babwe’s sole independent daily news-
paper, was damaged in a bomb attack
along with a private printing firm, the
Daily Press, which had been producing
flyers for the MpcC. In 2001, Information
Minister Jonathan Moyo had vowed
that the government would silence the
newspaper once and for all for its carry-
ing of opposition political advertising
material. In August this year, the pri-
vate radio station Voice of the People
was silenced by a bomb blast that com-
pletely incinerated its offices in Harare.
At what point will Mugabe halt this

| madness? The fact is, he and his

action and began “systematic political |

cleansing of the population.” To
heighten his chances of winning the
presidential election, Mugabe had the
voting laws altered. Only those who
could prove they rented or owned their
own home or could present a utility bill
in their own name could vote. With 70
percent unemployment, most young
people are forced to live at home, thus
disqualifying them from voting.

Mugabe also unleashed bands of |
“war veterans,” many of whom are too |

young to have fought in the 1970s inde-
pendence war, along with gangs of

18

cronies are willing to take the country
to rock bottom. They speak of “taking
the system back to zero” and of drasti-
cally reducing the 12 million popula-
tion. Last August, the Zanu-PF organi-
zation secretary, Didymus Mutasa,
said, “We would be better off with only
6 million people, with our own people
who support the liberation struggle”
(Sunday Times, op. cit.).

Elusive Solution

Is there any hope? After Mugabe, then
what?

When Zimbabwe gained indepen-
dence in 1980, many thought self-gov-
ernment would be the solution to the
country’s perceived woes. Instead, Zim-
babwe has deteriorated dramatically to
where it is today: a sickly country teeter-
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ing on the brink of collapse, economi-
cally and financially, politically and so-
cially. Tyranny, disease, starvation and
exploitation is the story of the nation.

One man’s rule over the past two
decades has largely destroyed Zimbab-
we. Horrifyingly administered, the lead-
ership which at first embodied the hope
of the country has itself destroyed hope.

But would the MDcC provide the an-
swer? Indeed, can any human govern-
ment solve such acute problems?
“What experience and history teach is
that people and governments never
have learned anything from history or
acted on principles from it” (Hegel, Bi-
ography of History). Throughout histo-
ry, the rule of mankind has time and
time again tended to tyranny.

Why have human beings proven in-
capable of righteous leadership? “The
fool hath said in his heart, There is no
God. Corrupt are they, and have done
abominable iniquity: there is none that

| doeth good” (Ps. 53:1). Refusal to ac-

knowledge the government of God is
why human leadership ultimately fails.

But, God is not unaware of man-
kind’s incapability to rule: “If thou
seest the oppression of the poor, and vi-
olent perverting of judgment and justice
in a province, marvel not at the matter:
for he that is higher than the highest re-
gardeth; and there be a higher than
they” (Eccl. 5:8).

And this power “higher than they”
will come to the rescue of mankind’s
inept rulership (Isa. 35:3-4). Christ will
return to this Earth to implement the
only form of government that will pro-
vide national solutions. Then, the cor-
rupt, sick, starving nations of Africa
such as Zimbabwe will blossom abun-
dantly (vv. 1, 6).

These nations will learn the right
way to live, “for out of Zion shall go
forth the law, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem” (Isa. 2:3). There will
be no more civil war, no more tribal
violence. Rather, the people will “beat
their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruninghooks ... neither
shall they learn war any more” (v. 4).

Then, no government will take ad-
vantage of its own peoples (Isa. 9:6-7).
There will be no more political cleans-
ing, intimidation, torture, rapes or dis-
crimination. Never again will a power-
hungry, inhumane dictator be able to
hold to ransom his own land. ¢
+ With reporting by ERIC ANDERSON



N

Terror in the Southeast

The attack in Bali shows why Indonesia matters.

REUTERS

| Asia incorporating In-

BY RYAN MALONE

NDONESIA: THE FOURTH MOST POPU-

lous nation in the world; the most

populous Islamic country; home to

rich resources like petroleum, nat-
ural gas, oil, coffee, copper and gold;
and now, a hub for terrorism.

The October 12 attack in the night-
club district of Bali—a hotspot for
Western tourists—brought to light the
fact that Indonesia is a vital al-Qaeda
stronghold.

This country is no stranger to con-
flict. Separatist violence has raged
there, especially since President Ke-
musu Suharto left office in May 1998.
But, despite its enormous Muslim pop-
ulation, militant Islam has not been a
major threat to Indonesia’s stability.

The Bali attack, which killed nearly
200 people, changed all that.

It is true that Muslims in Southeast
Asia are more tolerant and pluralistic
than those in any other Muslim nation.
When Arab traders came to the area in
the 13th century, they converted many
of the natives to Islam. Though these
Muslims resided in an area with Bud-
dhists, Hindus and Christians, they
learned to live in relative harmony and
tolerance with them.

However, there exist four vocal, ex-
tremist minority groups that believe
one or more of the following: that lib-
eral Indonesian Muslims have erred
from strict Islamic law; that they must
wage a spiritual jihad throughout the
archipelago either through peaceful or
non-peaceful means; and that an Is-
lamic(s_tate must be set up in southern

i" b <

donesia, Malaysia, Singa-
pore, the southern part of
the Philippines and Thai-
land, and even the north-
ern part of Australia.

When Suharto_ took ey youpen 1o TERRORISM Indonesian forensic police
over the country in the

mid-1960s, he was be- Inspect a destroyed building after the blast at Kuta beach.

friended by the West for helping them | ceived weakness, power-grabbing in In-
stop the spread of communism in | donesia is the name of the game, and
Southeast Asia. He even backed Mus- | radical Islam may be closingin .... Even
lim groups to achieve that end—but al- | after Suharto’s resignation, enormous
ways remained able to repress Islamic | forces of anarchy, especially radical
extremism. Islam, remain active in the streets of
When economic troubles and inter- | Indonesia, only awaiting a spark to re-
nal rioting forced Suharto to step | ignite them” (Trumpet, July 1998).
down four years ago, numerous con- Suharto, through his dominant mil-
flicts erupted—and it was only a short | itary, violently quelled any social or
time before radical Islam took hold of | political protests. But now, violence
the nation. reigns across the island bridge—inter-
A Prediction Fulfilled ethnic violence, violence from autono

my-seeking regions, anti-Chinese,
Despite the fact that the majority Mus- | anti-Communist, anti-Christian and
lim faction is moderate, nearly all Mus-

anti-Islamic violence.
lims in Indonesia are angry about the Another development since the close
United States’ policy in Israel. This—

of the Suharto era has been increased
combined with poor living conditions

piracy in Indonesian waters. This too
affected by a high birthrate, illiteracy, | was predicted in the Trumpet: “Indone-
economic turmoil and low productivi-

sian society is in danger of completely
ty—factors into the formula for the rise unraveling, and that could potentially
of radical Islam.

mean heavily armed ‘rogue elements’
That is exactly what this magazine

breaking off from the Indonesian mili-
predicted would happen. Inan article ti- | tary to threaten international shipping
tled “Why Indonesia Matters,” written | in the world’s busiest waterway .... In
just after Suharto relinquished power to ‘ that event, a large portion of world
B.]. Habibie, the Trumpet drew atten- | trade is at risk. In fact, over half of all
tion to the importance of this archipel- | international shipping travels through
ago nation and the significance of these | Indonesian waters” (ibid.).
events: “In Suharto’s absence and newly These waterways are some of the
appointed President B.J. Habibie’s per- | most important in the world, especially
: the Strait of Malacca. But they have also
become the most dangerous. Increased
piracy has been the major impetus be-
hind the rapid expansion of several
major navies in the region, including
those of Indonesia, Japan and India.

“Time will tell if, in the absence of
Suharto, a close relationship forms be-
tween Indonesian leaders and Islamic
militants. If it does, the world could be
in for real trouble!” (ibid.). This “close
relationship” has been evident in
Megawati Sukarnoputri’s current gov-
ernment, which came to power in July
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¢INDONESIA

2001. Her vice president is sympathetic
to the more radical views of Islam, and

she has felt unable to crack down on |

militant sentiments while still keeping
herself alive politically (though she did
enact some tough anti-terrorism legisla-
tion immediately after the Bali attacks).

“Indonesia is like a ripe plum, just
waiting to be picked and added to the
radical Istamic camp. ... Watch Indone-
sia and the world of radical Islam! Great
change is on the horizon!” (ibid.).
Today we have evidence of a strong con-
nection between the minds behind the
September 11 attacks and those behind
the attacks in Indonesia. The main cul-
prit in the Bali attacks is Jemaah Islami-
ah, recently identified by the U.S. State
Department as an official terrorist orga-
nization with links to al-Qaeda.

Though the Bali bombing was clear-
ly aimed at Western interests, the target
being a prime destination for Australian
tourists, Indonesia itself felt some seri-
ous consequences.

The tourism industry in Indonesia
has significantly waned following the

terror attack, with the Australian gov- |

ernment now telling tourists
to stay out of the country. As
tourism had been Bali’s major
source of income, the absence
of tourists is further damaging
an already weak economy,
which never regained strength
after the economic fallout of |
1997’s Asian economic melt-
down. And, in a vicious cycle,
the deteriorating economy
tends to encourage more militant Is-
lamic sentiment. Sadly, Indonesia has

MEGAWATI

become a breeding ground for dis- |
| more firmly to protecting Indonesia’s

gruntled terrorists.

Why Indonesia Matters

But why does all this matter?

Certainly this unrest and increased
militancy among Islamic extremists
barely measures a blip on America’s
nightly-news radar screens. Even when
four Americans were killed in the Bali
blast (along with nearly 90 Australians
as well as other tourists), U.S. news
broadcasts gave the attack maybe a
minute for two or three evenings be-
fore going back to the story about
which planes and intelligence devices
the Pentagon would use to catch the
Washington sniper.

But this is still big news outside the
tunnel-visioned U.S. media. The truth
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“Al-Qaeda has taken
advantage of the political
instability;, and has looked
upon Indonesia as
a new frontier.”

+ ZACHARY ABUZA *

is, Indonesia matters. Asia has always
known that. The Bali blast confirmed it.
Instability in Indonesia can mean in-

stability for Asia—economically and |
| planned counterterrorism center.) In-

strategically. The main reason has to do

with Indonesia hosting so much of the |

world’s trade traffic in its waters. For
instance, oil shipped from the Middle
East to nations like Japan (which ob-
tains 75 to 80 percent of its oil from the
Middle East) travels through Southeast

calization of Islamic cells within the
region was triggered by the Afghan-
Soviet war, where many hundreds of
Muslims from Indonesia, Malaysia
and the Philippines joined the fight
alongside the mujahideen (Islamic
guerrilla fighters).

As Zachary Abuza of Simmons Col-
lege observed (as quoted in The Age,
Nov. 12), “The fact is, since the early
1990s, al-Qaeda has found Malaysia to
be a convenient base for operations.”
(Malaysia is currently trying to disasso-
ciate itself from Islamic militancy, even
to the point of possibly hosting a U.S.-

donesia, with its political and econom-
ic instability, was ripe for this too, as we
suggested might happen in the Trum-

| pet of July 1998. Abuza continued, “Al-

Asia. Nearly 27 percent of China’s for- |

eign trade passes through these waters
as well. Both Japan and China also re-
ceive many natural resources from In-
donesia, as well as Australia.

Both have offered to help Indonesia
in a limited manner since the
attacks. Japan reacted immedi-
ately to the bombing, sending
its Terrorist Response Team to
help in the investigation.
China offered to help arm the
Indonesian military.

Other Asian nations are
also very cognizant of the
threat posed by Indonesian
instability. In 1999, the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations
(AsEAN) plus South Korea, China and
Japan agreed that they would commit
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stability. This year, their two-day sum-
mit in November began with the re-
lease of a joint declaration on terror-
ism: “We resolve to intensify our ef-
forts, collectively and individually, to
prevent, counter and suppress the ac-
tivities of terrorist groups in the re-
gion.” In addition to their own coun-
tries being free from terror, they need
Indonesia—the guardian of these
priceless sea lanes—to be stable as well.

In the same month as the Bali at-
tack, a series of bombings throughout
the Philippines killed more than 20
people. During the past decade, Islam-
ic extremists, especially al-Qaeda,
have formed a second front for terror-
ism within Southeast Asia. The radi-
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Qaeda has taken advantage of the po-
litical instability, and has looked upon
Indonesia as a new frontier.”

What Lies Ahead for Indonesia?

Because of its separatist violence, its
growing rise in militant Islam, and its
strong link with al-Qaeda, Indonesia
has the eyes of the entire world. Be as-
sured that the U.S., as it continues its
war on terror, will keep a more watch-
ful eye on Islam on its “second front”
as well. It well knows that the attack in
Bali was intended for Americans as
well as Australians.

Yes, Indonesia’s future is critical to
the rest of Asia, Australia and even the
U.S. Its future, however, is as uncertain
as it is critical.

When examining Bible prophecy,
we know that the entire Anglo-Ameri-
can world (Australia included) is head-
ed for serious trouble—an economic
and internal downfall that will lead to
its collapse in a coming nuclear world
war (see story, p. 21). Indonesia cer-
tainly will have some influence in what
is prophesied to happen to these Eng-
lish-speaking nations—as the West
continues what will be an exhausting
war against militant Islam.

With Indonesia now providing fer-
tile ground for extremist operations
within the global network of Islamic ter-
ror, it is possible that this country will
become a factor in the rise of the proph-
esied “king of the south” (Dan. 11:40).
As we have written in numerous articles,
radical Islam, led primarily by Iran, is
that “king of the south” which figures
prominently in end-time prophecy.



According to Bible prophecy, the
king of the south—though on the rise
now—will have its heyday for only a
short span, after which it will be con-
quered by a “king of the north”—a
united, Catholic-dominated Europe
which will overrun the Middle East
and northern Africa (vv. 40-43).

The degree to which Indonesia will
be affected by this European victory is
unknown. What is sure, however, is that
the peoples of Indonesia are mentioned
as being part of another giant alliance—
known as the “kings of the east” (see
Revelation 16:12 and Ezekiel 38)—to
come against the king of the north.

Many of those who inhabit Indone-
sia today are descendants of biblical
Gomer and Phut (both identified in
Ezekiel 38:5-6 as key players in this
coming Asian alliance). And even if
this Islamic country does initially align
with the king of the south, it will ulti-
mately become part of the massive
Asian combine, led by Russia and
China, in the final great clash that an-
nihilates the king of the north.

Daniel 11:44 states, “But tidings out
of the east and out of the north shall
trouble him: therefore he shall go forth
with great fury to destroy, and utterly
to make away many.” A Sino-Russian-
led conglomerate, which will include
certain of the Indonesian peoples, will
clash with this European bloc.

There are two probable geopolitical
reasons for this. 1) Asia will most likely
be greatly affected by Europe’s ultimate
control of the Middle East, and thus the
world’s oil production. Indonesia is an
oil-rich country. Its strategic impor-
tance as a supplier of energy to Asia will
be greatly increased at this time. 2) In-
donesia, as well as other Muslim coun-
tries in the East like Pakistan, the Philip-
pines and Malaysia (descendants of
which are also listed as part of the east-
ern alliance), would probably show in-
terest in joining this bloc in reaction to
the king of the north’s trampling over
its Muslim brothers to the west.

As far as the near future is con-
cerned, the Trumpet has shown that the
U.S.’s war against terrorism will by no
means eradicate it (see last month’s
issue). Extremist elements in Indonesia
will only grow more brazen, converting
more of the moderate Muslims over to
waging jihad in the East. These ele-
ments will propagate as the king of the
south extends its global influence. ®
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Innocence Lost?

Australia deals with its 9/11.
BY RYAN MALONE

MERICA HAD ITs 9/11. Now, Aus-
tralia has had its 10/12. The
“lucky country” has been forced
0 deal with the same sobering is-
sues, the same haunting questions:
Why us? What did we ever do to them?

Ever since its independence from the
Dutch in 1949, Indonesia has been
wrought with internal strife and blood-
shed. From Aceh in the west to Papua
in the east, violence thrives. Much of
the hatred stems from anti-West, anti-
Christian sentiment.

But Bali was not this way. Bali was
an oasis in a desert of destruction. It
was considered an ideal vacation spot
by Westerners in the region, particu-
larly Australians.

That’s why the October attack on
Bali, though in Indonesia, had little to
do with the issues being violently dis-
puted throughout the archipelago.
Though the bombing did have dread-
ful effects on Indonesia—shock waves
of which were felt throughout Asia—
the attack was aimed at the West be-
cause of its current campaign against
terror. The majority of the fatalities
were Australian citizens—nearly 90
out of the over 190 killed in the blast. A
small handful of Americans also died.

After 9/11, the question of what
provoked the attack was answered in a
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Australian'Prime.

Minister John Howard"
(center) tours the
Bali bomb site.

way that kept the U.S. looking totally
innocent: There are terrible, evil people
out there who cannot stand that we
Americans give all our people freedom
to vote and to choose the way they want
to live and dress.

The “good blokes” of Australia jus-
tify their dark day the same way: There
are evildoers out there who want noth-
ing but to harm us “fundamentally
good-willed, good-hearted people,” as
Paul Gallagher put it—a man who lost
six friends in the Bali attack (Interna-
tional Herald Tribune, Oct. 18). The
same article stated, “For Australians,
Saturday has become the day of inno-
cence lost. It is a popular saying here
that Australians have been in 19 wars,
but started none of them. The idea of
being a quiet but dependable ally ap-
peals to the national image ....”

Innocence lost? Islamic extremists
wouldn’t think so. Australians are cer-
tainly that “dependable ally” to the
current war on terror—the war that
aims to extinguish Islamic extremism
from the world.

In fact, U.S. Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld called them a “stead-
fast ally” in an October 29 press confer-
ence. Australia, according to Rumsfeld,
was one of the first countries to join the
alliance, and it fought alongside U.S.
forces as they uprooted the Taliban
from Afghanistan. Australia “has
demonstrated a clear commitment to
combating the evils of terrorism,”
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Rumsfeld said. American ties to Aus-
tralia “have never been stronger.”
Though always strong allies with
America, Australia began an even
deeper embrace of the U.S. after 9/11.
The 2002 white paper on foreign affairs
issued by the Australian government
ranked the U.S. as its number-one ally.
Fact is, Australia needs the U.S. It is
in a uniquely awkward position as a
primarily British-Irish-populated is-
land neighboring Southeast Asia.
What’s more, Australia has approxi-
mately the same population as the
state of New York, yet it is spread out
over an area as big as the United States.
So when it comes to exploiting its rich
resources and defending its wide open
coastal borders on all sides, it danger-
ously lacks the capital and manpower.

Last month, the U.S. and Australia |

opened negotiations on a free trade
agreement which would bring the two
economies closer. Australian authori-
ties have described the bid as “the
most significant national initiative” in
more than 50 years (Australian Finan-
cial Review, Nov. 13).

The argument in Australia seems to
be now over the conundrum, do we en-
gage with Asia more to battle terrorism
in the region, or do we pull further
away? Whatever the answer to that,
Canberra already feels it needs a strong
bond with America—even though this
puts Australia at odds with its neigh-
bors. As was evident at the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
summit this November, Australian-
Asian relations are at an all-time low
due to Australia’s travel warnings and
armed raids on a few Muslim homes in
Australia. Several Asian countries re-
sent Australia, perceiving it as Ameri-
ca’s little lapdog that can throw its
weight around in the region.

So what is the solution for Australia?
Where can it turn to diffuse further ter-
rorist threats? The answers to these
questions lie in the real reason WHY ter-
ror has struck the “lucky country.”

Why Terror Down Under?

Australia makes up part of the end-

time nations of biblical Israel (write for |

your free copy of The United States
and Britain in Prophecy). The patri-
arch Israel’s heritage would primarily
be recognized through his grandsons
Manasseh—who was prophesied to
become a great nation, the United
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The solution to Australia’s
vulnerability is not deeper
friendship with the U.S.,
or greater coordination
with other Asian govern-
ments to stop terror in
the region, but rather a

stronger relationship
with Almighty God!

States—and Ephraim, who was to be-
come a company of nations (see Gene-
sis 48:16, 19), a perfect description of
the British Empire. God also identifies
the migration of Ephraim as being to
the north and west of Jerusalem in cer-
tain isles (Isa. 49:12). This same scrip-
ture also discusses those of the “land of
Sinim”—translated in the Vulgate as
“Australi,” or “Australia.”

Yes, Australians are among those
Westerners associated with the British
Crown (New Zealand, South Africa and
Canada as well) who make up this
major, prophetically significant tribe of
Israel that is mentioned frequently in
end-time prophecy.

In one of these prophecies, God dis-
cusses the many blessings that would
come upon the nations of Israel if they
obeyed Him (Lev. 26:3-13). But, if they
turned away, God said, “I also will do
this unto you; I will even appoint over
you TERROR, consumption, and the
burning ague, that shall consume the
eyes, and cause sorrow of heart: and ye
shall sow your seed in vain, for your
enemies shall eat it” (v. 16).

The U.S. was first to fall victim to
this so dramatically in September 2001.
But Australia came next on the list with
the deadly Bali attack in October this
year. God has appointed TERROR over
the nations of Israel—not just the U.S.,
but Australia too! “And I will set my
face against you, and ye shall be slain
before your enemies: they that hate you
shall reign over you; and ye shall flee
when none pursueth you” (v. 17).

It’s not just because Australia is an
American-sympathizer and a West-
ern-oriented country that it is a victim
of terrorism. It’s because it is being
cursed by God!

Australians need to understand that
the solution to their vulnerability in the
Asian neighborhood, and in a world
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increasingly unsafe from terrorism, is
not deeper friendship with the U.S., or
greater coordination with other Asian
governments to stop terror in the re-
gion, but rather a stronger relationship
with Almighty God!

In World War 11, U.S. troops under
General Douglas MacArthur helped
save Australia from certain defeat (when
Australia was ready to concede the
northern two thirds of its continent to
the Japanese). But ultimately, the U.S.
will not be able to bail out its brothers.
God has clearly prophesied that the na-
tions of modern Israel will fall because
of their disobedience to Him.

God is bringing these curses to
awaken Australia! The attack on Bali is
only a small beginning of what will
plague this once-great nation in the
near future. More terror will strike—
and within the borders of this vast, vul-
nerable island continent.

Not only is the Bali attack a prime
example of God’s curses on Australia,
it is also an example of the deepening
civilizational divide on the geopolitical
scene—between Anglo-America, radi-
cal Islam, Europe and Asia (see article,
p- 19). As Islam rises in global strength
and influence, as Europe rises quickly
to superpower status, and as Asia mod-
ernizes economically and militarily, we
see these battle lines being drawn.

When a major terrorist attack like
9/11 or 10/12 strikes, it brings this reali-
ty home: In the mind of the terrorists,
Anglo-America is lumped together as
one enemy. Whether it is U.S. support
of Jewish Israel, or Australian support of
Christianized East Timor, the lines are
being drawn. God will allow this, as He
plans to use the collective downfall of
the Anglo-American peoples to bring
about end-time Israel’s repentance.

Yet, if we repent individually, we will
not have to suffer the same fate as the
Anglo-American world. God will see to
it that we are counted among His group-
ing of faithful, loyal followers—and He
will protect us from the coming atroci-
ties soon to grip this world! @
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AND MARK JENKINS
HE TRADITIONS SURROUNDING
Christmas stir warm feelings in
the hearts of many—young
and old alike—all over the
Earth. Families come together. Shop-
pers go into a frenzy. Kids await the
day they’ll receive their presents.
There is no other time quite like it.

The attachment people feel to these |
days isn’t surprising. After all, these
traditions have been going on for hun-
dreds of generations. Consider the fol-
lowing description in the Bible: “[F]or
one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the
work of the hands of the workman,
with the axe. They deck it with silver
and with gold; they fasten it with nails
and with hammers, that it move not”
(Jer. 10:3-4). That description, clearly
describing a Christmas tree, was
recorded in the book of Jeremiah hun-
dreds of years before the birth of Christ.

But consider the opening of verse 3:
“For the customs of the people are
vain.” Vain? This couldn’t be talking
about Christmas, could it?

What does God think of Christmas?
Rest assured, He is very interested in
this holiday and its yearly celebration.

Most people simply follow the cus-
toms of their family, region or nation |
without knowing where those customs
originated or why they are kept. Most
never ask about the origins of Christ-
mas, why people exchange presents on
this day, or even whether this holiday
really represents the birth of Jesus
Christ, after whom it is named!

Does the Almighty God command
its observance? If not, does He forbid
that we partake in it?

Let us obtain the true facts about
Christmas.

Historical Perspective

The date of December 25 is widely as-
sociated with the birth of Jesus Christ.
But is this really the correct date of
His birth?

When Jesus Christ was born, “there

were in the same country shepherds |

abiding in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night” (Luke 2:8). De-
cember is in the midst of a cold, rainy
season in Judaea. The shepherds always
brought their flocks in from the fields
and mountains to be corralled by mid-

| October at the latest, for their protec-
tion. Song of Solomon 2:11 and Ezra |

10:9 and 13 show that winter was a
rainy season, thus confirming that the
shepherds would not have been in
open fields on December 25.

Why then would Christ’s birth be
celebrated on this day? The Encyclope-
dia Britannica states, “The reason why
Christmas came to be celebrated on De-
cember 25 remains uncertain, but most
probably the reason is that early Chris-
tians wished the date to coincide with
the pagan Roman festival marking the
‘birthday of the unconquered sun.”

In addition, the Catholic Encyclope-
dia makes many startling admissions.
Here are just a few:

“Christmas was not among the ear-
liest festivals of the Church ....” That’s
right—Christmas was not instituted by
Jesus Christ, nor was it observed by

any of the apostles personally instruct- |
ed by Christ. '

In fact, we are told that “The word
for Christmas in late Old English is
Cristes Maesse, the Mass of Christ, first

found in 1038.” That is 1,000 years after

the death of Christ.

“The first evidence of the feast is
from Egypt” (not Jerusalem). About .
200 A.p. Egyptian theologians began
celebrating the birth of Christ on the
25th of Pachon, which corresponds to
May 20 by our calendar.

The truth is, the early Christians did |
not observe birthdays—not even
Christ’s birth. The Christian theolo-
gian Origen (185-232 A.D.) asserts,
“[I]n the Scriptures sinners alone, not
saints, celebrate their birthday.”

The Catholic Encyclopedia also
states, “Pagan customs [not Christian
customs] centering around the Janu-
ary calends gravitated to Christmas.”

As you can see, secular and Catholic
history shows that, originally, Christ-

| mas was definitely NOT about celebrat-

ing the birth of Jesus Christ. In order to
find the true origins of Christmas and
the traditions surrounding it, we must
look back even further to another his-
torical source: the one true source of
living knowledge—the Holy Bible.
Don’t just take what we say for
granted; check everything you read
here. Open your Bible! Go to the li-
brary and see for yourself that the in-
formation we provide is not simply
our opinion: It is FACT! |

True Origins of Christmas

Jesus Christ was not born on December _
25. But this date is not without origin. It
can be traced back to Genesis and a man
named Nimrod.

Nimrod, grandson of Ham and son
of Cush, was the founder of a great
false religious system that has always
opposed the truths of God. Genesis
10:8 says that Nimrod “began to be a
mighty one [or tyrant] in the earth.”
He set out to conquer and exploit
other people by forming the first
“kingdom” on Earth at Babylon in Shi-
nar (v. 10). Nimrod also built the infa-
mous tower of Babel (Gen. 11:1-9).
Why did he build that mighty tower?
And what does it have to do with the
birth of Christ?

Nimrod was “a mighty hunter before
[or against] the Lord” (Gen. 10:9). Jose-
phus, the prominent Jewish historian of




the first century A.D., wrote, “Now it was
Nimrod who excited them to such an af-
| front and contempt of God .... He also
| said he would be revenged on God, if He
should have a mind to drown the world
| again; for that he would build a tower
| too high for the waters to be able to
reach!” Nimrod’s teachings challenged
the veracity of the clear covenant that
| God had made with Noah and sealed
with the sign of the rainbow, that He
would not again destroy the Earth with
a flood (Gen. 9:11-13).
| God intervened at the tower by con-
| founding the languages and foiling the
| plan for this “one world” government.
Nimrod rebelled before God in
everything he did, but especially in the
establishment of a great false religion.
Nimrod not only wanted to lead his
people, he wanted to be worshiped by
them. It is said that he married his own
mother, Semiramis. She became known
| as the “queen of heaven” and Nim-
rod as the “divine son of heaven.”
| He claimed to be the “savior” of all
mankind and came to be wor-
shiped as their messiah—their
great deliverer. The problem was,
he was attempting to save man
from GobD, not from their sins!
| Nimrod was an outspoken rebel
| against all that God stood for,
and, Josephus reported, he taught
the multitudes that it was “cow-
| ardice to submit to God.”
Nimrod’s plan was to bring all
mankind under his rule. As Nim-
rod’s empire grew, the righteous
lineage of Noah and Shem was in
danger of ceasing to exist. Shem’s
son Asshur had already rebelled
and joined forces with Nimrod to
build the notorious city of Nin-
| eveh (Gen. 10:11, 22).
Shem is said to have executed
| Nimrod, cut his body into pieces
and sent the pieces to all the
mighty cities of his empire as a
warning against following Nim-
rod’s evil plan for a worldwide
empire and a false religious system.
Semiramis went into hiding for a time,
but she returned with an elaborate
“mystery” religion, a system that was
to become widespread.

While Nimrod was alive he put |

himself in the place of God, and when
he died Semiramis saw to it that he was
still worshiped as a divine hero and

master or lord. That is the name of the
false god found throughout much of
the Old Testament.

Shortly after Nimrod’s untimely
death, Semiramis gave birth to an ille-
gitimate child, which she claimed was
begotten by a “spirit” as a rebirth of
Nimrod. This “mother and child”
soon became the chief objects of wor-
ship throughout the world. There are
many versions of this story, one for
each nation and tongue as they were
scattered from Babel by God, but
whether they worshiped the mother
and child under the Egyptian names of
Isis and Horus, or the Roman names
of Venus and Jupiter, or under the
eventual Christian names of the “Vir-
gin Mary” and the “Christ child,” it
was the same old Babylonian mystery
religion. Even in China, Japan and
Tibet, the counterpart of the Madonna
and child were worshiped long before

A Christmas

tree next to St. Peter’s
Basilica in the Vatican

the birth of Christ! Every Christmas

season you will hear many hymns such |

as “Silent Night” having this age-old
mother-and-child theme, though there
is no biblical admonition to worship
Mary, Jesus’s mother.

Semiramis also claimed that a |

full-grown evergreen tree sprang up
overnight from a dead stump, symbol-

given the name Baal, which means | izing the new life of Nimrod. She

| anniversary of his birth, which hap-

claimed that Nimrod would visit the
evergreen tree and leave gifts on each

pens to be on December 25. This is the
true origin of the Christmas tree, and
the pagan history behind the gifts peo- ‘
ple place there to this day! This is why |
the Prophet Jeremiah knew of the
“Christmas tree” so long before Jesus |
Christ was ever born. |
Again we witness the remnants ofa |
custom established centuries before
the birth of Christ, yet promoted into
Christianity with no scriptural instruc- |
tion to do so.
Christmas and Christianity |
History reveals that for 300 years after
the death of Christ, Christians were few ‘
in number and often persecuted by the |
governments controlled by the pagan
majority. This all changed when the
Roman Emperor Constantine began to
» accept Christianity in 313 A.D. Al-
though he wasn’t baptized until
on his deathbed in 337, he was
the man most influential in |
bringing “Christianity” into the
mainstream of Western culture.
For hundreds of years prior to
Constantine, the Roman Empire
had celebrated many pagan festi-
vals. “In the Roman world the
Saturnalia (December 17-23) was ‘
a time of merrymaking and ex- |
change of gifts. December 25 was
also regarded as the birth date of
the Iranian mystery god Mithra,
the Sun of Righteousness. On the
Roman New Year (January 1),
houses were decorated with
greenery and lights, and gifts were
given to children and the poor. |
To these observances were added |
the German and Celtic Yule rites
when the Teutonic tribes pene- ‘
trated into Gaul, Britain and cen- |
tral Europe. Food and good fel- |
lowship, the Yule log and Yule |
cakes, greenery and fir trees, and |
gifts and greetings all commemo-
rated different aspects of this festive |
season” (Encyclopedia Britannica). |
Is it coincidence that these customs
are so closely associated with Christ- ‘
mas to this day? |
Mithra, also known as the “god of
light,” the “grand deliverer” and the |
“heavenly light,” was the central figure |
in a “mystery religion” with elaborate
rites and ceremonies that became an
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| integral part of Roman paganism and

“a principal competing religion of |

Christianity until the 300s” (“Mithra,”
World Book).
As stated, the tradition of gift-giv-

ing at this time predates Jesus Christ. |
Christmas is a pagan festival. That is Q

The wise men were presenting gifts to
Christ because they were coming be-
fore a king—they certainly were not
presenting each other with gifts.

What about “good old St. Nick™?

Nicolas is derived from the Greek
words nikos and laos, which together
mean conqueror or destroyer of people.
The original conqueror or destroyer of
people was Nimrod. Yet another of
Nimrod’s names was Sanctus or Santa,

up as a saint, stealing a title that God re-
serves for the those who are faithful to
obey Him. The facts show that Nimrod
is the true origin of the widely accept-
ed “Saint Nicholas,” or the “Santa
Claus” that is so central to Christmas
observances around the world. Any
other explanations—and there are a
number of them—are simply modern-
day stories that conceal the truth be-
hind these ancient “mysteries.”

“doctrine of the Nicolaitans” was a
“thing I hate” (Rev. 2:15), He was con-
demning the same Nimrod-inspired
Babylonian mysteries that had become
a counterfeit “Christianity” for thou-
sands of years. The Nicolaitan doctrine
had become so appealing that some
members of God’s own church in Perg-
amos were becoming deceived. Jesus
Christ had to admonish them to repent
(v. 16). Today, those same doctrines are

still deceiving people who think their |

Christmas customs are pleasing to God.
We need to understand that every

| one of the pagan customs that now

' pollutes mainstream Christianity

began out of deliberate rebellion

| against the Creator God, the same

Being who came to this Earth to edu-
cate us with the truth and save us out
of our deception and our sin. Every
year during the Christmas season,
newspapers and magazines openly |

| spond, “But we do not worship any
which means saint. Nimrod set himself |

| follow them [the pagans and their cus-
| toms] and that you do not inquire about
When Jesus Christ said that the |

doeth the will of my Father which is in
Riyeniiat 721 —
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many of these holiday customs. '

How can professing Christians con-
tinue to worship Jesus Christ with a re-
ligious system He HATES?

God’s Command

absolute fact. Research any Christmas
custom and you can quickly discover |
the pagan origin. Some people, unfor- |
tunately, take offense when these |
things are pointed out, but God com-
mands His faithful Church to proclaim
such things (Isa. 58:1).

Yet those Christians who know
these pagan origins are quick to re-

pagan sun-god today! We are simply
honoring the birth of Jesus Christ.”
How does God answer such reason-
ing? Aside from the fact that God does
not command Christmas, aside from
the fact that Christ wasn’t born on De-
cember 25 and that its customs are
steeped in paganism, does it matter if we
keep Christmas for the “right” reasons?
“Take heed that you be not ensnared to

their gods, saying, ‘How did these na-
tions serve their gods?—that I also may
do likewise.” You shall not do so to the

Lord your God; for every abominable
thing which the Lord hates they hi\j

done for their gods” (Deut. 12:30-31
Revised Standard Version).

Jesus said, “Not every one that saith
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; but he that

e we face facts! This world is
deceived, just as God prophesied it
would be (Rev. 12:9). Satan is the power
behind this deception. Satan has suc-
cessfully pawned off the old customs of
the Babylonian mystery religion as
being pleasing to Jesus Christ.

The book of Revelation is afiend-

false Babylonian religious system that
Nimrod founded and its many false re-
ligious variations or denominations
throughout the world!

Can there be any doubt what Jesus

OF THE EARTH (v. 5). This is the great |

Christ thinks of this church? Every in- |

habitant of Earth has been made to suf-
fer to one degree or another by the de-
i eated by its “abominations.”
Revelation 18:4 carries this plea:
“And I heard another voice from heav-
en, saying, Come out of her, my people,
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and
that ye receive not of her plagues.”

nght now, God 1s sending ouf that
same warning message to all who will
listen: Come out of all these pagan prac-

tices disguised as Christianity. Don’t |

partake any longer of those sins. The
celebration of Christmas and its cus-
toms is just one of those sins. It seems

harmless, but those who stay in such |

deception will eventually have to face
the wrath of Jesus Christ.

It is no wonder that Jesus
“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide

. is the gate, and broad is the way, that
leadeth to destruction, and many there /i

be which go in thereat: Because strait is
the gate, and narrow is the way, which
leadeth unto life, and few there be that
find it. Beware of false prophets, which
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves”
(Matt. 7:13-15).

Popular opinion should not prevent

individuals who know the truth from
turning away from a festival season
steeped in paganism. Jesus said that, in
order to be His disciples, there would be
times when we would need to forsake
the desires of our family and friends and
follow Him (Luke 14:26-27).

memorialize Jesus Christ: He com-
mands us to observe the day of Christ’s
death (1 Cor. 11:24- -27)—not His bir sbirth. |
God also commands that we ke keep

other holy days, a listing of which can

be found in Leviticus 23..Please feel |

free to write us for more information
on the subject of God’s holy days.
You now have a choice: You can

' continue keeping Christmas year after

year, accepting the influence of your

time book. In chapter 17 we are told | / family, friends, neighbors and Nimrod,

that Jesus Chnst will one day pass ]udg-
ment upon a “great whore” bearing the '
title MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE

proclaim the pagan connections to | MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS

or you can accept the commands of the

oo
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God does give us a command to |

Eternal God by learning more about |

the days that He commands us ob-
serve—His holy days. &
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This is how the Great Tribulation—the worst time of suf-
fering ever on this Earth—will begin. World War 11 will be
triggered in the Middle East.
mﬁm in Tekoa. The trumpet sym-
bolizes a warning. And what is the warning about? The
“GREAT DESTRUCTION” coming from the north.

There is also to be a sign of fire in Beth-haccerem, a high
place in the Tekoa area. So there is a double warning about
the terrifying destruction from the north—that the enemy is
about to come, unless we repent.

The “sign of fire” symbolizes nuclear destruction in this
end time. Remember, it is called “great destruction,” or the
worst destruction ever (Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21-22).

“Thus saith the Lord, Behold, a people cometh from the
north country, and a great nation shall be raised from the
sides of the earth” (Jer. 6:22). God raises up a great nation to
punish Israel for their evil. “They shall lay hold on bow and
spear; they are CRUEL, and have no mercy; their voice roareth
like the sea; and they ride upon horses, set in array as men
for war against thee, O daughter of Zion” (v. 23). They are a
“cruel” nation—against God’s own people and the nations
of Israel. And that is not all. “We have heard the FAME there-
of: our hands wax feeble: anguish hath taken hold of us, and
pain, as of a woman in travail” (v. 24). They are famous for
their cruelty. That is why the people will agonize as a woman
giving birth to a child!

Who could that be in this end time? The same nation—
Germany—that started World Wars 1and 1t and demon-
strated the greatest cruelty we have seen to this point in
time. (Write for our free booklet Germany and the Holy
Roman Empire.)

How can we prevent this crisis of all crises? “Thus saith the
Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the OLD PATHS,
where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest
for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein. Also I
set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the
trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken” (vv. 16-17).
God’s Laodicean Church and the nations of Israel were
shown the “old paths” but refused to walk in them. God also
set watchmen over us to blow the trumpet about the coming
Great Tribulation. You are reading a watchman’s message
right now! But our people said, “We will not hearken.”

What are the old paths? This applies spiritually and
physically.

God’s Church had God’s truth revealed to them in this
end time. But most of them have rebelled and forsaken that
truth—the old paths.

The nations of Israel—mainly America, the British peo-
ples and the Jewish nation—have a history with God. No
other nation has ever been called by God to set a righteous
example for the world. No other nation was ever given such
a commission!

But Israel has rejected those old paths. We now lead the
world in drug usage, crime, divorce, pornography and every
other pathology.

This is why God will punish us as no other nation has
been punished, if we don’t repent.

“Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon this people,
even the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not hear-
kened unto my words, nor to my LAW, but rejected it”
(v. 19). They have rejected God’s words and law, the Ten

. bookiet The United States and Britain In Prophecy,

| Commandments. You can’t reject or not hearken unless

God’s truth was proclaimed in your presence.
Herbert W. Armstrong preached the true gospel around

- the world as a witness (Matt. 24:14). God’s Word and law

were taught. We now “prophesy AGAIN,” after God’s mes-
sage was stopped by His own people (Rev. 10:11).

Still, the nations of Israel have rejected that message.
They still act very religious—but it is not a lawful religion
(Jer. 6:20). And the religions in Israel have done away with

' God’s law, or Ten Commandments. They also reject the gov-
| ernment of God that teaches that law.

And now the nations of Israel seek peace in the Middle
East and in their own cities. But there is no peace (v. 14).
There will never be peace until they hearken to God’s words
and law!

That includes peace in our nations’ deeply troubled families.

Our people continue to commit the worst abominations
and are not ashamed (v. 15). America sends its pornography

| around the world on the Internet and in movies. It is far

ahead of any other nation in spreading this filth, but still is
not ashamed!

We need to wake up and see what God thinks about our
sins. We were chosen by God to lead the world in keeping
God’s Word and law. Instead WE LEAD THE WORLD IN REJECT-
ING GOD’S WORD AND BREAKING HIS LAW—THE OPPOSITE OF

| WHAT WE WERE CHOSEN TO DO!

Strong marriages and families are the foundational
strength of any nation. Drugs and pornography help to shat-
ter this institution and destroy our nations’ godly values.

That is why we blow the trumpet. The solution to our crime
and other problems is revealed in the history and prophecy of

| Tekoa. God has established this trumpet-blowing work (v. 27).

How bad will it get? “Be thou instructed, O Jerusalem,
lest my soul DEPART from thee; lest I make thee desolate, a
LAND NOT INHABITED” (v. 8). If we don’t heed God’s message,
He departs. That is the worst possible news! Then the land of
Israel becomes desolate—“a land not inhabited.”

A land without inhabitants? That is a description of nu-
clear destruction. After the attack, the remainder of our peo-
ple will be taken out of their own land as slaves.

This terrifying prophecy has never happened in our his-
tory. But it is about to happen, and is prophesied in over a

| hundred Bible prophecies! How can a rational person not
| look into these warnings from God?

You are reading the same message that Amos and Jeremi-
ah taught.

In the end, there is good news. All this terrifying destruc-
tion will unfold immediately before the greatest event of all:
Christ’s return.

God has promised to protect us individually or nationally
if we repent. May the great God help you to heed this urgent

and terrifying message!

To order your free copy of Herbert W. Armstrong's

(§11
UNIEIDSIATES
AN BRIAIN
INPROVINCY

please visit our wehsite, Www.pcog.org, or look on
the inside cover of this magazine for information on
ordering by phone or mail.

The picture on page 12 of last month's issue was of

North Korean delegate Kim Yong-dae, not Kim Yong Nam.
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COMMENTARY

GARY RETHFORD

Signs of the Times

The Washington sniper is caught. But why is America becoming so violent?

MERICA HEAVED A COLLECTIVE SIGH OF RELIEF AT THE

capture of the two Washington D.C. sniper suspects.

With heavy hearts, the families of those who were the
targets of the insanity tried to go on with their lives.

It was a fearful time. During the manhunt, one writer de-
scribed his 6-year-old grandson as being afraid to leave the
house. Leonard Pitts Jr. wrote, “He’s scared of being shot. Sign
of the times. ... He used to run out every morning to get the
newspapers. Now he pauses at the front door, peers in every
direction, darts to the tree in the middle of
the yard, looks carefully around its trunk,
then makes a dash for the end of the drive-
way” (Charleston Gazette, Oct. 19). Eric was
assured by his grandfather that the sniper
would not get him, although Pitts knew it
was a “crazy promise” to make.

Now, October’s horror has begun to
blend into the past. Joggers have gone
back to their routine, sports teams are
competing back at their usual locations,
shoppers fill the malls (just in time for the
holidays), and people can drive into filling
stations without fearing for their lives. It
looks like the terror is over—or is it?

Even as the shooting suspects were
placed under lock and key, new reports of
violence appeared: A student at the Uni-
versity of Arizona-Tucson school of nurs-
ing opened fire, killing three people before
taking his own life. He was angry because
he couldn’t take a midterm exam. An Ok-
lahoma high school senior, after getting
scolded for driving his pickup truck recklessly near children,
broke into his father’s house, took a 20-gauge shotgun, and,
as neighbors came to the door to talk to him, opened fire on
them. He then went on a spree, shooting six more people. In

New Jersey, someone walked into a high school, shot a stu- |

dent in the stomach and walked out. These shootings all oc-
curred within a four-day period at the end of October.

The desperate truth is, the signs of the times are more and
more violent! USAToday reported that crime percentages
were up in 2001 for the first time in a decade: “Murder, rape
and every other violent criminal act except aggravated as-
sault rose last year, the FBI said Monday in reporting the first
year-to-year increase in overall crime in a decade. ... The
15,980 murders represented a 2.5 percent increase over
2000, while forcible rapes were up less than 1 percent and
robberies rose 3.7 percent” (Oct. 28). Nationally, as well as
internationally, violence is on the rise.

In His day, Jesus Christ rebuked the hypocritical Phar-
isees for not being able to read the signs of the times: “He
answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It

VIGILANCE A police officer sits at a Mary-
land playground the day after the Wash-
ington sniper killed a bus driver nearhy.

will be fair weather: for the sky is red. And in the morning, It

will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowring. O

ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye

not discern the signs of the times?” (Matt. 16:2-3).

The signs of the times reveal increasing violence. Today,
no grandfather can give a real guarantee that his grandson
will not be attacked. Law enforcement cannot guarantee the
safety of the community or the nation.

The Prophet Ezekiel warned of these days: “Make a chain:
2 for the land is full of bloody crimes, and
mw- the city is full of violence” (Ezek. 7:23).

@ Why is our land so violent? Why is
there terror in the land? That is the ques-
tion we need to be asking. It is a mistake
to accept this as normal,

God records this promise to all who re-
spect Him and obey His commandments:
“Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by
night; nor for the arrow [or bullet] that
flieth by day .... A thousand shall fall at
thy side, and ten thousand at thy right
hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. ...
Because thou hast made the Lord, which
is my refuge, even the most High, thy
habitation; There shall no evil befall thee
...” (Ps. 91:5-10).

Can it be that the people of this nation
have NOT made God their habitation?
COULD THERE BE ANY OTHER REASON?

We live in an age that increasingly
stresses to our young people, Do your own
thing, without a godly system of values or

virtues. If this does not change, the signs portend that events

will only get worse. God has this warning for us: “Wherefore
will bring the worst of the heathen, and they shall possess their
houses: I will also make the pomp of the strong to cease; and
their holy places shall be defiled. Destruction cometh; and they

shall seek peace, and there shall be none” (Ezek. 7:24-25).

We are told that unless we turn to God in repentance, de-
struction comes! That is the sign we should be seeing. God is

N3

| talking about national calamity of unbelievable proportions.

Humans cannot promise safety, but there is a way of pro-
tection. You, individually, can receive the protection you need.
You need not fear “the terror by night, nor ... the arrow that
flieth by day.” God is the only guaranteed source of safety for
you and your loved ones. For all who turn to Him, God has an-
other promise: “I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my
fortress: my God; in him will I trust. Surely he shall deliver thee
from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.

| He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt

thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler” (Ps. 91:2-
4). If we turn to Him, we will not be victims of the times,
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